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Course Description and Objectives:
 
            Throughout Chinese history, popular religious beliefs—especially those encouraging believers to destroy a corrupt and wicked society and establish a utopian community in its place—have often inspired violent protest movements and peasant uprisings. “Religion, Protest, and Rebellion in China” treats the complex and rapidly changing relationship between popular religious belief and peasant rebellion in one particular period of Chinese history: the late imperial period, roughly the late eighteenth through the nineteenth centuries.  We deal with this topic in three stages: 1) six sessions on the content and range of Chinese religious beliefs and practices; 2) four sessions on the social place and function of these religious beliefs; and 3) seven sessions on the role of these beliefs in inspiring or sustaining rebellion.  In this last section, we will do case studies of three great uprisings: the Eight Trigrams uprising of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, the Taiping rebellion of the mid-nineteenth century (which caused the death of hundreds of thousands of people and almost toppled the Qing dynasty), and the Boxer rebellion at the turn of that century, spawned by both anti-western and anti-government sentiments.  Momentous events in the history of late imperial China, these rebellions had a profound effect on China’s modern history and its relation with western imperialist powers through the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. The course concludes with a consideration of the role of religion and political protest in twentieth-century China. 

 

            History 546 is largely a discussion course—that is, there will be some lectures, but the focus will be on the discussion of primary and secondary sources that treat religious belief and the ideology of rebellion.  The success of the course depends on careful and thoughtful reading of the assigned materials by the students and their consistent participation in class discussions of the readings and lecture material. By the end of the quarter, students who have conscientiously and thoughtfully listened to the lectures, done all the required readings, and participated in the class discussions, should have gained: first, a clear sense of the fundamental beliefs, values, and practices of Chinese religions; second, an awareness of the role these beliefs and values have played not only in reinforcing social stability in China, but also in encouraging Chinese to voice their dissatisfaction—often violently—with the existing order; and third, knowledge of the history of the most cataclysmic rebellions of late imperial Chinese history.  Most importantly, students will also have an opportunity to improve their critical reading abilities, in both primary and secondary sources, and their analytical writing skills through a series of written assignments. 

 

 
 
 
Required Readings:
 

The following are the required readings for the course: 

 

Laurence Thompson, Chinese Religion: An Introduction (Fifth Edition, 1996); BL 1802 .T5 

1996.

Jonathan Spence, God’s Chinese Son: The Taiping Heavenly Kingdom of Hong Xiuquan 

(1996); DS 758.23 .H85 S64 1996. 

“Religion, Protest, and Rebellion in China,” Packet 1.

“Religion, Protest, and Rebellion in China,” Packet 2: Gods, Ghosts, and Ancestors: Folk 
Religion in a Taiwanese Village by David Jordon (1972).

 

All these readings are available for purchase at SBX.

 
In addition, there are some required readings on reserve and/or online; these are listed on the “Course Outline” and in the Packet.
 
Most of the required texts, including the packets, are also on reserve in the Main Library; the call numbers of these texts are listed on the syllabus, either above, under the list of required readings; on the Course Outline; or on the attached list of packet readings. Two textbooks have also been placed on reserve, should you feel the need to consult a chronological survey of Chinese history: Jacques Gernet, A History of Chinese Civilization (DS721 .G431) and Conrad Schirokauer, A Brief History of Chinese Civilization (DS721 .S3675 1991).
 

Course Requirements:
 
Students are responsible for all materials, lectures, discussions, and readings. This syllabus and any study aids supplied to the students in this course are subject to change at the discretion of the instructor.  Any further instructions regarding course requirements given verbally by the instructor are as binding as written instructions.
 
More specifically, the requirements for the course are (see “Instructions for Written Assignments” at the end of the syllabus for fuller details):
            

1. Attendance and Class Participation:  Since this course is primarily a discussion course, a significant portion of your grade is based on your attendance and participation in class discussions.  Participation in the class discussions should be based on careful reading of the works listed under the relevant class meeting; students should have completed the reading before the class meeting.  If I find that students are not keeping up with the reading, I will give quizzes on the reading material.  Quiz grades would be incorporated into the “Attendance and Class Participation” portion of your final grade.  25%.
 
2. Three reading analyses. These are brief papers of no more than 500-750 words on readings chosen from the Course Outline.  You have six different options to choose from—see the Course Outline for these options and their due dates; and the “Instructions for Written Assignments,” A.1-5, at the end of the syllabus.  These analyses are due at the beginning of the class during which the relevant reading will be discussed. 10%/analysis for a total of 30%.

 

3. A paper of roughly 1000-1250 words on David Jordan’s Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors.  See the “Instructions for Written Assignments,” B, at the end of the syllabus. This paper is due on Monday, February 13.  20%.

 

4. A final paper of roughly 2000 words on the major topic of the course, the relationship between religion and peasant rebellion in late imperial and modern China.  This is not a research paper, but an essay that requires thoughtful review and interpretation of the material in all three sections of the course.  See the “Instructions for Written Assignments,” C, at the end of the syllabus. This paper is due on Monday, March 13. 25%.

 

All university rules regarding cheating and plagiarism are applicable; it is the student’s responsibility to be familiar with them.  The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu/resource_csc.asp).  A direct link for discussion of plagiarism is: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
 
Grading:
 

All essay-type written work is graded according to three major criteria: a) the quality of the analysis or argument; b) the accuracy, relevance, and quantity of evidence provided to support the analysis or argument; and c) the quality and effectiveness of the organization and writing.  
 
No late assignments will be accepted without the prior agreement of the instructor and/or the submission of a doctor's note.  Course overloads and work duties are not acceptable excuses for late assignments, missed exams, or for failure to participate fully in other class activities.  Late papers and exams will be marked down one grade (that is, an “A” becomes an “A-”) for each day they are late, weekends included.
 
Since the university does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in the course.
 
Other information:
 
A useful resource is the OSU Writing Center.  The link to their website is: http://cstw.osu.edu.
 
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in Room 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.
 
 
Course Outline:
 
1/4 (W):  1. Introduction: “Diffused” Religion and Religious Eclecticism
 
 
I. Religion in China: Basic Beliefs and Practices_________________________________
 
1/9 (M):  2. The Early Chinese Worldview and Religious Practice
            Laurence G. Thompson, Chinese Religion: An Introduction, pp. 1-30 (“The Early 

Chinese Worldview” and “Prescientific Theory and Religious Practice”).

Excerpts from “The Great Treatise” of the Classic of Changes (Yijing)
(packet 1.1).

            “Supernatural Retribution and Human Destiny”: Yuan Huang, “Determining your 

own fate” (packet 1.2).

            Reading analysis option 1 due.
 

 

1/11 (W):  3. The Three Teachings: Confucianism or the Literati Tradition
            Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 95-100 (“Three Ways to Ultimate 

Transformation: (2) Literati Tradition”).

            “The Vision of Confucius”: From the Confucian Analects (packet 1.3).

            Excerpts from Maintaining Perfect Balance (handout).

            Reading analysis option 2 due.
 
 
1/16 (M): No class. Martin Luther King Day.
 
 
1/18 (W): 4. The Three Teachings: Daoism
Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 80-94 (“Three Ways to Ultimate 

Transformation: (1) Taoist Tradition”).

            “Laozi: Ancient Philosopher, Master of Immortality, and God” (packet 1.4) 
            “Answering a Summons” (packet 1.5)

            Reading analysis option 3 due.
 
 
1/23 (M): 5. Man and Nature
“Classical Feng Shui: Harnessing Nature’s Subtle Forces” (video). 

            “The Ways of Wind and Water” (packet 1.6)

 
 
1/25 (W): 6. Yin/Yang and the Spiritual Foundations of Chinese Medicine
            Bill Moyers, “The Mystery of Chi” (video).

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1/30 (M): 7. The Three Teachings: Buddhism
            Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 101-114 (“Three Ways to Ultimate 

Transformation: (3) Buddhist Tradition”).

            “The Scripture in Forty-two Sections” (packet 1.7)

            “A Sutra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons” (packet 1.8)

            Reading analysis option 4 due. 
 

 

II. Religion in Society__________________________________________________
 
2/1 (W): 8. The Life Cycle and the Family  
            Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 31-52 (“The Family: Kindred and Ancestors”).

            “Birth Customs” (packet 1.9)

            “Funeral Processions” (packet 1.10)

            Ancestral rites at the New Year (excerpt from The Story of the Stone; packet 1.11)

            Reading analysis option 5 due. 
 

 

2/6 (M): 9. Communication with the Dead: The Courts of the Netherworld and Spirit 
Mediums
            “Preparing Documents for the Courts of the Underworld” (packet 1.12)

            Jack Potter, “Cantonese Shamanism” (packet 1.13) 

“Blood, Bones, and Spirits” (video).      
 
 
2/8 (W): 10: Gods and Their Cults in Society
            Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 53-66 (“Gods and Temples”), 115-117 (“Their 

Separate Ways: Cults and Sects”).

            Richard von Glahn, “The Enchantment of Wealth: The God Wutong in the Social History of 

Jiangnan,” Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.2 (December 1991), pp. 651-714 (14: this article is available online).

 

            

2/13 (M): 11. Gods, Ghosts, and Ancestors in Village Life
            David Jordan, Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors: Folk Religion in a Taiwanese Village 

(packet 2).

            Short paper due.
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
III. Religion and Rebellion____________________________________________________
 
2/15 (W): 12. Religion and the State
            Thompson, Chinese Religion, pp. 67-79 (“The State: Emperor and Officials”).

            “Edict Bestowing the Title of Great Master of Merciful Salvation and Brilliant Responses 

(1184)” (packet 1.15)

            Huang Liuhong, “Paying Respects to the City God” and “Offering Prayers for Rainfall or 

Sunshine,” from Complete Book Concerning Happiness and Benevolence (packet 

1.16)

James Watson, “Standardizing the Gods: The Promotion of T’ien-hou (‘Empress 

of Heaven’) Along the South China Coast” (packet 1.17)

 

 

​​​​​2/20 (M): 13. Popular Sects and Millenarianism: The Eight Trigrams Rebellion (1)
Richard Shek, “Sectarian Eschatology and Violence,” in Violence in China: 
Essays in Culture and Counterculture, edited by Jonathan Lipman and Stevan Harrell, pp. 87-114 (18, on reserve, HN 740 .Z9 V5 V58 1990; this book is also available on the World Wide Web).

Susan Naquin, Millenarian Rebellion in China, pp. 7-60 (19, on reserve; DS 721 .C545).

 
 
2/22 (W): 14. Popular Sects and Millenarianism: The Eight Trigrams Rebellion (2)
Susan Naquin, Millenarian Rebellion in China, pp. 63-117 (19, on reserve; DS 721 .C545).

 
 
2/27 (M): 15. The Taiping Rebellion
            “The Taiping Heavenly Chronicle” (packet 1.20).  

            Spence, God’s Chinese Son, pp. 3-153. 

            Reading analysis option 6 due. 
 
 
3/1 (W): 16. The Taiping Rebellion
Spence, God’s Chinese Son, pp. 154-332.

 
 
3/6 (M): 17. The Boxers and Popular Religion
            Joseph Esherick, The Origins of the Boxer Uprising, pp. 38-95 (21, on reserve, DS 771 

.E73 1987; this book is also available on the World Wide Web).
 

 

3/8 (W): 18. Conclusion: Religion and Protest in Modern China 
 
 
Monday, March 13: Final paper due.
 
 
Readings in Packet 1 or on Reserve: 
 
1. Excerpts from “The Great Treatise” of the Classic of Changes (Yijing), Richard Wilhelm, trans., The I Ching or Book of Changes, translated into English by Cary Baynes (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1967), pp. 280-290, 293-301.   

 

2. “Supernatural Retribution and Human Destiny” by Cynthia Brokaw, in Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 423-436.  

 

3. “The Vision of Confucius,” in A Sourcebook in Asian Philosophy, edited by John M. Koller and Patricia Koller (Upper Saddle River, NJ: Prentice Hall, 1991), pp. 409-421.  

 

4.  “Laozi: Ancient Philosopher, Master of Immortality, and God” by Livia Kohn, in Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 52-63.  

 

5. “Answering a Summons” by Stephen Bokenkamp, in Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 188-202.

 

6. “The Ways of Wind and Water,” from Richard J. Smith, Fortune-tellers and Philosophers: divination in traditional Chinese society (Boulder: Westview Press, 1991), pp. 131-172.

 

7. “The Scripture in Forty-two Sections” by Robert H. Sharf, in Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 360-371.  

 

8. “A Sutra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons” by Chun-fang Yu, in Religions of China in Practice, edited by Donald S. Lopez, Jr. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), pp. 97-105.  

 

9. “Birth Customs,” in Chinese Civilization and Society, edited by Patricia Buckley Ebrey (New York: Free Press, 1981), pp. 302-303.  

 

10. “Funeral Processions,” in Chinese Civilization and Society, edited by Patricia Buckley Ebrey (New York: Free Press, 1981), pp. 289-293.  

 

11. Ancestral Rites at the New Year, from The Story of the Stone, vol. 2: The Crab-Flower Club, by Cao Xueqin, translated by David Hawkes (Harmondsworth: Penguin Books, 1977), pp. 557-576.

 

12. The Court of the Underworld, from Valerie Hansen, Negotiating Daily Life in Traditional China: How Ordinary People Used Contracts, 600-1400 (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1995), pp. 210-213.

 

13.  “Cantonese Shamanism” by Jack Potter, in Religion and Ritual in Chinese Society, edited by Arthur Wolf (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1974), pp. 207-231. 

 

14. [“The Enchantment of Wealth: The God Wutong in the Social History of Jiangnan,” by Richard von Glahn, in Harvard Journal of Asiatic Studies 51.2 (December 1991), pp. 671-714. This article is available online.] 

 

15. “Edict Bestowing the Title of Great Master of Merciful Salvation and Brilliant Responses 

(1184),” from Kenneth Dean, Lord of the Three in One: The Spread of a Cult in Southeast China (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1993), pp. 190-195.

 

16. “Paying Respects to the City God” and “Offering Prayers for Rainfall or Sunshine,” from Huang Liu-hung, A Complete Book Concerning Happiness and Benevolence, translated by Djang Chu (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1984), pp. 512-517.

 

17. “Standardizing the Gods: The Promotion of T’ien-hou (‘Empress of Heaven’) Along the South China Coast,” by James Watson, in David Johnson, Andrew Nathan, and Evelyn S. Rawski, eds., Popular Culture in Late Imperial China (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985), pp. 292-324.

 
18. [Richard Shek, “Sectarian Eschatology and Violence,” in Violence in China: 
Essays in Culture and Counterculture, edited by Jonathan Lipman and Stevan Harrell, pp. 87-114 (chapter 4). On reserve, HN 740 .Z9 V5 V58 1990; this book is also available on the World Wide Web.]

 

19. [Susan Naquin, Millenarian Rebellion in China (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1976), pp. 7-117.  On reserve; DS 721 .C545.]

 

20. “The Taiping Heavenly Chronicle,” in The Taiping Rebellion: History and Documents, by Franz Michael (Seattle: University of Washington Press, 1971), volume II, pp. 51-75.  

 

21. [“Sects, Boxers, and Popular Culture,” in Joseph Esherick, The Origins of the Boxer Uprising (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1987), pp. 38-67 (chapter 2). On reserve, DS 771 .E73 1987; this book is also available on the World Wide Web.]

 

Readings Packet 2: David Jordan, Gods, Ghosts, and Ancestors: Folk Religion in a Taiwanese 
Village (1972).  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Instructions for Written Assignments
 
General Instructions
 
All written assignments, unless otherwise noted, must be typed or computer-printed in 11- or 12-point standard fonts, double-spaced, with one-inch (1”) margins.  All assignments must be submitted on paper.  Your name should appear in the upper right-hand corner, along with the date the paper has been turned in.  I cannot accept papers submitted via e-mail.
 
In citing sources, follow the note and bibliography styles found in Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, & Dissertations (6th edition, 1996).  This work is available at the Reference Desk of the Main Library (LB 2369 .T8 1996).
 
Be sure that for each writing assignment you support your points with specific references—direct quotations or paraphrases—from the sources.  These should be cited according to the styles described in Turabian, A Manual for Writers, mentioned above. 
 
Where the context for the reading is not explained in the packet reading, I supply brief introductions below.
 
Instructions for Specific Assignments
 
A. Reading Analyses (# 2 under “Grading and Course Requirements”) of no more than 500-750 words; write on 3 (three) from the following 6 choices.
 

The purpose of these reading analyses is to develop your skills as readers and interpreters of primary sources, the basic documents a scholar uses to write history.  Listed below are approaches that you might want to take in your analysis of the six sets of primary sources listed on the Course Outline as possible subjects of analysis. If you want to write on a topic or set of questions different from those listed below, please check first with me before beginning your analysis.  

 

1.      On the excerpts from “The Great Treatise” of the Classic of Changes (Yijing) and Yuan Huang’s “Determining your own fate” (Packet 1.1 and 1.2).  Due Monday, January 9.  
 
Note that the two texts are from widely different periods in Chinese history.  The Yijing, though its exact date is uncertain, is from, at the latest, the 6th century B.C.E.; it is a philosophical text explaining the early Chinese view of the cosmos and a divination manual. “Determining your own fate” is the work of a late- sixteenth century scholar-official; it is intended as a guide for the author’s sons.  

 
You may consider any one of the following topics (and sets of questions) in writing on this or these sources:

 

a.       On the cosmology presented in “The Great Treatise” of the Yijing:  What vision of the cosmos or universe is described in this text?  What relationship are humans seen to have with (or what place are they seen to have in) the cosmos?  What does this relationship suggest about the scope and efficacy of human action in the world?

 

b.      On the relationship between “The Great Treatise” of the Yijing and the essay by Yuan Huang, “Determining your own fate”: These are very different texts—they were written at very different periods in Chinese history (see above) and for very different purposes.  How would you compare the cosmologies or worldviews expressed in these two texts?  Are they contradictory, radically different, similar, or identical? Explain.

 

c.       On the social implications of “The Great Treatise” and Yuan Huang’s “Determining your own fate”:  What understanding of human society is embedded in these two texts?  What impact would belief in the ideas and adherence to the principles set forth in these texts have on the understanding of the social order, of what a properly ordered society would be like?  What power is the individual given in the cosmos, according to the views set forth in these readings?

 

2.      On the Confucian tradition (Packet 1.3 and handout).  Due Wednesday, January 11.  
 

There are two relevant readings: a set of excerpts from the Analects of Confucius (6th – 5th c. BC), the foundational text of Confucian thought; and excerpts from Maintaining Perfect Balance (Zhongyong; 2nd c. ?), one of the Confucian Classics.  The Analects is a series of anecdotes and exchanges between Confucius and his disciples; it is a difficult text because the numbered entries of the text present scattered ideas rather than a comprehensive philosophical argument.  Thus the reader has to work hard to extract a systematic understanding of Confucius’s teachings.  Maintaining Perfect Balance does present a more coherent argument; the excerpts assigned explain how a man can become a sage (the goal of Confucius’s teachings) and what powers a sage exercises.  

 

Write on one of the following topics:

 

a.       On the basis of your reading of the excerpts from the Analects, what would you say are the major themes or concerns of Confucius?  How does he believe that a person (in his view, a man) becomes virtuous?  What is the perfectly virtuous man supposed to do once he has achieved moral perfection?  How is he supposed to attain this goal?  Do you see any relationship at all between this reading and the previous readings (from the Yijing and Yuan Huang’s “Determining your own fate”)? Explain.

 

b.      How, according to the Analects and Maintaining Perfect Balance, does a man become a sage?  What does becoming a sage mean—that is, what can a sage do that other people cannot?  What is the sage supposed to do after he achieves sagehood?  What are the social and political implications of this teaching?

 

 

 

3.      On the readings in Daoism, “Answering a Summons” (packet 1.5). Due Wednesday, January 18.
 
Select from one of the following topics:

 

a.       What does this biography of Zhou Ziliang reveal about the understanding of the relationship between gods and man in early Daoism?  What appear as the core beliefs of Daoism from this account?  

 

b.      How would you compare the beliefs expressed here and those set forth in the Classic of Changes or the readings from Confucius?  Do these texts express any shared assumptions or beliefs?  What are the differences in the religious beliefs or systems presented in these different texts? 

 

4.      On the readings in Buddhism, “The Scripture in Forty-two Sections” and “A Sutra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons” (Packet 1.7 and 1.8).  Due Monday, January 30.
 
Select from one of the following topics:

 
a.       How would you summarize the basic beliefs presented in the “Scripture in Forty-two Sections”?  Those presented in the second primary reading, “A Sutra Promoting the White-robed Guanyin as Giver of Sons”?  Are the two texts perfectly consistent—that is, do they present the same tenets of belief?  Or is there a difference in emphasis—or even contradictions or conflicts between the two texts?  Explain.

 

b.      How would you compare the basic beliefs presented in the Buddhist readings named above with the basic principles expounded in the sections you have read from the Analects of Confucius?  How do the visions of the universe, of the place of human beings in it, and the understanding of the potential scope of human action compare?  What are the major points of difference?  Of similarity?  How would you imagine the difference between a person who followed the dictates of the Analects and one who followed the dictates of Buddhism as described in these texts?

 

c.       How would you compare the basic beliefs presented in the Buddhist readings with those expounded in the biography of the Daoist Zhou Ziliang?  

 

5.      On the Familial Context for Religious Practices: Birth Customs, Funeral Processions, and Ancestral Rites (Packet 1.9, 1.10, and 1.11).  Due Wednesday, February 1.
 
“Birth Customs” and “Funeral Processions” are introduced in the packet. “Ancestral Rites” is an excerpt from a great eighteenth-century novel, The Story of the Stone (Shitou ji) or The Dream of the Red Chamber (Honglou meng), a story of a wealthy family (the Jia family) and its decline.  The excerpt in the packet describes the family activities and ancestral rituals that mark the New Year.  

 
Select from one of the following topics:

 
a.       Analyze in detail the religious/cosmological beliefs that underlie either the description of birth customs or ancestral rites.  Do these beliefs relate in any way to other beliefs we have discussed in the course (see all the readings above)?  If so, how?  If not, how are they different?  Are the customs and rituals linked by any common assumptions or beliefs?

 

b.      What does the description of the funeral processions suggest about the social place of religious belief and practice in Chinese society?  What beliefs does the procession reveal?  What does the author of the piece reveal about his own view of the practice of funeral processions?  How would you relate his beliefs about the funeral procession to the views presented in “Birth Customs” and “Ancestral Rites”?

 

6.      On “The Taiping Heavenly Chronicle” (Packet 1.20).  Due Monday, February 27.
 
This reading recounts the vision that inspired Hong Xiuquan (Hung Hsiu-ch’üan) to lead a rebellion against the Qing dynasty; it also describes the early proselytizing activities of the Taipings.

 
Explain briefly the set of beliefs that is explained in this text.  Clearly the Chronicle has been influenced by Christian beliefs.  What are the clearest Christian influences?  Are there any other influences or beliefs at work here—if so, what are they?  Do any of the doctrines expounded in this text undermine or contradict Christian beliefs—if so, how?  How would you characterize the beliefs presented in this document? 
 
 
B. Short paper (# 3 under “Grading and Course Requirements”): a paper of roughly 1000-1500 words on David Jordan’s Gods, Ghosts and Ancestors (Packet 2).   Due Monday, February 13.  

 

Select from one of the following topics:

 

1) On relationships between the practices Jordan describes and popular religious beliefs:  Jordan describes in concrete detail the practices and rituals of village life.  Can these practices and rituals be linked to the more abstract beliefs and principles expressed in the other texts we have read for the course?  In particular, how would you describe the relationship between the beliefs and rituals that Jordan describes and the Confucian, Daoist, and Buddhist beliefs expressed in earlier readings?  What would you conclude about the nature of village religious life on the basis of these comparisons?

 

2) On the role of religion in village life: What role would you say religion plays in village life, as described in this text?  What relationship does it bear to village politics and social organization?  Would you say that it functions primarily as a disruptive or as a cohesive force in village life?  Explain.

 

 
C. Longer final paper of roughly 2000 words (#4 under “Grading and Course Requirements”) on the relationship between religion and peasant rebellion in late imperial and modern China (late eighteenth- through late nineteenth-century China).  Due Monday, March 13.
 
            Select from one of the following topics:

 
1)      Choose one of the three rebellions that we have treated in the course and relate the beliefs that spawned them to the religious principles and practices covered in sections one (I) and two (II) of the course.  Would you say that the movement you have chosen draws upon or betrays these principles and practices (or both)?  Explain.

 

2)      Compare two or more of the rebellions and the beliefs that are associated with them.  What does this comparison suggest about the nature of popular religious beliefs in late imperial China, in particular about their functions as reinforcement or as challenges to the established social and political order?  

 

 

 

 

