History 545.02: China in the Early Modern Era: The Ming and Qing Dynasties
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Course Description
 

The late imperial period is a crucial and exciting one in China’s history.  Within four centuries, from the founding of the Ming dynasty in 1368 to the end of the eighteenth century, Chinese government and society were transformed in a variety of important ways.  An economic revolution in the sixteenth century produced “sprouts of capitalism” that changed not only commercial practices but also social and gender relations.  A series of violent peasant uprisings and invasion and conquest by a “barbarian” people, the Manchus, resulted in a change in government, the establishment of the last dynasty, the Qing, in 1644. The Qing established a multi-ethnic empire, the largest East Asian empire in history and in the eighteenth century one of the most prosperous in the world. No less important were the changes in culture: over the course of both the Ming and Qing, there developed a lively popular culture, centered largely in the cities, which challenged the hegemony of “Confucian” elite tastes and artistic expressions.  

 

Within a chronological framework, this course focuses on the major topics in Ming and Qing history: the growth of autocratic government; the changing relationship between the central bureaucracy and local society; the commercial boom of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries; the roles of women in family and society; and the interaction between elite and popular cultures and the resulting “popularization” of Confucianism.  Finally, we will treat China’s understanding of its place in the world on the verge of its confrontation with the West in the nineteenth century—an important prelude to the study of modern Chinese history.

 

            History 545.02 counts toward the history major, falling under the “Group A, pre-1750” category.  The course combines lecture and discussion; students are expected to participate in discussion of the lecture material and the required readings. By the end of the quarter, students who have conscientiously and thoughtfully listened to the lectures, done all the required readings, and participated in the class discussions, should have gained a good overview of late imperial Chinese history and a solid grounding for the study of modern and contemporary China (in History 545.03 and 545.04).  The assigned primary- and secondary-source analyses will give students an opportunity to improve their critical reading and writing abilities; the midterm and final examinations will help develop skills in historical synthesis.   

 
Required Readings
 
The following readings are required for the course:
 
Timothy Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure: Commerce and Culture in Ming 
China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1992).  
Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang (New York: Penguin Books, 1978).
Philip Kuhn, Soulstealers: The Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 (Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press, 1992).  
            Shen Fu, Six Records of a Floating Life (translated by Leonard Pratt) (New York: 
Penguin Books, 1983).
            Packet of readings for History 545.02, “China in the Early Modern Era.”
 
All these works are on reserve in the Main Library.  Three textbooks have also been placed on reserve, should you feel the need to consult a chronological survey of Chinese history: Jacques Gernet, A History of Chinese Civilization (DS721 .G431 1996); John K. Fairbank and Edwin O. Reischauer, China: Tradition and Transformation (DS735 .F28 1989); and Conrad Schirokauer, A Brief History of Chinese Civilization (DS721 .S3675 1991).
 
From time to time I will also ask you to consult A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization, a website (http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/) that contains images and maps of Chinese history.
 
NB: We will use pinyin as the method of romanizing Chinese in the course.  Many of the assigned texts, however, still employ the Wade-Giles system.  A conversion chart and information on the two systems (as well as on Chinese names and dating) are included in the course packet.

 
Course Requirements and Assignments:
 
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students are responsible for all materials, lectures, discussions, and readings.  All work handed in for the course must be the work of the student alone. All university rules regarding academic misconduct apply (“academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct  wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with papers and examinations).  It is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with these rules (see the Code of Student Conduct, http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp; for a discussion of plagiarism, http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm ). If you have any questions about procedures for documentation and citation, contact a member of the instructional staff for the course. Instructors are required to report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. 

 

This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in this course are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions.
 

More specifically, the requirements for the course are: 
            

1.      Attendance and class participation:  Since this course is a lecture and discussion 
course, a significant portion of your grade is based on your attendance and participation in class discussions (marked on the Course Outline with an asterisk*).  Participation in the class discussions should be based on careful reading of the works listed under the relevant class meeting, and students should have completed the reading before the class meeting.  Discussion questions will be handed out in advance of each session to guide your reading.  Students are required to write a response to one of the questions and to bring this response to the relevant class. (Students are not required to write a response if they have chosen to write a paper for the class; see #4 below.) 20%
 
2.      Two map assignments, with due dates listed on the syllabus.  5%
 
3.      A midterm examination. This will consist of take-home essays, due in session 10, and a brief identification test on that day. 20%  
 
4.      Two short papers (900-1200 words), both primary-source analyses.  You may choose among 5 different options, all listed on the “Course Outline.” 15% each for a total of 30%
 
5.      A final examination, on Tuesday, June 6, 1:30-3:18.  The examination will include a take-home essay question, two short in-class essays, and a short-answer section.  25%
 
Further instructions will be provided for all the assignments. 
 
All essay-type written work is graded according to three major criteria: a) the quality of the analysis or argument; b) the accuracy, relevance, and quantity of evidence provided to support the analysis or argument; and c) the quality and effectiveness of the organization and writing. Remember to keep copies, electronic or paper, of all written work.

 

No late assignments will be accepted without the prior agreement of the instructor and/or the submission of a doctor's note.  Course overloads and work duties are not acceptable excuses for late assignments, missed exams, or for failure to participate fully in other class activities.  Late papers and exams will be marked down one-third grade (that is, an “A” becomes an “A-”) for each day they are late, weekends included.  
 
All written work is due in class on the days indicated on the “Course Outline.”  Do not skip class to complete your paper.  I will accept papers up to 5:00 P.M. on the day they are due, if you have attended that day’s class—otherwise, your paper will be considered late.  I cannot accept assignments via e-mail. 
 
Students concerned about their writing skills are encouraged to consult the OSU Writing Center (http://cstw.osu.edu).
 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriate accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Outline
 
Introduction
 
Week 1_______________________________________________________________________
3/28 T    1. The Setting: The Geography and Languages of China
“Chinese History: Names, Dates, and Romanization” (packet, #1).
“Geography” unit in A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization 

(http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/)
 

 
I. The Early Ming State and Chinese Political Culture
 
3/30 R    *2. Ming Taizu and the Founding of the Ming Dynasty.
                        George Jer-lang Chang, "The Placard of People's Instructions," Ming
Studies, 7 (Fall 1978), pp. 63-72 (packet, #2).
                        Timothy Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 1-56.
            
 
Week 2_______________________________________________________________________
4/4   T   3. The Ming State and Official Recruitment.
Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 56-85.
 
4/6   R   4. No class. 
Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 86-124.
 
Week 3_______________________________________________________________________
4/11 T   *5. The Chinese Examination Hell and the Elite
Wu Ching-tzu, The Scholars, translated by Yang Hsien-yi and Gladys 
Yang (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1973), pp. 1-39 (chapters 1-3; packet, #3).  
                        Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 124-152. 
                        Source analysis option 1 due.
 
 
II. The Ming Economy: Government, Trade, and the Economy
 
4/12 R    6. The Yongle Emperor and the Overseas Expeditions of Zheng He.
                        Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 153-189.
            Recommended: “Military Technology” unit of A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese 
Civilization (http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Week 4_______________________________________________________________________
4/18 T     *7.  Agriculture and the Commercial Boom of the Sixteenth Century.
"Merchants in the Ming," from Patricia Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization 
and Society: A Sourcebook (New York: The Free Press, 1981), pp. 155-160 (packet, #4).
                        Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 190-237.
                        
                        
III. Elite Life in the Late Ming
 
4/20  R    *8. Challenges to Intellectual Orthodoxy: Wang Yangming and His School.
Wang Yangming, "Inquiry into the Great Learning," in Instructions for
Practical Living and Other Writings by Wang Yang-ming, translated by Wing-tsit Chan (New York: Columbia University Press, 1963), pp. 271-280 (packet, #5).
                        Map assignment (Ming) due.
 
 
Week 5_______________________________________________________________________
4/25  T      9. Elite Culture and the Three Perfections: Calligraphy, Painting, and Poetry.
                        “Homes” and “Gardens” units of A Visual Sourcebook of Chinese Civilization 
(http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/)
                        Recommended: “Calligraphy” and “Painting” units of A Visual Sourcebook of 
Chinese Civilization
 
4/27  R    10. Urbanization and Street Culture: “Colorful Lanterns at Shangyuan”
                        Midterm due.
                        In-class test.
                        
 
IV. Popular Culture in the Late Ming
 
Week 6_______________________________________________________________________
5/2  T    *11. Vernacular Fiction and Ming Society.
“The Lady Who Was a Beggar,” from Stories from a Ming Collection: The Art of 
the Chinese Story-Teller (translated by Cyril Birch) (New York: Grove Press, 1958), pp. 15-36. (packet, #6).
“The Plot Against the Birthday Convoy,” excerpt from The Men of the Marshes 
(Shuihu zhuan), from Anthology of Chinese Literature from early times to the fourteenth century (edited by Cyril Birch) (New York: Grove Press, 1965), pp. 451-487 (packet, #7).
                        Source analysis option 2 due.
 
 
 
 
 
 
5/4    R    *12. Religious Belief and Popular Culture.
 “A Sūtra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons” and “Spiritual 
Retribution and Human Destiny,” from Religions of China in Practice (edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr.) (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 97-105, 423-445 (packet, #8, 9, and 10).
Source analysis option 3 due.
 
 
V. The Decline and Fall of the Ming
 
Week 7_______________________________________________________________________
5/9  T     *13. The Problems of Late Ming Government.
“The Wan-li Emperor” from Ray Huang, 1567, A Year of No Significance: 
TheMing Dynasty in Decline (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986), pp. 1-41 (packet, #11).
                        Brook, The Confusions of Pleasure, pp. 238-262.
 
5/11  R     14. The Fall of the Ming: The Manchus and the Manchu Conquest.
 
 
VI. China under Manchu Rule: The Qing Government and the Chinese Elite
 
Week 8_______________________________________________________________________
5/16  T     *15. The Consolidation of Manchu Rule: The Kangxi Emperor.
"Ruling” and “Valedictory,” from Jonathan Spence, Emperor of China: 
Self-Portrait of K’ang-hsi (New York: Vintage Books, 1974), pp. 25-59, 141-151 (packet, #12).
             
5/18  R      *16. Ming Loyalism, Political Criticism, and the Re-examination of the Classical 
Tradition.
                        “Two Edicts Concerning the Wearing of the Hair under Manchu rule” and “The 
Siege of Jiangyin, 1645” from The Search for Modern China: A Documentary Collection (edited by Pei-kai Cheng and Michael Lestz) (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1999), pp. 32-39 (packet #13). 
Excerpt from Mingyi daifang lu (“A Plan for the Prince”) by Huang 
Zongxi, from Sources of Chinese Tradition, volume 2: From 1600 through the Twentieth Century, compiled by Wm. Theodore de Bary and Richard Lufrano (New York: Columbia University Press, 2000), pp. 3-17 (packet, #14).  
                        Map assignment (Qing) due.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
VII. Chinese Society in the Late Imperial Period
 
Week 9_______________________________________________________________________
5/23  T      *17.  Local Government and Local Society.
Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang, pp. 1-139. 
                        Source analysis option 4 due.
 
5/25  R      *18. Women and the Family.
Ban Zhao, “Lessons for Women,” from from Nancy Lee Swann, Pan Chao: 
Foremost Woman Scholar of China (New York: Century, 1932), pp. 82-90 (packet, #15).
Shen Fu, Six Records of a Floating Life, pp. 25-97; skim pp. 101-144.
                        Source analysis option 5 due.
 
Conclusion
 
Week 10_____________________________________________________________________
5/30 T      *19. The Workings of the State: The Qianlong Emperor.
Philip Kuhn, Soulstealers: The Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768, entire.  
 
6/1   R       20. The “False Glories” of the Qianlong Era: China on the Brink.
 
 
 
Final examination: Tuesday, June 6, 1:30-3:18
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Packet Readings: China in the Early Modern Era—the Ming and Qing Dynasties 
 

1. “Chinese Names, Dates, and Romanization”

 

2. George J. Chang, "The Placard of People's Instructions," Ming Studies 7 (Fall 1978): 63-72.
 
3.  Wu Ching-tzu, The Scholars (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1973), pp. 1-39.
 
4. "Merchants in the Ming," from Patricia Ebrey, ed., Chinese Civilization and Society: A Sourcebook (New York: The Free Press, 1981), pp. 155-160.
 
5. Wang Yangming, "Inquiry into the Great Learnng," in Instructions for Practical Living and Other Writings by Wang Yang-ming, trans. Wing-tsit Chan (New York: Columbia University Press, 1963), pp. 271-280.  
 
6. “The Lady Who Was a Beggar,” from Stories from a Ming Collection: The Art of the Chinese Story-Teller, trans.Cyril Birch (New York: Grove Press, 1958), pp. 15-36.
 
7. “The Plot Against the Birthday Convoy,” excerpt from The Men of the Marshes (Shuihu zhuan), pfrom Anthology of Chinese Literature from early times to the fourteenth century (edited by Cyril Birch) (New York: Grove Press, 1965), pp. 451-487.
 
8. “A Sūtra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons” from Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 97-105.
 
9. “Spiritual Retribution and Human Destiny” from Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 423-436.
 
10. “Stories from an Illustrated Explanation of the Tract of the most Exalted on Action and Response” from Religions of China in Practice (edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr.) (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 437-445.
 
11. “The Wan-li Emperor” from Ray Huang, 1567, A Year of No Significance: The Ming Dynasty in Decline (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1986), pp. 1-41.
 
12. "Ruling” and “Valedictory,” from Jonathan Spence, Emperor of China: Self-Portrait of K’ang-hsi (New York: Vintage Books, 1974), pp. 25-59, 141-151.
 
13. “Two Edicts Concerning the Wearing of the Hair under Manchu rule” and “The Siege of Jiangyin, 1645” from The Search for Modern China: A Documentary Collection, edited by Pei-kai Cheng and Michael Lestz (New York: W.W. Norton & Company, 1999), pp. 32-39.
 
14. Excerpt from Mingyi daifang lu (“A Plan for the Prince”) by Huang Zongxi, from Sources of Chinese Tradition, volume 2: From 1600 Through the Twentieth Century, compiled by Wm. Theodore de Bary and Richard Lufrano (New York: Columbia University Press, 2000), pp. 3-17.   
 

15. “Lessons for Women” by Ban Zhao, from Nancy Lee Swann, Pan Chao: Foremost Woman Scholar of China (New York: Century, 1932), pp. 82-90.
