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	History 579.01
Introduction to Nineteenth Century
American Intellectual and Cultural History 

This course is designed to introduce students to major currents in American thought and culture between the founding of the nation and the development of modernity (1789 - 1900). Along the way, we will consider questions about the changing meaning of democracy, about the search for an American cultural and intellectual identity, and about how ideas are given cultural form.

This course will assume a basic familiarity with American history. Students are strongly encouraged to have taken History 151 and 152, or to have a solid understanding of American history, before enrolling in this course.

Requirements:
Class attendance is mandatory and expected. Class meets twice per week. One class each week will be reserved for a lecture and the other class will be run as a discussion seminar.

Beyond simple attendance, participation in discussion is expected. Students who do not intend to engage in class discussion should not enroll in this course. Students who miss more than four classes without a legitimate and verified excuse will not pass the course.

Students are also required to do all the assigned readings. The assignments are listed for each week of the course and readings are to be completed in time for the discussion session.

Four short papers will be required in this class. Each paper will be 2-3 pages in length, and will ask students to respond critically and analytically to a question provided by the professor. They are to be well-written and carefully reasoned. Due dates for the papers are listed in the class schedule. Papers handed in late will not be graded unless a previous arrangement has been made with the professor.

In addition, students will be called upon to make short presentations in class. We will develop these small projects as the class proceeds and takes shape. Performance on these will be figured as part of the class participation grade.

The course will conclude with a final project. This will be a 10-12 page essay and we will discuss this further in class.

The professor also reserves the right to administer up to three unannounced quizzes during the course of the term. These will be figured as part of the class participation grade.

For graduate students there will be an additional, secondary reading assignment made each week. The titles will be arranged with the professor. The short papers will take the form of critical review essays and the final project will be a substantial (20 pgs) historiographic essay. Finally, each graduate student will be called on once during the term to lead class discussion.

Evaluation in this course will be based on the following formula: Papers, 10% each (40%); class participation, 25%; final, 35%.

Readings:
The following texts will be required for this course; they are available at SBX, and are on reserve in the Undergraduate Library:

The American Intellectual Tradition, vol. 1, Hollinger and Capper, eds. 
Life of a Slave Girl, Yellin, ed. 
The Rise of Silas Lapham, William Dean Howells 
Looking Backward, Edward Bellamy 
Walden, Henry David Thoreau 
Black Elk Speaks 
The Education of Henry Adams, Henry Adams 
The Blithedale Romance, Nathaniel Hawthorne 

Class Schedule
Week 1: A Tale of Three Cities, A Tale of Three Thinkers 
Readings: Benjamin Franklin, "Selection from the Autobiography;" Thomas Paine, "Selection from Common Sense;" Thomas Jefferson, "Declaration of Independence" and "Selection from Notes on the State of Virginia" in Hollinger and Capper

Week 2: Fixing our Mistakes: Revivalism, Reform, and Utopia 
Readings: Hawthorne, The Blithedale Romance 
*FIRST PAPER DUE

Week 3: The American Newness, Searching for Cultural Identity 
Readings: Henry David Thoreau, Walden

Week 4: A Middle Class Nation / A Cult of Domesticity 
Readings: Catherine Beecher, "A Treatise on Domestic Economy," Margaret Fuller, "The Great Lawsuit," in Hollinger and Capper, Sarah Grimke, "Letters on the Equality of Women," "Mrs. A.J. Graves's Advice to Women," (handouts) 
*SECOND PAPER DUE

Week 5: The Peculiar Institution 
Readings: Yellin, ed. My Life as a Slave Girl

Week 6: The Darwinian Revolution 
Readings: To Be Announced

Week 7: Permanent Histories / Vanishing Cultures 
Readings: Black Elk Speaks 
*THIRD PAPER DUE

Week 8: All that Glitters is Gilded 
Readings: William Dean Howells, The Rise of Silas Lapham

Week 9: Imagining the Past, and the Future 
Readings: Edward Bellamy, Looking Backwards 
*FOURTH PAPER DUE

Week 10: The Modern and the Anti-Modern 
Readings: Henry Adams, The Education of Henry Adams (selections)


