Hst 564








Fall 2005

Gilded Age to Progressive Era, 1877-1920
David Steigerwald

269 Dulles

Hours: M-W 10-12, and by appointment

e-mail: steigerwald.2@osu.edu
I. Required Readings: (All are available at SBX.)

Michael McGerr, A Fierce Discontent

Suzanne Lebsock, Murder in Virginia

Upton Sinclair, The Jungle

Elaine Abelson, When Ladies Go A-Thieving

Arthur Link, Wilson: Revolution, War, and Peace

Students with learning disabilities should see Prof. Steigerwald immediately in order to work out all necessary accommodations.

II. Course Description.  This course covers the United States from the end of Reconstruction to the conclusion of World War I.  By examining the Gilded Age and Progressive Era, it seeks to explain the emergence of modern America.  During these periods, the United States traveled from a rural, small-town society to a metropolitan one. The Great Immigration from eastern and southern Europe mixed into a population that had been largely Anglo- and African-American.  An economy of small, independent-producers grew into a corporate system of mass-production that relied heavily on an extensive division of labor and the technological expertise of applied science; and with mass-production came mass-consumption and commercialized leisure.  In the arts, the Romantic world of the nineteenth century gave way to radical experimentation, which included assaults on form in painting, poetry, and music; formalistic philosophies retreated against the Pragmatists.  The Victorian family decayed and unleashed a reorientation of gender relationships in both the public and private spheres.  And to impose some measure of order to these vast changes, Americans moved from the age of laissez faire to a regulatory state where power was concentrated increasingly in the federal government—indeed, in the executive branch.  World War I, which erupted largely out of the international scope of all of these developments, is a fitting conclusion.  
III. Course Schedule: 

A. The Farm Crisis and the Rise of Jim Crow: The Farmer’s Troubles and the Rise of Agrarian Politics; Populism and the Election of 1896; The Strange Career of Jim Crow: Segregation as a National Policy and the African-American Response. 

Readings:

McGerr, A Fierce Discontent, chs. 1-2


Lebsock, Murder in Virginia


Primary Source:


Booker T. Washington, “Atlanta Exposition Address”


Primary Source Essay due Oct 10
B. Industrial/Urban America: American Workers in the Age of Industrialization; Of Trade Unions and Socialists; Urbanization and Immigration; 

Working-class life; the Rise of the Regulatory State

Readings:


McGerr, chs. 3-5


Sinclair, The Jungle


Primary Source:


Theodore Roosevelt, “The New Nationalism”


Primary Source Essay due Oct 26

C. Progressivism: The Transformation of the Middle Class; Drift or Mastery: 

Progressivism as a Search for Order; Modernism in American Thought and 

Culture.

Readings: 

McGerr, chs. 6-7


Abelson, When Ladies Go A-Thieving


Primary Sources


Jane Addams, “The Subjective Necessity for Social Settlements”


Primary Source Essay due Nov 14

D. American Foreign Policy: American Diplomacy in the Age of Imperialism; Latin America as a US “sphere”; World War I.


Readings:


McGerr, chs. 8-9


Link, Wilson: Revolution, War, and Peace


Primary Source:


Woodrow Wilson, “War Address”



Primary Source Essay due Nov 30

IV. Student Obligations

A.  Primary Source Reflections (3 @ 10% each).  Three short essays that (2-3 pages, 5-6 paragraphs) that consider a primary source against its respective main reading.  While I will pose a question for each, these brief essays should indicate your understanding of how the document reflects the broader historical issues at hand.  You will choose which three of the four primary sources you write on.  You could also choose to write on all four and drop the lowest grade.

B. Mid-term Exam (30%).  A take-home exam, the midterm will include two essay questions.  You will be judged on your mastery of lecture material and course reading, as well as your ability to criticize that material.  Each essay should run 4-6 pages, or 7 to 12 paragraphs.  The midterm will be due Wednesday Nov 2.

C. Final (40%).  An in-class essay exam, the final will deal with material since the midterm but also include one comprehensive question.  As with the midterm, you will be asked to show your mastery of all lecture and reading material.

V. Grading scale: 

A: 92 and above


A-: 90-91

B+: 87-89



B: 83-86


B-: 80-82

C+: 77-79



C: 73-76     


C-: 70-72

D: 62-69



E: 62 and below

VI. Assignment Schedule

Primary Source Essay 1

Oct 10

Primary Source Essay 2

Oct 26

Midterm



Nov 2

Primary Source Essay 3

Nov 14

Primary Source Essay 4

Nov 30

Final Exam



Dec 5

VII. Late Policy.  Papers may be submitted in class or electronically.  Whatever you choose, you are responsible for ensuring that I receive your work on the day it is due.  Those submit electronically should request an e-mail reply as a receipt.  If you do not obtain a receipt, you cannot prove that your paper was submitted.  Papers will be penalized three points (essentially on letter grade) for each day late.

VIII. Academic Honesty: Students will scrupulously observe all university policies on academic honesty.  All cases of suspected academic misconduct will be presented to the appropriate University committee.  See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
IX.  Student-Instructor Social Contract:

In addition to my obligations to instruct in the above subject matter and your obligations to complete the assigned work, we agree, by virtue of our mutual participation in this class, to these further obligations: I promise to extend professorial respect and fairness of treatment, while you agree to extend respect in return and, further, to your fellow students.  This includes respecting the positions that others take in class discussion and extending good-faith consideration to those views you differ with.  In addition, you agree to conduct yourself with civility while in class.  Please do not speak while the professor or a fellow student is speaking.  Please do not distract others with loutish behavior.  If you have questions, by all means, raise your hand to signal the professor; don't interrupt a fellow student's concentration.  Cell phones, beepers, and other electronic gadgets are inherently conducive to bad manners and should never be permitted to interrupt class for any reason.  I will ask that you silence these electronic shackles before proceeding with each day’s business.

X. Curricular Note:  If you are taking this upper division course as a History Major, it represents an Area B (North America), post-1750 selection.  The course is also listed on the Education College’s PSP and has been used by Honors students as an upper division substitute for the second half of the GEC historical survey.  Most of the course will focus on the domestic history of the U.S. between 1917 and 1945; some international or world history context will be included, as will some U.S. military and foreign policy history, but there are other History courses (597, 582.02, and 583.02) that cover more comprehensively these topics.

Remember that University policy holds that “all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.” 
