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Civil War and Reconstruction
Course Description: This course is concerned with the Civil War and Reconstruction eras. We will discuss the origins of the War, which side won and why, and the War's conclusion; we will then explore attempts to remake Southern society during Reconstruction. We will describe the experiences of Northerners, Southerners, and Westerners, including ordinary people (soldiers, slaves, farmers, women) as well as famous generals and politicians. The course includes some material on military history, but its primary focus is not military history.

Course Requirements: Students are required to attend class, do the reading, take both exams, and write both papers. The reading will be announced each week, and the paper requirements will be explained in class well in advance of the due dates. All students are expected to be civil in class at all times, to the professor and to each other.

Required Reading
Bruce Catton, The Civil War 
Catherine Clinton and Nina Silber, Divided Houses 

Academic Objectives
Students should increase their factual knowledge of the period. 
Students should be able to write clear, persuasive essays on the exams and clear, persuasive papers. 
Students should sharpen their abilities to think critically about historical issues. 

Weekly Schedule
Week One: Origins of the Conflict

Week Two: Preparing for War

Week Three: The Amateurs' War (First exam)

Week Four: Homefronts

Week Five: The Professionals' War

Week Six: Fight to the Finish (First paper due)

Week Seven: Victories and Losses

Week Eight: First Reconstruction

Week Nine: Second Reconstruction

Week Ten: Reconciliation (Second paper due)

The final exam will be scheduled during exam week according to the Master Schedule.

Grading: Each exam and each paper will count for twenty-five percent of the grade. The exams will include fill-in-the-blank questions, maps, and short essays, and they will be drawn exclusively from study guides handed out in advance. Review sessions will be held before each exam There will be no open-book or take-home exams. Make-up exams are given only in extraordinary circumstances, such as an illness which must be explained by a doctor's note The make-up exam is always different from the exam taken by the rest of the class, and it is administered immediately after the student returns to class. All grades are determined by the professor's judgement of student performance.

Cheating and plagiarism are both unethical, and both violate University regulations. Any cheating or plagiarism cases will be handled according to the University's rules on Academic Misconduct. Incomplete grades will also be handled according to University regulations.


