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	History 582.02
American Military Policy, 1914Ð1996


The purpose of this course is to describe and analyze the history of American military policy since World War I. It will focus on the interrelationship of foreign and military policy, the conduct of war, the genesis of policyÐmaking and maintenance of civilian control of that process, and the influence of American society upon the armed forces as social institutions. The course covers World War I, World War II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War, and the Persian Gulf War.

The course consists of lectures, audioÐvisual presentations, required reading, and inÐclass discussion. The class will take two midÐterms and a comprehensive final examination. Each undergraduate will read three books beyond the required reading and write a review essay; graduate students will read six books and write a review essay. The books will be selected by the students from the course bibliography or chapter bibliographies in For the Common Defense unless otherwise approved by the teacher.

The required readings are:
Millett and Maslowski, For the Common Defense: A Military History of the United States of America. 
Skaggs and Browning, eds., In Defense of the Republic: Readings in American Military History 
Adams, The Best War Ever. 
Kaufman, The Korean War. 
Herring, America's Longest War: The United States and Vietnam, 1950-1975. 

I. THE UNITED STATES AND THE WORLD WARS

1st Week

March 31: The Study of Military History

April 1: Progressive Era Military Reform

2: American Military Policy and World War I

3: American Military Policy and World War I

4: NO CLASS

2nd Week

April 7: Sea Power Reassessed: Limitations, 1920s

8: Sea Power Reassessed: Rearmament, 1930s

9: Interwar Army: Manpower Planning

10: Interwar Army: Industrial Mobilization

11: NO CLASS

3rd Week

April 14: The Development of the Army Air Corps

15: The Development of Amphibious Warfare

16: The U.S. and World War II

17: The U.S. and World War II

18: The U.S. and World War II

4th Week

April 21: The U.S. and World War II

22: The U.S. and World War II

23: The U.S. and World War II

24: The U.S. and World War II

25: EXAMINATION

Reading:

Millett and Maslowski, Common Defense, Introduction, Chapters 10-14; 
Adams, Best War Ever; 
Skaggs and Browning, In Defense, Parts VI-VIII 

II. GLOBAL DEFENSE AND COLLECTIVE SECURITY, 1945-65

5th Week


April 28: Military Policy and Containment, 1945-50

29: The Adoption of a Nuclear Strategy

30: The Politics of Defense Organization

May 1: The Formation of NATO

2: The Formation of NATO

6th Week

May 5: The Korean War, 1950-53

6: The Korean War

7: The Korean War

8: The Korean War

9: NO CLASS

7th Week

May 12: "The New Look," 1954-61

13: "The New Look"

14: "Flexible Response," 1961-65

15: "Flexible Response"

16: EXAMINATION

Reading:

Millett and Maslowski, Common Defense, Chapters 15 and 16; 
Kaufman, The Korean War; 
Skaggs and Browning, In Defense, Parts IX and X 

III. DEFENSE POLICY AND THE END OF THE COLD WAR, 1965-1995

8th Week

May 19: Counterinsurgency

20: Counterinsurgency

21: Vietnam War

22: Vietnam War

23: Vietnam War / PAPER DUE

9th Week

May 26: NO CLASS

27: Vietnam War

28: Vietnam War

29: "The Nixon Doctrine"

30: The Defense of Europe, 1970-89

10th Week

June 2: Carter Defense Policy

3: Reagan Defense Policy

4: The Gulf War, 1990-1991

5: The Gulf War, 1990-91

6: Beyond the Cold War, 1990s

Reading:

Millett and Maslowski, Common Defense, Chapter 17 and Epilogue; 
Herring, America's Longest War; 
Skaggs and Browning, In Defense, Part XI 

Special Dates:

MID-TERM EXAMINATION: April 25 and May 16 

BOOK ANALYSIS ESSAY: May 23 

FINAL EXAMINATION: Monday, June 9, 7:30 a.m. 

Grades due Monday, June 16


Grading:

The value of the midterms and book essay is 100 points each, and the final is worth 200 points. Final grades are determined on a total numerical score basis: 450 and above = A 

400 and above = B 

350 and above = C 

300 and above = D 

below 300 = E.


The instructor will adjust score levels to assign pluses and minuses. 

The instructor will penalize late papers by five (5) points a day in the absence of a compelling excuse. 

Guide to supplementary book analysis


Requirements:

You will read three (undergraduates) or six (graduate students) books listed in the course or text bibliography. The review of your reading should be at least ten legible and grammatically correct typewritten pages. At the top of the first page, list the title of the books, authors, name of publisher, date and place of publications. An example:


Marshall, S.L.A. Pork Chop Hill (New York: Morrow, 1956). 


A review should accomplish two basic things:


1. Summarize the book's major points and, 

2. present the reviewer's assessment of the book's merit on the basis of his own critical reading.


A skillful reviewer combines these ingredients.


One of the skills an educated person must develop is the ability to read a book critically. To appraise a book, a reader must answer four basic questions.


1. Who is the author? What are his qualifications for writing this particularly work? What is his background? The reader must identify the author's purpose and viewpoint. What else has the author written, and what have reviews said about his work?


2. What is the author's evidence? Where did he get his informationÐÐfrom personal experience, interviews, careful research through manuscripts and documents, from printed materials, from the works of others? How reliable are the sources? Does the author indicate where he got his informationÐÐin footnotes, preface, bibliography, or casual references in the text? Next, the reader must decide if the author has used the evidence with care and discrimination. Do his conclusions and interpretations logically follow from his evidence or does he pervert or misinterpret the facts to suit his thesis? Are you convinced by the evidence; do you accept the author's conclusion? Be able to cite specific instances of bias, prejudice, or impartiality and to explain the basis for any praise or criticism you have. 


3. Is the material presented well? Is the book readable and well organized? Who has the author written for, the expert or the interested layman? Does the book convey the vitality of the original events or is the writing lifeless?


4. What, if anything, did the book contribute to your knowledge and understanding of the subject matter?


Suggestion for Method of Work.


Take notes as you read; jot down your ideas. Identify the book's central theme and the author's point of view. After completing your reading, lay the book (and your notes) aside, then review both later and write a draft review. Then, after a day or two and eight cups of coffee, revise your review for clarity, syntax, and organization.


Although the above description of the thought process of a book reviewer may be helpful, you should not rigidly follow the four steps in actually writing the paper or give each step equal attention. Some information may be quickly summarized: other information, particularly the book's major theme and principal conclusions, should receive the bulk of your attention. The important goal of a book reviewer is to tell what is in a book and why it should be read. Deal with ideas, concepts, and interpretations. You may want to read some book reviews in historical journals or major reviewing journals like the New York Times Book Review or the New York Review of Books, which may be found in the Main Library. 


