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CONTEMPORARY AMERICA SINCE 1945


COURSE REQUIREMENTS: Attendance at lectures and the weekly discussions, an in-class examination, Friday, May 1st; a short (5-7 page) paper based on the assigned reading, due in class on Friday, May 15th; and a final examination, Monday, June 8th (at 11:30 a.m. to 1:18 p.m.). Graduating seniors will take their final examination on Monday, June 1st, at 1:30 p.m. to 2:48 p.m. at a location to be announced.

READING ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments should be completed prior to the Friday class meetings during which those assignments will be discussed. All of the books listed are paperbacks which those in the course are expected to purchase. The books are available at SBX. A few copies of the assigned books will also be placed on closed reserve at the E.H.S. Library (formerly the Undergraduate Library), 110 Sullivant Hall. Students wanting a more complete narrative account of events than the assigned readings provide may find consulting a textbook useful. Copies of Alan Brinkley, The Unfinished Nation, will be available on closed reserve at the Undergraduate Library for that purpose. Chapters 29-33 deal with the years examined in this course.

WEEK 1 Shaping the Peace, 1945-1949
John Hersey, Hiroshima

WEEK 2 Containment and Korea
Melvyn P. Leffler, The Specter of Communism, ch. 2-4

WEEK 3 Resurgent Republicans
Steve Fraser & Gary Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall
of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980, chap. 6

WEEK 4 The Middle Way
Harvard Sitkoff, The Struggle for Black Equality, 1954-1992, ch. 2-4

WEEK 5 The Fifties' System Under Stress, 1957-1962
no reading assignment, no discussion; in-class exam on Friday, May 1

WEEK 6 The New Frontiers
Fraser & Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall..., ch. 7-8

WEEK 7 The Great Society and Its Critics
Tim O'Brien, Going After Cacciato, ch. 1-25
Paper due in class on Friday

WEEK 8 Vietnam: The Containment Policy in Crisis
O'Brien, Going After Cacciato, ch. 26-46

WEEK 9 The Postwar Order Revised
William H. Chafe, The Paradox of Change: American Women
in the Twentieth Century, ch. 10-12

WEEK 10 The Rise and Decline of the New Right
Fraser & Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall..., ch. 9-10

ENROLLMENT: All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

PAPER ASSIGNMENT: Every student is required to write a short (5-7 page) paper, which is due at the beginning of class on Friday, May 15th. Students should select one of the books assigned for the course and write a book review of it. (If only part of the book was assigned for class discussion, you should also read the rest of the book so as to be able to review it in its entirety.) The review must be a critical one; that is, it must discuss and analyze both the positive and negative aspects of the book. Under no circumstances should it be merely a summary of the book's contents. If you are not well read in the subject with which the book deals, go to the library and look up other reviews of the book (the reference librarian in the Main Library will explain how) and discuss these as well as your own conclusions. However, if you use other reviews to help you shape your own comments and conclusions these reviews should be listed in a brief bibliography, specifying the date and source of the reviews. All quotations and paraphrases from the reviews should be carefully cited in the text of your own review Every review should contain an introduction and a conclusion, and every quotation should be footnoted with an accurate page reference. The review should be 5-7 typed, double-spaced pages in length. with standard margins and font sizes.

GRADING POLICIES: The various course requirements are weighted for grading purposes as follows: attendance and participation in weekly discussions: 15%, midterm: 25%, paper: 25%, final: 35% If for any family or medical reason you are unable to be present for an examination, you must contact Professor Stebenne beforehand and have his consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam. The date and time of any such make-up would be announced in class. No paper will be accepted after the stated due date unless agreement was reached with Professor Stebenne before that due date. Late papers will be penalized.


