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	History 569
American Labor History


COURSE DESCRIPTION: A study of the evolution of working-class life, culture, politics and trade unionism in America from the late 18th century to the present.

COURSE OBJECTIVES: The course is designed to enable students to master certain historical background, to develop analytical skills, and to improve written and oral communication.

READINGS:
Bruce Laurie, Artisans to Workers 
Robert Zieger, American Workers American Unions 
Dubofsky and Van Tine (eds.) Labor Leaders in America 

ATTENDANCE AND PARTICIPATION: History 569 is designed to integrate the student fully into the learning process. Each student is as responsible as the instructor for making it a good course. Consequently students are expected to attend class and participate in discussions. After a student has missed class twice, no matter the reason, her/his participation grade will be reduced 1 point for each subsequent absence.

ASSIGNMENTS:
Mid-Term Exam: The mid-term will contain both objective and essay sections. It will cover material from all the lectures to date, all of Bruce Laurie's Artisans to Workers, and Chapters 1 thru 7 in Dubofsky and Van Tine, Labor Leaders in America. 
Paper: Each student will write an historiographical essay on a selected topic from the bibliography distributed in class. Undergraduate papers should run between 1,250 and 1,500 words in length. They should be typed double spaces, and should compare and contrast at least three of the sources listed under the chosen topic. Graduate Student papers should run 1,800 to 2,000 words in length, be typed double spaced, and should compare and contrast at least five (5) of the works listed under the chosen topic. A sheet discussing the nature of an historiographic essay will be distributed in class. No paper will be read beyond the maximum length. 
Final Exam: The final will be both objective and essay. It will cover all lecture material since the mid-term, all of Robert Zieger's American Workers, American Unions, and Chapters 8 thru 15 in Dubofsky and Van Tine's Labor Leaders in America. One section of the exam will cover the entire scope of the course.

GRADING:
Participation 10%
Mid-term 30%
Paper 30%
Final 30%

WEEKLY TOPICS AND ASSIGNMENTS:
Week 1: The Nation's First Labor Problem: Jamestown 1607-1619; Servitude White & Black. 

Week 2: The Pre-Industrial Worker, the Libertine Spirit, and the Imposition of Industrial Morality. Read: Laurie, Chapters 1 & 2

Week 3: Crisis of the Craftsmen and the Factory Controversy. Read: Laurie, Chapters 3 & 4.

Week 4: The Social Contest of the Gilded Age Labor Movement and the Rise of Community Consciousness. Read: Laurie 5 & 6; Dubofsky & Van Tine, 1 and 2.

Week 5: The Rise of Craft Consciousness and the AFL. Read: Laurie 7; Dubofsky and Van Tine, Ch. 3. Mid-term exam.

Week 6: "Why No Socialism in American": The Progressive Consensus. Read: Dubofsky and Van Tine, Ch. 4 and 5.

Week 7: Labor in Retreat: Read: Zieger, Chapters 1-3.

Week 8: Labor's New Deal: Read: Zieger 4 & 5, Dubofsky and Van Tine, 6 & 7.

Week 9. The Rise of State Unionism, 1940-1970. Read Zieger 6 & 7; Dubofsky and Van Tine 8.

Week 10: Blue Collar Blues. Read: Zieger 8 and Conclusion; Dubofsky and Van Tine, 9.

FINAL EXAM ON ASSIGNED DAY.


