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UNITED STATES DIPLOMACY SINCE 1920

Lecturer:  Professor Robert J. McMahon

Course Description: Between 1920 and the present, the United States became a global superpower. Boasting vast industrial and economic power, a burgeoning military capability, atomic and nuclear weaponry (after 1945), a stable and liberal political order, and an expansive culture, it became the most powerful country on earth during the second half of the 20th century, and remains so today. For better of worse, U.S. foreign policy directly affected the lives of American citizens and the peoples of many other countries around the world.  


In this course, we will study the major trends in U.S. foreign policy since 1920. The first half of the course will examine the U.S. attainment of global power, focusing on economic policy and strategy in the 1920s, the origins and conduct of World War II, and the origins of the Cold War. The second half of the course will examine the U.S. exercise of global power, focusing on the escalation of the Cold War in Europe and Asia, the response to revolutionary nationalism in the Third World, including Vietnam, and the end of the Cold War. The course will culminate with an analysis of post-Cold War diplomacy, including the response to 9/11 and the recent wars against Iraq.
 
Lectures and readings will introduce you to historical controversies and conflicting interpretations, which you will be expected to analyze critically in writing and discussions.


History majors should note that this course will count as a Group A or Group B course and as a post-1750 course.

Academic Objectives:

From this course you should gain the following skills and competencies:

1. To develop the ability to assess and critically think about historical issues and how people interpret those issues;

2. To gain a basic factual knowledge of this historical period;

3. To develop some skills in analyzing historical evidence and reaching informed conclusions about it.

Required Books:

The following books are required reading and should be available at campus bookstores.  

Michael H. Hunt, ed., Crises in U.S. Foreign Policy:  An International History Reader. 0300065973

David Reynolds, From Munich to Pearl Harbor: Roosevelt's America 
and the Origins of the Second World War. 1-56663-390-7

J. Samuel Walker, Prompt & Utter Destruction: Truman and the Use 
of Atomic Bombs against Japan.  0-8078-4662-7

Melvyn P. Leffler, The Specter of Communism: The United States

and the Origins of the Cold War, 1917-1953. 0-8090-1574-9

Peter L. Hahn, Crisis and Crossfire: The United States and the 
Middle East Since 1945.  1-57488-820-X

Warren I. Cohen, America’s Failing Empire: U.S. Foreign Relations Since the Cold War. 

Meetings:

Classes will meet every Monday and Wednesday from 1:30 am to 3:18 pm, in Scott Lab, Room 24.  Attendance is expected at all class meetings.  

Office Hours:

My office is in Dulles Hall 332 (telephone 292-2613; e-mail <mcmahon.121@osu.edu>). My office hours are Mondays, 9:30-11:15 am, and Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 am, and by appointment. Modifications of these hours will be announced in class as far in advance as possible.

Enrollment:

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Examinations:

The midterm exam will be given during class on Monday, May 3.  The final exam will be administered at the regular, university-scheduled time from classes meeting at this time slot.  Both exams will cover material from lectures and assigned readings and will consist primarily of essay questions.  The final exam will be comprehensive, though it will emphasize material covered since the mid-term.  You will NOT be permitted to consult books, notebooks, or other aids during the exams.  Any student with an unexcused absence from an exam will earn an E for that test.  

Make-up exam policy:

If for any family or medical reason you find it absolutely necessary to miss an examination, you must contact me before the exam and have my consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam.  The date and time of any make-up exam will be announced in class.

Essay:

You must complete one out-of-class writing assignment based on the Hahn book.  Your essay will be due on Monday, May 24. Early submissions are welcome. Papers turned in late will be assessed penalties of a half letter grade per day late; papers will not be accepted more than one week after the due date. To be fair to all students, no exceptions to this rule will be granted.

      Information about and general guidelines regarding the essay assignment will be given in class.

Method of determining final grade:

Your course grade will be determined according to the following formula:


Paper 30%


Midterm exam 30%

Final exam 40%  

Course grades will be based on the following scale (scores are minimum needed for the grades indicated):


A  93


A- 90


B+ 87


B  83


B- 80


C+ 77


C  73


C- 70


D+ 67


D  60


E  less than 60

If a numerical grade is within one percentage point of the next highest threshold, I will round up that grade if the student has attended regularly and participated appropriately in class discussions.

Other expectations:

Your colleagues depend on your cooperation in maintaining a classroom environment conducive to learning. Late arrivals, early departures, and other disruptive behaviors are strongly discouraged. Substantive questions and comments, by contrast, are welcome at all times. 


You are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity. Cheating, plagiarizing, or practicing other forms of academic misconduct will not be tolerated and, consonant with university regulations, may result in failure of the course or other penalties. For university regulations governing academic misconduct, see http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html.


Any student who thinks that she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss specific needs. The student should also contact the Office for Disability Services at 292-3307 or in 150 Pomerene Hall to document the disability and to coordinate appropriate accommodations.

Suggestions:

If you do not understand a course requirement or course material, please ask about it. I am here to help you and welcome opportunities to answer your questions.

If you do not understand the grading of your examination, please seek clarification at the earliest opportunity.

Consider the following suggestions to assist you in writing essay exams:

1. Always relate exam points to time. If the exam has three sections of equal value, apportion your time equally. Do not spend longer on one of the sections than the percent of the grade justifies.

2. Before beginning to write, outline your essay to ensure orderliness as you write. Then compose an essay including an introduction, a body of several paragraphs, and a brief concluding paragraph. Following this advice rather than writing down thoughts as they come to mind will help you produce an organized, coherent essay.

3. Remember that the prime concern of history is to analyze change over time. When, why, and how the changes occurred and the significance of the changes to American history are central questions in this course. Bear this in mind as you take notes, read, and review.

4. I want you to succeed on the exams in general proportion to the time and effort you invest in studying.  If this does not happen on the midterm, please talk to me at once.

Schedule of assignments:


Lectures and assignments are tentatively scheduled below. Most classes will consist primarily of lecture, but ample time will be reserved for questions and discussion.  Significant portions of some classes will be devoted exclusively to discussion of required readings (these will be announced in advance). Please be prepared to make thoughtful contributions to each class. Readings are assigned on a weekly basis. You are expected to familiarize yourself with the topics of reading assignments and complete them in conjunction with the appropriate lectures.  

1. March 29

Introduction to the course; Wilson’s Legacy


READINGS:  Hunt, introduction and ch. 1 (recommended, but not required)

2. March 31

Republican Diplomacy in the 1920s

3. April 5

U.S. Foreign Policy, 1931-1938 

READINGS:  Reynolds (entire book); Hunt, ch. 2

4. April 7

Origins of World War II 

5. April 12

The Diplomacy of a Global War
READINGS: Walker (entire book)

6. April 14

The Origins of the Cold War

READINGS:  Leffler (entire book); Hunt, ch. 3

8. April 19

Cold War in Europe, 1945-1952

9. April 21

Cold War in Asia, 1945-1952





READINGS:  Hunt, ch. 4

10. April 28
     Eisenhower’s “New Look” Foreign Policy

11. May 3


Mid-Term Exam 

12. May 5


Kennedy, Johnson, and the Cold War 


READINGS: Hunt, ch. 5 

13. May 10

Vietnam I: Getting In

                    READINGS:  Hunt, ch. 6

14. May 12

Vietnam II: Getting Out

15. May 17

Nixon, Kissinger, and Détente





READINGS:  Hunt, ch. 7; Hahn (entire book)

16. May 19

Jimmy Carter and the World

17. May 24
     The Middle East: A Persistent Puzzle


(ESSAY DUE)

18. May 26

Ronald Reagan and the Renewed Cold War

19. May 31

Memorial Day holiday

20. June 2

From 11/9 to 9/11: The Post Cold War Era


READINGS:  Hunt, ch. 8; Cohen (entire book)


