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Course Description and Philosophy:
History 580.01, The History of European Warfare From the Renaissance to 1870, explores the military history of Europe and those portions of the world in which European military institutions and patterns of warfare dominated from the fourteenth century through the Franco​Prussian War. The course traces the development of the tactical means and operational methods of organized, socially sanctioned armed violence—that is war—and the development of strategies within which to apply them for political, economic or social ends. Implicit to this orientation is a concern with the theory of war and its historical development. The course devotes particular attention to the relationships between changing technology, the manner in which warfare is conducted and the purposes for which wars are fought. Though the student need not agree, the course is organized and taught with the assumption that understanding the nature and dynamics of these relationships in the past will enhance our ability to understand them in the present and to predict their nature in the future.

History 580.01 concentrates on those regions where the means and ends of war developed first and advanced furthest and where the resultant political and cultural impact was greatest. In fact, the two were largely synonymous and the combined process is commonly referred to as the military revolution. The military revolution and its historiography are major course themes. The focus is on Europe including the Ottoman Empire through the seventeenth century, and expands to encompass the economically advanced portions of North America from the eighteenth. The course addresses developments in Asia and South America only insofar as they influenced the theory and practice of war in the periods and regions described above.

The principal focus of the course is on land warfare: naval matters are addressed only where warfare at sea had a major impact on conflict on land and within the overall context of the military revolution. Field warfare, siege or positional warfare, guerilla warfare and the war of economic attention are addressed as distinct branches of military theory and practice and receive roughly equal emphasis. The course focuses on five dominant aspects of organized, socially sanctioned, armed conflict: 

the psychology of war, with emphasis on the social dynamics of the primary combatant group; 
the development and application of military technology; 
the tactical means by which armed force and forces have been applied; 
the nature of the relationships among these psychological, tactical and technological factors, and, 
the development and application of strategies to control and exploit these factors. 

Syllabus
This syllabus is the basic guide to History 580.01. In addition to laying out course requirements, schedule and reading assignments, it embodies an expanded outline of the subject matter and an implicit guide to course methodology.

Course Requirements:
Undergraduate requirements consist of a midterm, a final exam, and an eight page critical review of two related books read in addition to the course texts. Graduate students will enroll in history 791; their course requirements are the same as for 580.02 except that they will meet once a week as a seminar and will submit a research paper of approximately fifteen pages length instead of the book review. Students must complete all three assignments to receive a grade. Research papers and book reviews must have a bibliography and be documented according to a recognized method of source attribution. Footnotes, endnotes, or both may be used as appropriate; parenthetical source references are not acceptable. A suitable term project such as a historical conflict simulation may be done in lieu of the book review or research paper with the approval of the instructor. Classroom attendance is expected and will be reflected in the participation grade.

Course Objectives:
The student should acquire a basic understanding of the development of European patterns of war, c. 1800​1872, in terms of the course parameters and themes: the student will also develop and refine his or her understanding of the changing nature of war and its capabilities and limitations as an instrument of policy. Graduate students will finish the course prepared to develop and offer an undergraduate survey course covering the same basic material.

Scheduling and Administration:
My office is 148 Dulles Hall. My office house, along with TA office hours, will be announced in class. We will schedule individual appointments if you are unable to meet during our scheduled office hours. I will normally be available to answer questions and for conferences after class. Lectures and classroom discussions may be tape recorded only with my specific permission. Professional note​taking is not allowed.

Grading and Examinations:
For graduate students, the midterm examination counts for 20% of the grade, the term paper is worth 45%, and the final examination 30%. For undergraduates, the midterm counts 25%. The book review is worth 30%, and the final is worth 40%. Classroom participation counts for 5% of the grade.

The examinations are designed to test your ability to organize, analyze, and explain what you know, more than to find out what you do not know. About 20% of each examination consists of objective questions (short answer identifications and definitions, map questions and the like): the rest consists of four one page essay questions selected from twelve to fifteen alternatives. The one page essay questions are printed at the top of a normal sheet of paper (the same size as this one) and must be answered on the same side of the same page, with allowances for those with large handwriting whose answers may spill over onto another page. Questions requiring you to display or interpret information on maps and national scenarios will be included i8n the options, and you will be required to respond to at least one of each. National scenario questions require you to put yourself in the place of a historical actor and describe his or her situation and observations and reactions to them. The typical subjects of national scenario questions are ordinary people, soldiers, and civilians, male and female. The large number of options provides you with positive incentive for increasing your depth of knowledge and understanding of selected portions of the course material, as opposed to covering a greater breadth of material superficially. In practical terms this means that placing increased study effort in areas which are of particular interest to you should benefit rather than penalize you.

Grades:

History 580.01 is graded on the basis of 1,000 points, allocated as follows:

Exercise
Possible points
 

 

Undergraduates
Graduate Students
Midterm 

 

250points


200 points

Book Review

 


300 points

Term Paper


450 points

Final Exam

 


400 points

300 points


Class Participation

 

50 points

50 points

Total

 

1,000 points

Graphics:
Whenever practical, I have rendered graphics in course materials to a constant scale of 1:28 (7/16" = 1') to permit direct visual comparison at the various items depicted. Smaller scales are used where perspective is involved and for depictions of large objects such as ships or fortifications: larger scales are used for detailed depictions of smaller objects. The graphics were drawn by the or rendered from optically scanned photocopies of the sources indicated.

Workbook:
A student workbook based on the lecture notes plus maps, figures, and graphics is available for purchase at Cop​Ez in the basement of Bricker Hall. The workbook is useful for note​taking and as a study guide. It provides a reference for definitions, dates, names, the spelling of unfamiliar terms, and so on.

Readings:
The lectures in History 580.01 are supported by readings in the texts as indicated in the syllabus. Knowledge of the basic texts is basic to the course and will be tested. Optional texts are recommended for developing depth and breadth of knowledge. All texts are on sale in the Student Book Exchange. The supplemental bibliography is provided for the student who desires to go beyond the minimum course requirements. The more important supplemental texts which support specific lectures are listed in the syllabus, as are readings from standards works such as encyclopedias and the Bible.

Basic Texts:

John Keegan, The Face of Battle (New York, 1976).

Charles W. C. Oman, The Art of War in the Middle Ages (Ithaca, New York, 1953). 

Clifford J. Rogers, ed., The Military Revolution Debate: Readings on the Military Transformation of Early Modern Europe (Boulder, Colorado, 1995).

Gunther, Rothenberg, The Art of Warfare in the Age of Napoleon (Bloomington, Indiana, 1978).

Optional Texts: 

Don W. Alexander, Rod of Iron French Counterinsurgency Policy in Aragon During the Peninsular War (Wilmington, Delaware, 1985).

Carl von Clausewitz, On War, Peter Paret and Michael Howard, tr. (Princeton, 1976).

John A. Lynn, ed., Feeding Mars: Logistics in Western Warfare from the Middle Ages to the Present (Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1993).

William McNeill, The Pursuit of Power: Technology, Armed Force and Society Since AD 1000 (Chicago, 1982).

Simon Pepper and Nicholas Adams, Firearms and Fortifications: Military Architecture and Siege Warfare in Sixteenth​Century Siena (Chicago, 1986).

Supplemental Bibliography:

Reading on reserve are indicated with an asterisk.

F. E. Adcock, The Greek and Macedonian Art of War (Berkeley, 1957). 

Alan Beyerchen, "Chance and Complexity in the Real World: Clausewitz on the Nonlinear Nature of War," International Security, Vol. 17, No. 3 (Winter 1992/93).

Phillipe Contamine, War in the Middle Ages, Michael Jones, tr. (Oxford, 1984).

David G. Chandler, The Campaigns of Napoleon (new York, 1966).

— Atlas of Military Strategy (New York, 1980).

Christopher Duffy, Siege Warfare, the Fortress in the Early Modern World 1494​1660 (London, 1979). *

John F. Guilmartin, Jr., Gunpowder and Galleys: Changing Technology and Mediterranean Warfare at Sea in the Sixteenth Century (Cambridge, England, 1974). *

John Keegan, "Command Performances," review of The Pursuit of Power, by William McNeill, The New York Review of Books (January 20, 1983), 9​11. *

"War and Man's Past, History Today, Vol. 33 (January 1983), 27​32.

John A. Lynn. The Bayonets of the Republic: Motivations and tactics in the Army of Revolutionary France 1791​94 Urbana, Illinois, 1984). *

Edward N. Luttwak, The Grand Strategy of the Roman Empire From the First Century A.D. to the Third, (Baltimore, 1976). *

J. S. Morrison and J. F. Coates, The Athenian Theme: The history and reconstruction of an ancient Greek warship (Cambridge, 1986).

Charles W. C. Oman, A History of the Art of War in the Middle Ages. (New York, 1924). * (This and the following book are now available in reprint.)

Geoffrey Parker, The Military Revolution: Military innovation and the rise of the West, 1500​1800 (Cambridge, 1988). *

Charles W. C. Oman, A History of the Art of War in the Sixteenth Century, New York, 1937). *

Geoffrey Parker, The Army of Flanders and the Spanish Road 1567 ​ 1659 

(Cambridge, 1972). *

Theodore Ropp, War in the Modern World (Durham, North Carolina: 1959). *

Dennis E. Showalter, Railroads and Rifles: Soldiers, Technology and the Unification of Germany (Hamden, Conn.: 1975).

Andrew Wheatcroft, The World Atlas of Revolutions (New York, 1983). *


