	 History 541.02 


	History 541.02
History of Islam in Africa


This survey course will examine the history of Islam in Africa from the seventh century to the present. The course will have both thematic and regional focus. After discussing the spread of Islam in different parts of Africa, the course will proceed to analyze the political, economic, and cultural impact of Islam on African societies, the interaction between Islam and indigenous African institutions, the Islamic revolutions in the nineteenth century, the impact of European colonial rule on Muslim societies, and the development of Islam in the post-independence period.

Objectives: This course will enable the students to gain empirical knowledge of the subject and to enhance their analytical skills.

Required Texts
History/Black Studies 541.02 Reader 
Mervyn Hiskett, The Course of Islam in Africa, Edinburgh University press, 1994 
M.A. Al-Hajj, "The meaning of the Sokoto jihad." 
Yusuf Abba, "The 1804 Jihad in Hausaland as a revolution." 
Omar Jah, "The relationship between the Sokoto jihad and the jihad of al-Hajj Umar." 
Recommended readings on reserve:

P.M. Holt, The Mahdist State in the Sudan 
Murray Last, The Sokoto Caliphate 

Course Requirements
Attend and participate in the class discussion. 
Take two exams, a midterm and a final. 
Write a term paper (3000 words) on a topic to be selected after consultation with the instructor. An outline of the paper and a bibliography is due in class on May 8. The final version is due in class on May 29. 
Students should be aware that absence and failure to submit assignments on due dates will severely affect their final grade. 


Grading:
Attendance and class participation: 20%
Midterm: 25%
Paper: 25%
Final: 30%

Course Outline
March 27: The Development and Spread of Islam

"Traditional Muslim Attitude to political power," Reader

"Islam as News," Reader

"The Coming of Islam and the expansion of the Muslim empire,"Reader

"Stages in the Development of Islam and its Dissemination in Africa," Reader

April 3: Egypt and North Africa

Hiskett, pp. 1-25, 53-60

"The Disintegration of Political Unity in the Maghrib," Reader.

"Society in the Maghrib after the Disappearance of the Almohads," Reader

April 10: The Horn and East Africa

Hiskett, pp. 67-71, 135-143, 151-264

April 17: West Africa

Hiskett, pp. 92-109

"Mali and the Second Mandingo Expansion," Reader

"The Decline of the Mali Empire," Reader

"The Songhay from the 12 to the 16th Centuries," Reader

April 24: MIDTERM & The Nineteenth-Century Revolutions

May 1: North Africa and the Sudan

"Renaissance of Egypt, 1805-81," Reader

"Sudan in the nineteenth century," Reader

Hiskett, pp. 71-75

May 8: West Africa

Hiskett pp. 109-114

"The Nineteenth Century Islamic Revolution in West Africa," Reader

"The Sokoto Caliphate and Borno," Reader

"Massina and the Torodbe Empire Until 1878," Reader

"States and Peoples of Senegambia and Upper Guinea," Reader

May 15: Islam During the Colonial Period

Hiskett, pp. 25-44, 60-75, 114-126, 164-166

May 22: Islam in the post-independence period

Hiskett, pp. 44-53, 60-67, 75-92, 143-151, 126-135, 166-174

May 29: The legacy of Islam in Africa

Hiskett, pp. 177-198

June 5: Final Exam, 3:30-5:18


