History 565  From the New Era to the New Frontier, 1921-1963
  
 
Note:  If you are taking this upper division course as an History Major, it represents an Area B (North America), post-1750 selection.  The course is also listed on the Education College’s PSP and has been used by Honors students as an upper division substitute for the second half of the GEC historical survey.  Most of the course will focus on the domestic history of the U.S. between 1921 and 1963; some international or world history context will be included, as will some U.S. military and foreign policy history, but there are other History courses (597, 582.02, and 583.02) that cover more comprehensively these topics.
 
Note:  All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
 
Course Description:  This lecture-reading-discussion course analyzes the period in U.S. history between 1921—1963.  While the political reform context will frame the chronology, the interaction of cultural and social trends with the political culture will be highlighted.
 
Continuous reform is one highlight of American culture.  Reform impulses that emerged from the pre-World War I era of progressivism continued to underlie American political culture into the 1960s.  These impulses included attempts to Americanize and democratize the political culture and to humanize and rationalize the capitalist economy. Transitionally, Americans during this period moved from a producer to a consumer political economy and from what one historian has characterized as oscillations between “acquisitive individualism” and “cooperative individualism.”  Americans established large-scale bureaucracies in business and government to accommodate changes in the political economy.  These new institutions and the “modern” ideas behind them appeared to challenge long-held American values (18th and 19th century beliefs in individualism, freedom, and federalism), but Americans slowly accepted the new structures because they appeared to protect the old values even as they accommodated the new, modern world.
 
This period of American history parallels in world history a period of connected crises (World War I, the Great Depression, World War II, the early years of the Cold War).  During this time, Western Europe lost its prominence in the world and the U.S. emerged to take its place as the leading proponent of western liberalism.  For Americans, this was a time in which domestic and international forces converged to prod them to define themselves with respect to others in the world.
 
After establishing the antecedents and nature of the reform impulses in modern America, the course will survey how social, cultural, intellectual, and political-economic forces interacted with one another to create a series of continuous reform movements, from the New Era (dominated by business interests), to the New Deal in time of depression and war, to Harry Truman’s Fair Deal, to the New Republicanism of Dwight Eisenhower, and to the short-lived New Frontier of John F. Kennedy.
 
The lectures, discussions, readings, and films will give attention to how different groups of Americans (business and political elites, intellectuals, blacks, women, rural and urban groups) responded to the need for reform and particularly how each group interacted with the existing reform impulses.  By the end of World War II, and because of decisions made during the 1920s, 1930s, and 1940s, Americans had defined a society in which, with Federal government help within a federalist system, a growing mostly white middle class defined the majority values of the nation.  In that sense, then, the course uncovers the historical dynamics behind the creation of the “Establishment,” which came under attack by the various counter-culture movements in the 1960s and 1970s.  That same establishment, which had done much to help defeat totalitarianism in the early 1940s turned in the late 1940s and 1950s to responding to the specter of communism.  As with domestic reform, so too with foreign relations—Americans struggled to balance American values of individualism, freedom, and federalism with the need to show a common front against threats from abroad.  
 
Course Objectives:  By completing the reading assignments, attending class, and taking and studying their own notes on the lectures, discussions, and films, students will enhance their factual and conceptual knowledge of this period in U.S. History.  The written assignments will underscore these objectives as well as aid the student in improving his/her analytical and writing skills and encouraging independent thinking.
 
Assigned Readings:  One of the course requirements is to read the books listed below (see “Schedule of Lectures and Exams” for due dates).  All are available at SBX.  
 
William Leuchtenburg, Perils of Prosperity, 1914-1929 (2nd edition, 1993).
David M. Kennedy, The American People in the Great Depression Freedom from Fear Part I (1999).
John Steinbeck, The Grapes of Wrath (1939).
Michael C. C. Adams, The Best War Ever:  America and World War II (1993).
Lillian Hellman, Scoundrel Time (1976, 2000)
Daniel Horowitz (ed.), American Social Classes in the 1950s:  Selections from Vance Packard’s The Status Seekers (1995).
 
Office Hours:  I encourage you to visit me and the TA during our office hours in order to discuss course concepts, problems in writing, or whatever.  The TA’s office hours will be posted in class soon.  Please do not call the TA at home.  
 
Your Grade in This Course:  Because of the large number of students in the course and Department of History restrictions on the workload of the TAs, I can offer only three examinations through which to test your knowledge of the course materials.  Each exam will have two parts:  50% will consist of an essay; the other 50% will consist of short answers (and perhaps objective questions).  All exams are take-home and will be posted on the course web site as noted in the “Schedule of Lectures and Exams.”  All exams will be typed and double-spaced, with font no small than 11.
 
I assign these out-of-class exams in order to give you time to develop arguments that are clearly and concisely presented and grammatically correct.  If you do not set aside enough time to work on these exams, you will be defeating the purpose behind them.
 
The first two exams will count 30% each of the final course grade, while the final exam will count 40%.
 
You are forewarned that I will pursue cases of academic misconduct to the appropriate University committee.  See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
 
Special comments on grading:  
 
1)  Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course.
2)  In order to pass the course, you must pass the Final Exam with at least a 62.
3)  The TA and I reserve the right to consider improvement when determining final grades.
4)  Here are the grade breakdowns:
 
A:  92.6 and above; A-:  89.6-92.5; B+:  87.6-89.5; B:  82.6-87.5; B-:  79.6-82.5; C+:  77.6-79.5; C:  72.6-77.5; C-:  69.6-72.5; D+:  67.6-69.5; D:  62-67.5; E:  below 62
 
Grading Your Exams:  Most of your grade in this course will be based on how well you communicate in writing what you have learned.  You should refer to my handout, “Guide to Writing Short Answers and Essays in History.”  In addition, I furnish below brief descriptions of how you will earn your essay grades:
 
“C” essays will include:  an introductory paragraph that contains your thesis; a body of several paragraphs in which you offer evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions to support your thesis; and a conclusion that reiterates your basic argument.
            “B” essays will include:  all of the above requirements for a “C” essay plus more relevant data and analyses than is found in an average essay.
“A” essays will include:  all of the above requirements for a “B” essay plus more data and some indication of independent or extended thought.
As for “D” and “E” essays:  usually, these essays do not include a viable thesis and/or they do not include very much information from the course.
 
6)  Make-up Exams:  Given the time-frame in which you have to complete the exam, make-ups should not be needed. If you have a problem, however, in meeting the deadlines, you must contact me, not the TA, before the exam.  Only in extraordinary and verifiable cases will I give an extension on the take-home exams.
 
Attendance Policies:  Given the descriptions above with regard to what we expect on your assignments (evidence from the readings, lectures, and discussions), we expect you to attend regularly.  Very often material offered by students during discussions should be included in your answers.  
 
Schedule of Lectures and Exams
 

1)  I believe that note-taking makes an important contribution to enhancing the analytical skills necessary to perform good historical work.  Thus, I have NOT authorized a “note-taking” company to take and sell notes from this class; I do not allow tape recorders in class; and I do not post my lectures on the web (I do post the basic outlines).  The TA and I will not lend students our notes; students who miss a lecture are responsible for getting the notes from fellow students.
 

2)  Disability Services  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

 
Week              Topics
 
 
1                               Prelude:  Legacies of Reform to 1921
              
              Progressivism, World War I, and the First Red Scare
 
              The New Era in the 1920s
                  
                  Business and the American Plan
 
                  Reading:  Leuchtenburg, Prologue, Chs. 1-9

 
2                                Americanization:  Prohibition, 2nd KKK, Immigration Restriction
                  Missionaries of Modernity:  Advertising and the Personality and Consumer
                  Society
                  African Americans in the 1920s:  From Airplanes to Art
 
                  Reading:  Leuchtenburg, Chs. 10-13; begin The Grapes of Wrath
 
3                                The Illusion of Prosperity:  Toward a Crisis in Capitalism
                  The Irony and Tragedy of Herbert Hoover
 
                  The Great Depression and the New Deal
 
                        Democrats, FDR, and the Early New Deal
                        Critics of the New Deal
                        
                        Reading:  Kennedy, Chs. 1-8; continue The Grapes of Wrath 

 

4                                The Later New Deal, 1935-1939:  Social and Labor Policies
                  Film, “The Plow That Broke the Plains”
                  The Land and Capitalism:  Discuss The Grapes of Wrath
 
                  Reading:  Kennedy, Chs. 9-13; complete The Grapes of Wrath
 
5                                Legacies of the New Deal
                  American Foreign Policy, 1921-1941
                  
                  Thursday:  First Exam due.
 
6                The New Deal War
                                                                                                                  
                        Mobilization for WW II
                        Film, “The Negro Soldier”
                        Ethnic Americans, Women, and the War
 
                        Reading:  Adams, Chs. 1-4

 

      7                Mobilization in the South and West
                  The Manhattan Project
                  Early Years of the Cold War
 
                  Reading:  Adams, Chs. 5-7, Afterword

 
8                                   The Second Red Scare
 
Eisenhower Republicanism
 
                        Holding the Line on the New Deal
                        The New Look in Foreign Policy
 
                        Thursday:  Second Exam due
 
                        Reading:  Hellman, all

 

9                      African Americans, the Federal Government and Civil Rights
                        The Establishment Culture in the 1950s
                        Origins of Anti-Establishment/Counter-Culture
 
                        Reading:  Horowitz, all.

 

10                    The New Frontier
 
                        Cold War Tensions
                        The Assassination of a President
                        Legacies of Reform
 
Take-home Final Exam due to TAs during regularly scheduled final exam period.          
 
