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Colonial India


INTRODUCTION: History 543.03 is a study of the History of the Indian subcontinent during the colonial period, from the arrival of Vasco da Gama in 1498 until independence and partition in 1947. The course will emphasize four general topics, and these will also be the focus of the final examination. The topics are: European expansion and the process of British conquest, the effects of British conquest on Indian society, the nature and policies of the imperial administration, and social change and the nationalist movement.

REQUIREMENTS: Students will be asked to: (1) complete a precis of three assigned articles in the 2nd, 3rd and 4th weeks, (2) a short paper comparing Kipling's Kim with Orwell's Burmese Days(due at the end of the 6th week of class), (3) a short book review on a book of their own choice, and (4) a comprehensive final examination. No mid-term examination will be given. The three precis will together count for 15% of the grade, the Kipling-Orwell essay - 25%, the book review - 25% and the final examination 30% of the grade. 5% of the grade will be assigned for class participation. Attendance is required and repeated, unexplained absences will result in 5% being deducted from the final grade.

BOOKS AND READINGS: Students will be asked to purchase three books. These are the text, Stanley Wolpert's, A New History of India(most recent edition), and the two novels, Kipling's Kim(Penguins or any available edition) and Orwell's, Burmese Days(Signet or any available edition). The articles for the precis will be placed on reserve along with copies of the text and the novels in the undergraduate reserve room. The Student Book Exchange is the only book store where these books have been ordered.

SCHEDULE: The course will meet twice a week for approximately two hours each time. Some of each day will be devoted to discussion and students will be expected to have done the assigned reading before coming to class.

1. Week 1:

a. Introduction to the course and geography.

b. India in 1498 and the Portuguese "discovery of India."

Readings: Wolpert, A History of India, pp. 3-13 and 135-48.

P. Calkins, "The Formation of a Regionally Oriented Ruling Group in Bengal...," zerox on reserve.

2. Week 2:

a. Mughuls, Marathas, Afghans and Sikhs and European settlements.

b. Discussion Calkin's article( see reading for week 1).

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India, pp. 25-134 and 149-186.

Cohn, "Political Systems in 18th Century India," zerox on reserve.

3. Week 3:

a. British and French in Madras and the British in Bengal.

b. Discussion: Cohn's article(see reading for week 2).

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India. 187-225.

Cohn, "The Initial British Impact on India," zerox on reserve.

4. Week 4:

a. The Cultural Discovery of India and Evangelicals and Missionaries.

b. Discussion: Cohn's second article(see reading for week 3).

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India, pp. 226-238.

Kipling, Kim - 1st half of book.

5. Week 5:

a. Indian Economy in the 18th century and the Triumph of Progress.

b. The Mutiny/First War of Independence and Discussion: Kim(1st half).

N.B. Meet with instructor to choose book for review; due Wednesday of the last week of class.

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India, pp. 239-49.

Kipling, Kim - 2nd half of book.

6. Week 6:

a. British policy after 1858 and Imperial administration and the civil service.

b. The origins of nationalism and Discussion: Kim(2nd half).

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India, pp. 250-285.

Orwell, Burmese Days - 1st half of book.

7. Week 7:

a. Origins of the Congress Party and Tilak and Gokhale.

b. The Nehrus and Mahatma Gandhi and Discussion: Burmese Days - 1st half.

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India. pp. 286-328. Orwell, Burmese Days - 2nd half of book.

8. Week 8

a. The Muslim element: Saiyid Ahmad Khan and Muhammad Iqbal.

b. Muhammad 'All Jinnah and Discussion: Burmese Days - 2nd half.

N.B. Kipling-Orwell paper due Monday of week 9.

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India, 329-349.

9. Week 9:

a. Gandhi - the movie, pt. I.

b. Social change - the Nayars in Kerala and Untouchables in Agra.

Readings: Wilbert E. Moore, "Social Change," International Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, XIV, 365-75, zerox on reserve.

10. Week 10:

a. Gandhi - the movie, pt. II.

b. Socialists and Communists and Independence and Partition.

Readings: Wolpert, A New History of India., pp. 351-370.


