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HISTORY OF SLAVERY IN NORTH AMERICA
FROM COLONIAL TIMES TO 1860


Course Description: In this course we will discuss the history of slavery in North America from the colonial era to the eve of the Civil War, with a strong emphasis on the antebellum period. We will include material on the history of slavery in other societies and on the enslavement of Indians in North America, but the focus will be on the experiences of Africans who were brought to North America beginning in the seventeenth century. We will discuss various aspects of the slave experience. such as work, religion. family life. gender. rebellion and resistance. We will also describe the experiences of free blacks. yeomen nonslaveholding whites, and slaveowners, and we will explore the significance of slavery as a political issue.

Required Reading:
Frederick Douglass. Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass 
Deborah Gray White, Ar'n't I a Woman: Female Slaves in the Plantation South 
Bertram Wyatt-Brown. Southern honor: Ethics and Behavior in the Old South 
Suzanne Lebsock. Free Women of Petersburg 

Schedule of Assignments:
Week One: Slavery and the Slave Trade in the Old World 
Begin reading Douglass book.

Week Two: Slavery in Colonial North America 
Begin reading White book

Week Three: Creation of an African-American Culture 
(Discussion of the Douglass book)

Week Four: The Slave Family and Gender 
(Discussion of the White Book)

Week Five: The Problem of Slavery in a Democratic Republic

MIDTERM EXAM

Week Six: Rebellion and Resistance

Week Seven: Slavery in the West, Freedom in the North 
Begin reading Wyatt-Brown book 

Week Eight: Slaveholders 
Discussion of the Wyatt-Brown book 
Begin reading Lebsock book

Week Nine: The Slaveholders' Dilemma 
Discussion or the Lebsock book

Week Ten: Political Crises

FINAL EXAM

Grading: Students will take two exams during the quarter -- a midterm and a final -- and each will count 25% of the grade. These exams will include maps and essay questions, and they may include fill-in-the blank questions; they will not include multiple-choice questions, and there will be no open book or take-home exams. The midterm will cover material for the first half of the quarter. The final exam is not comprehensive and will cover material for the second half of the quarter. Make-up exams are given in extraordinary circumstances only, such as an illness explained by a doctor's letter; the make-up exam is always different from the exam taken by the rest of the class, and it is scheduled as soon as possible after the student returns to class.

Undergraduates will also write a paper between ten and fifteen pages in length on a topic related to the course material; a list of topics will be handed out early in the quarter. Students must select a topic by the midterm. and papers are due on the last day of class. Friday, December 4. These papers must be typed or printed on a letter-quality printer. and they must conform to Kate Turabian's Manual for Writers, 5th edition. Late papers will not be accepted. The papers will count for 25% of the grade. Graduate students should speak to me about their papers.

Finally. students are expected to attend class regularly, to be courteous in class, and to participate in classroom discussions of the reading. Classroom behavior and participation will count for 25% of the grade

To summarize:

Midterm 25% of the grade
Final 25% of the grade
Paper 25% of the grade
Classroom participation 25% of the grade

Cheating is unethical and a violation of University regulations: the same is true for plagiarizing material for papers. Students are expected to be familiar with the University's rules on Academic Misconduct. and any cheating or plagiarizing cases will be handled according to those rules. Incomplete grades will also be handled according to University regulations.


