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Islamic India


INTRODUCTION: This course is intended to serve as an introduction to the study of Muslim India: the Delhi Sultanate, the Mughul empire and the Muslims of British India. It will discuss the nature of Indo-Muslim society, the ruling classes and Imperial institutions, Indo-Muslim culture and the situation of Indian Muslims under colonial rule. The course will meet twice weekly in two hour sessions.

REQUIREMENTS: Students will be required to complete the following assignments: (a) a map exercise, (b) an assigned essay required of all students, (c) a term paper on a subject to be chosen in consultation with the instructor, and (d) a final examination.

READINGS:

Ross Dunn, The Adventures of Ibn Battuta (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1989) 
Wheeler Thackston, trans. and ed., The Babur Nama (N.Y.: Oxford University Press, 1996) 
Stanley Wolpert, A History of India (most recent edition) 

SCHEDULE:
WEEK 1
a. Introduction to the course, and geography of South Asia.
b. The Islamic World and South Asia.

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 1-103.

n.b. Map exercise due the first day of the second week of class.

WEEK 2
a. First Muslim settlements: Sind and Malabar.
b. Ghaznavids and the Sultanate; and discussion, Conversion to Islam.

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 104-125.
Levtzion, zeroxes on conversion.

WEEK 3
a. The Sultanate: the ruling class and Muslims in Bengal.
b. Muslims in the Deccan - Mandu.
Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, same as week 2.
Dunn, The Adventures of Ibn Battuta, pp. 1-183.


WEEK 4
a. Sufism in India: Chishtis and Naqshbandis.
b. Babur and the founding of the Mughul empire.

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 126-134.
Dunn, The Adventures of Ibn Battuta, pp. 183-240.
Thackston, The Babur Nama, Introduction and pp. 9-137.


WEEK 5
a. Akbar and Fatehpur Sikri - movie on Fatehpur Sikri
b. Economics of empire, and jagirs and mansabdars.

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 149-167.
Thackston, The Babur Nama, pp. 138-303.

WEEK 6
a. Court culture: literature and painting.
b. The Taj Mahal and movie: "The Sword and the Flute."

Readings: Thackston, The Babur-Nama, pp. 310-446.

WEEK 7
a. Mughul decline: Marathas, Jats and Sikhs.
b. Intellectuals and decline and regional courts - Oudh(Awadh).

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 168-186.
Philip Calkins, "The formation of a Regionally Oriented Ruling Group," zerox on reserve.

WEEK 8
a. British rule and the Mutiny.
b. British post-mutiny policies and Saiyid Ahmad Khan

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 135-148 & 187-249.
Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India, pp. 1-91 (on reserve).


WEEK 9
a. Aligarh Muslim University and the Deoband "Academy."
b. Sufi Music and Urdu poetry.

Readings: Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India, pp. 91-146. (on reserve).


WEEK 10
a. Congress and the Muslim League and the Khilafat Movement.
b. Iqbal, Jinnah and the politics of partition.

Readings: Peter Hardy, The Muslims of British India, pp. 146-255 (on reserve).



ESSAY #1 (required of all students)

In India unlike other areas where Muslim armies triumphed most of the population never converted to Islam. There were from the first, therefore, serious questions raised about the "Islamic" quality of Muslim states and societies in South Asia. Based upon your reading of Ibn Battuta and your text state whether you think the Delhi Sultanate of the fourteenth century was or was not an "Islamic" state.

In writing be certain to define your terms and justify your conclusions with accurate quotations that should be precisely footnoted at the end of the essay.

4-6pp.

Due: the Friday of the 5th week of class.


