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COURSE REQUIREMENTS: completion of the assigned reading; attendance and discussion during the course's weekly meetings; occasional oral presentations in class summarizing the assigned reading and posing questions for discussion; a short (1-2 page) paper; and a 25-30 page paper, due on the last day of class. The short paper will evaluate photographic evidence about the postwar United States, and the longer paper will address one of the historiographical questions raised by the assigned readings and group discussions.
COURSE THEMES: This readings course will examine how the American political and economic system has evolved since mid-1930's. The course is principally concerned with the history of U.S. political economy, by which is meant the study of the connections between state and market. One of the most basic questions the course will address is what power relations underlie specific economic outcomes. The course will explore the emergence during the 1930's and '40's of an American variation upon Western European corporatist models, and why other, competing, political and economic agendas did not prevail during those same years. Next the course will examine how the post-World War II social contract, or "New Deal," between organized labor and management functioned during its heyday, and why that social bargain ultimately came apart during the early and middle 1960's. The remainder of the course will address the political and economic consequences of those developments from the mid-1960's through the present.
At root this course is concerned with choices. Among the most important questions it will address are the following: what were the political and economic alternatives available to Americans from the mid-1930's onward? Why have a few visions of U.S. political and economic development enjoyed so much more vitality than others during that time? How have specific political and economic outcomes affected different classes, groups and interests?
Related to those themes and questions is another which the course will consider in depth: how did American liberalism change from the mid-1930's to the mid-1980's? Why did a political philosophy that was once the nation's reigning ideology lose so much vitality during the 1960's, '70's and '80's? To what extent were those changes part of a broader retreat from social democracy within all of the highly industrialized market systems?
READING ASSIGNMENTS: Assignments should be completed prior to the weekly class meetings. Students are expected to buy all of the books ordered for the course and available at SBX. Copies of some of the articles and excerpts from books not ordered have been collected into a readings packet available from the Cop-EZ center located at 060 Bricker Hall. A few copies of the assigned readings have also been placed on reserve in the Main Library.
Jan. 8 Introduction
no reading assignment
Jan. 15 Crisis, 1929-1938
Steve Fraser & Gary Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall
of the New Deal Order, 1930-1980, chaps. 1-4; Peter B.
Evans, Dietrich Rueschemeyer & Theda Skocpol, eds.,
Bringing the State Back In, chap. 4; Eric Foner,
"Why Is There No Socialism in the United States?"
Jan. 22 Wartime Recovery and Its Consequences-I
Nelson Lichtenstein, Labor's War at Home: The CIO in
World War II, chaps. 1-11
Jan. 29 Wartime Recovery and Its Consequences-II
Howell John Harris, The Right to Manage: Industrial
Relations Policies of American Business in the 1940's
Feb. 5 The Middle Way
Charles S. Maier, In Search of Stability: Explorations in
Historical Political Economy, chaps. 3-4; David Stebenne,
Arthur J. Goldberg: New Deal Liberal, chaps. 1-5; Fraser
& Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall of the New Deal
Order, chaps. 5-6
Feb. 12 The Postwar Order Under Stress
Stebenne, Arthur J. Goldberg, chaps. 6-7; Barbara J. Fields,
"Ideology and Race in American History;" Herbert Hill,
"The Problem of Race in American Labor History;"
William H. Harris, The Harder We Run: Black Workers since
the Civil War, chap. 6; Cynthia Harrison,
On Account of Sex: The Politics of Women's Issues,
1945-1968, chaps. 1-5
Feb. 19 Crisis and Response-I
Stebenne, Arthur J. Goldberg, chaps. 8-10; Fraser &
Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order,
chap. 7; short paper evaluating photographic evidence about
the postwar United States due in class.
Feb. 26 Crisis and Response-II
Stebenne, Arthur J. Goldberg, chap. 11; Harris,
The Harder We Run, chaps. 7-8; Harrison, On Account
of Sex, chaps. 6-10; Fraser & Gerstle, eds.,
The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order, chaps. 8-9
Mar. 5 The Limits and Limitations of Neoliberal Reform
Derrick Bell, And We Are Not Saved: The Elusive Quest for
Racial Justice; Jane J. Mansbridge, Why We Lost
the ERA
Mar. 12 The Eighties Equilibrium and Beyond
Kevin Phillips, The Politics of Rich and Poor: Wealth and the
American Electorate in the Reagan Aftermath; Fraser &
Gerstle, eds., The Rise and Fall of the New Deal Order,
chap. 10; Stebenne, Arthur J. Goldberg, chap. 12; term
papers due in class


