***PLEASE NOTE: THIS IS A TENTATIVE SYLLABUS—ASSIGNED BOOKS ARE NOT YET FINAL***

HISTORY 594: WITCHES, SAINTS & SKEPTICS

Winter 2010, MW 2:30–4:18 
McPherson Lab 2017

Professor Karen Spierling

222 Dulles Hall 

spierling.1@osu.edu, 688-4115



Office Hours: MW 10:15–11:15 or by appointment 

COURSE DESCRIPTION

In this course, we will examine the place of the divine, the demonic, and the supernatural in the religious beliefs and daily lives of people in early modern Europe (about 1400–1700).  Those centuries were a period of great changes and developments that affected the way Europeans understood their relationship to one another, to other societies, and to the divine.  This course will focus on the ways that the concerns, goals, and convictions of religious and political authorities, on the one hand, and the general population, on the other, helped to determine the perceptions, definitions, and categorizations of both saints and witches (especially but not only women)—including the phenomena of witchcraft trials and Inquisition cases.  Both saints and witches were set apart from the rest of early modern society, and both groups were believed to have a special relationship with the divine (God or the devil).  During the course of the semester, we will examine the historical context of the period to see how these beliefs were tied to religious, social, political, and economic developments, and how they changed (and did not change) over the early modern period.  

At the end of this course, students will have

· developed their knowledge and understanding of key historical events, processes, and themes related to the European beliefs about the divine, demonic, and supernatural in the early modern period

· developed their ability to frame historical questions and think critically about the significance of and connections among historical events and developments
· strengthened their analytical and critical reading skills, including analyzing both primary and secondary sources

· developed their ability to express their historical analyses and syntheses in writing and orally more clearly, concisely, coherently, and elegantly.

REQUIRED TEXTS
Nancy Caciola, Discerning Spirits: Divine and Demonic Possession in the Middle Ages (Cornell, 

2006), ISBN 978-0801473340

Brian Levack, The Witchcraft Sourcebook (Routledge, 2003), ISBN 978-0415195065
Darren Oldridge, The Witchcraft Reader, 2nd ed. (Routledge, 2008), ISBN 978-0415415651

RECOMMENDED TEXT
Kaspar von Greyerz, Religion and Culture in Early Modern Europe 1500–1800 (Oxford, 2008), ISBN978-0195327663

CARMEN
All additional assigned readings can be accessed through the class website on CARMEN.  I will also post lecture term lists there, as well as discussion questions for the readings, a copy of the paper assignment and syllabus, and any other class materials you may need.

IMPORTANT NOTES

Please feel free to come and talk to me or to e-mail me at any point during the quarter if you have questions or concerns about coursework or about the world of history in general.  E-mail is the quickest way to contact me with pressing questions or to set up an appointment.

In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

If you are in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations, please let me know immediately so that we can work together.  Students with disabilities must be registered with the Office for Disability Services, located at 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

COURSE REQUIREMENTS, ASSIGNMENTS AND GRADING
Attendance and Participation  
I will take attendance regularly and will expect you to be present at lecture and prepared to participate in class discussion of the assigned readings and lecture material.  While the format of the class is primarily lecture, we will have regular class discussions, both in small groups and as a whole class.  Your participation grade will be based on your active participation in class discussions demonstrating your completion of the assigned readings and your understanding of the lecture material and on brief weekly quizzes on the assigned readings.  Each week I will post discussion questions ahead of time on CARMEN.  I will expect you to be prepared to answer the assigned questions as a starting point for our class discussion.
More than two unexcused absences will result in a drop of a full letter grade for the “Attendance and Participation” component of your grade.  Every additional unexcused absence after the first three will result in another dropped grade.  A pattern of lateness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.   
Submission of Assignments

All assignments must be completed and submitted by the announced deadlines. You must complete all assignments.  Failure to complete any one assignment (map quiz, paper or exams) will result in an “E” for the semester.

Late Assignments

Extensions will be allowed only if they have been arranged ahead of time with me and only in extenuating circumstances.  If you submit work late without just cause, or without a previously approved excuse, you may have your grade reduced by a full letter grade per day late (i.e. a B would become a C, a B- would become a C-).  The pressures of other course work, employment, and extra-curricular activities do not constitute valid excuses for late assignments.  Note the due dates on the syllabus and plan ahead.  There is no provision in this course for additional papers for extra credit or to substitute for requirements.
Make-up exams will be given only in cases of serious illness or other emergency, and only when you contact me immediately.  If you know that you will miss an exam day for a university-approved reason (athletic event, etc.), you must contact me ahead of time to arrange another exam time.
Evaluation   
Your grade for the course will be determined by the following: 

Midterm Exam



20%

Final Exam




30%

8-page paper




25%

Weekly quizzes



10%


Class participation



15%

Total





100%

Grade Breakdown

A: 92.6 and above; A-: 89.6-92.5; B+: 87.6-89.5; B: 82.6-87.5; B-: 79.6-82.5; C+: 77.6-79.5; C: 72.6-77.5; C-: 69.6-72.5; D+: 67.6-69.5; D: 62-67.5; E: below 62

Weekly Quizzes  
Unless otherwise announced, quizzes will be on Wednesday and will cover the readings assigned for both days that week.  They will be brief (about 5 questions) and will consist of fill-in-the-blank and/or short answer questions.
Exams

The midterm and final exams will be in-class exams.  They will consist of a combination of term identifications and essay questions.  Students will have a choice of ID’s and questions to answer.  The final exam will cover the material presented from the midterm to the end of the quarter, with the exception of one essay question that will cover the entire quarter.  For both exams, I will provide a study guide ahead of time.
Paper Assignment  
You are required to write an 8–page research paper centered on a witchcraft trial, Inquisition trial, or other official investigation of possession or supernatural activity. Starting with the primary source records (in translation) from a European case of your choice from the late medieval or early modern period, your goal will be to collect additional information through secondary sources and then to make an argument about how that particular case was connected to its specific religious, social, and political context—in other words, why did that case develop at that particular time, in that particular place, with its particular form and consequences?   

I will hand out detailed assignments with more specific information and suggestions for finding cases to examine.  Official university, archive, or library websites are acceptable sources for your primary source material.  All sources for your paper (including assigned readings and any information cited from class lectures) must be clearly cited using footnotes formatted according to Chicago Style.  

Note on Grading Expectations for Exam Essays and Papers

Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk, Jr., called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument and/or organizing principle; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; has consistent problems with basic sentence construction; and/or does not address the assignment. 

Additional Class Policies
I will start and end lecture on time, and I will expect that you will arrive on time and stay until the end of class.  Disruptions—including late arrival, early departure, talking to friends during lecture, taking calls on cell phones, or text messaging—are disrespectful and distracting to both the professor and your fellow students.  Repeated disruptions may be cause for dismissal from class.  Cell phones must be turned off during class.

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
CHEATING AND PLAGIARISM WILL NOT BE TOLERATED IN THIS COURSE.
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish
procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487). For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp).

Here is a direct link for discussion of plagiarism: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Here is the direct link to the OSU Writing Center: http://cstw.osu.edu
Keep in mind: I will pursue any cases of suspected plagiarism and will report any academic misconduct to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  Any student suspected of plagiarism may be asked to present his or her notes and rough drafts to demonstrate that the paper in question is the student’s original work.  If you have any questions at all about what constitutes plagiarism or about the consequences of academic misconduct, please come and talk to me before you complete the assignment in question.

RESERVE CLAUSE
I reserve the right to make changes in the syllabus when necessary to meet the learning outcome objectives, to compensate for missed classes or schedule changes, or for similar legitimate reasons.  Students will be notified of any such changes to the syllabus in adequate time to adjust to those changes.

SCHEDULE OF LECTURES AND ASSIGNMENTS

Week 1

1/4
Introduction: Witches and Saints—a Framework for Discussion

1/6
Religion and Daily Life in the Late Middle Ages


Reading: 
Caciola, 1–78 



Oldridge, 211–22 

Week 2

1/11
The Church and Popular Religion 

Reading: 
Caciola, 79–128 
1/13
The Church and the Devil

Reading: 
Caciola, 129–75; 225–73 




Levack, 31–42 

Week 3

1/18
NO CLASS: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., DAY

1/20
Saints and the Church in the Late Middle Ages

Reading:  
CARMEN: Daniel Bornstein, “Dominican Friar, Lay Saint: The Case of 




   
Marcolino of Forlì,” Church History 66:2 (1997), pp. 252–67. 



   Linda A. Koch, “The Portrayal of Female Sainthood in San 





Gimignano: Ghirlandaio’s Frescoes of Santa Fina’s





Legend,” Artibus et Historiae 19:38 (1998), pp. 143–70.




   Dyan Elliott, “Seeing Double: John Gerson, the Discernment of 





Spirits,  and Joan of Arc,” American Historical Review 107:1 





(2002), pp. 26–54.
Week 4

1/25
Late Medieval Concepts of Witches and Demons

Reading:
Levack, 43–56 




Oldridge, 19–42 


PROPOSED PAPER TOPIC AND BIBLIOGRAPHY DUE

1/27
The Fifteenth Century: The Hammer of Witches



Reading: 
Levack, 57 – 68; 117–27 

Oldridge, 43–68; 107–119 

Week 5

2/1
The Reformation and Changing Concepts of Witches and Saints


Reading:
Levack, 69–76 

Oldridge 131–64 
CARMEN:  
Alexandra Walsham, “Miracles and the Counter-



Reformation Mission to England” The Historical Journal 46:4 



(2003), pp. 779–815

2/3
IN-CLASS MIDTERM EXAM
Week 6

2/8
The Emergence of the Witch Hunt in 16th-Century Europe
Reading:  
Levack, 77–109



Oldridge, 74–86; 165–79; 185–204 
2/10
The Spread of the Witch Craze—Society, Religion and Politics
Reading:  
Levack, 128–39, 173–89 


Oldridge, 301–36 

Week 7   

2/15
Saints and Seers in the Catholic Reformation


Reading:
CARMEN:
Gillian T.W. Ahlgren, “Negotiating Sanctity: Holy Women 







in Sixteenth-Century Spain,” Church History 64:3 







(1995), pp. 373–88.






Thomas Worcester, “ ‘Neither Married nor Cloistered’: 







Blessed Isabelle in Catholic Reformation France,” 







Sixteenth Century Journal 30:2 (1999), pp. 457–72.






Elizabeth Rhodes, “Luisa de Carvajal’s Counter-







Reformation Journey to Selfhood (1566-1614),” 







Renaissance Quarterly 51:3 (Autumn 1998), 887–911.

2/17
Female Visionaries and the Inquisition


Reading:
CARMEN: 
Excerpts from Saint Teresa’s Autobiography
Excerpt from the trial of Francisca de los Apóstoles

Week 8     
2/22
Oedipus and the Devil in Early Modern Europe

Reading:
Levack, 231–48 

Oldrige, 247–300 

2/24
NO CLASS MEETING—RESEARCH AND WRITING DAY

Week 9
3/1
Dynamics of the Witch Craze in the Seventeenth Century


Reading:
Levack, 190–213, 249–60  


8-PAGE PAPERS DUE IN CLASS

3/3
The Challenges of the Seventeenth Century—Skeptics and Scientists 


Reading:
Levack, 275–313 




Oldridge, 337–48 

Week 10

3/8
Witches and Saints in the Later Seventeenth Century


Reading:
Oldridge, 349–72 




CARMEN:
Excerpt from W. de Blecourt and O. Davies, Beyond the 





Witch Trials: Witchcraft and Magic in Enlightenment Europe
3/10
Witches, Saints and Skeptics

No new reading.
FINAL EXAM: THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 1:30–3:18pm. 

1
8

