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	History 726
Studies in Jewish History
Topic: Jews and Germans 
This graduate reading seminar focuses on one of the most enigmatic and ultimately tragic encounters in history: that of Germans and Jews. Rather than a covering a series of events or a comprehensive, legal-political approach to events, we will focus on specific issues in cultural history and historiography. The greatest attention will be paid to the final chapter--interpretations of the Holocaust and the experience of Jews in post-Holocaust Europe, although as many as two books (and some of the papers) will deal with the pre-modern period.
The course is intended for graduate students who are in the midst of or beginning their independent research. Classes will consist of discussions of articles, recent scholarly books, and students' papers. For discussions of books, students should not only read the required text carefully. If the body of literature of which the book is a part is unfamiliar, reviews and additional books should be consulted. Although there will be an assigned leader for book discussions, substantial comments will be required of every class member. By the end of the sixth week of class, students will turn a three-page, typed, double-spaced, critique of one of the required books.
Research papers, to be distributed to the class, will be due the Thursday before class discussion. By the end of the third week of class, a two-to-four-page, typed, double spaced, review of the historiography in your chosen area should be turned in. Concerning discussion of student papers, please bear in mind that if the field is unfamiliar, it is expected that efforts will be made to gain a grasp of the salient issues. In order to accomplish this a free flow information between class members would help. A member of the seminar will be assigned to lead the critique and discussion of the papers.
It is assumed that papers will be rewritten after the class discussion, to be turned in during final exam week.
Required books:
Dietz Bering, The Stigma of Names: Antisemitism in German Daily Life, 1812-1933 (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1993) 
Tom Segev, The Seventh Million: The Israelis and the Holocaust (New York: Hill and Wang, 1992) 
Marion Kaplan, The Making of the Jewish Middle Class in Germany (New York: Oxford University Press, 1992) 
Howard Eilberg-Schwartz, The Savage in Judaism: An Anthropology of Israelite Religion and Ancient Judaism (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1991) 
Required articles:
Paula Hyman, "The History of European Jewry: Recent Trends in the Literature," in Journal of Modern History 54 (June 1982): 303-319. 
John H. Zammito, "Are We Being Theoretical Yet? The New Historicism, the New Philosophy of History, and 'Practicing Historians,'" in Journal of Modern History 65 (December 1993): 783-814. 
Tentative schedule:
Week 1: Tuesday, January 4: introductions and discussion of Hyman and Zammito articles: Are Jewish historians being theoretical yet?
Week 2: Tuesday, January 11: discussion of Tom Segev, The Seventh Million; preliminary report on papers.
Week 3: Tuesday, January 18: discussion of Dietz Bering, The Stigma of Names; historiography summaries due in class.
Week 4: Tuesday, January 25: discussion of Marion Kaplan, The Making of the Jewish Middle Class.
Week 5: Tuesday, February 1: discussion of paper.
Week 6: Monday, February 7: lecture at Hebrew Union College, Visiting Professor Michael Brenner, Indiana University: "Jewish Culture in Weimar Germany"
----- Tuesday, February 8: discussion of Eilberg-Schwartz, The Savage in Judaism; discussion of paper.
Week 7: Tuesday, February 15: discussion Frank Manuel, The Broken Staff; discussion of paper; book critique due in class.
Week 8: Tuesday, February 22: discussion of paper.
Week 9: Tuesday, March 1: discussion of paper.
Week 10: Tuesday, March 8: discussion of paper.
----- Sunday, March 13: film: "One-way Street" (on the life and thought of Walter Benjamin), Wexner Center for the Arts, introduction by Professor Anson Rabinbach, Cooper Union Institute.
Final papers due: Tuesday, March 15, by noon.


