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History 781:  Studies in Women's History


          

      Autumn 2008 Professor Susan Hartmann, 373 Dulles Hall                                    
         Office hours: T 1-3
292-1871       hartmann.1@osu.edu      




              W 11-12                                

This intensive reading course is designed to familiarize students with major works and central questions in the field of comparative women's and gender history.  Readings focus on United States while including attention to women and gender systems in Great Britain, the Middle East, and Latin America.  The course examines women's public lives, labor, and relationships to the state in the 19th and 20th centuries, with particular emphasis on differences among women based on class, race, ethnicity, and nationality.    

In addition to understanding how historians have interpreted women's public lives and gender systems in a variety of times and places, students are expected to develop their abilities to analyze, compare, and critically evaluate historical studies and to improve their discussion and writing skills.
Assigned Readings   

Antoinette Burton, Burdens of History: British Feminists, Indian Women, and Imperial Culture, 1865-1915 (North Carolina, 1994)

Anna Clark, The Struggle for the Breeches: Gender and the Making of the British Working Class (California, 1995)

Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in Modern America  (Princeton, 2005)

Martha Gardner, The Qualities of a Citizen: Women, Immigration, and Citizenship, 1870-1965 (Princeton, 2005)

Alice Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity: Women, Men, and the Quest for Economic Citizenship in Twentieth-Century America (Oxford, 2001)

Elizabeth Quay Hutchison, Labors Appropriate to Their Sex: Gender, Labor, and Politics in Urban Chile, 1900-1930 (Duke, 2001)


Sue Morgan, ed., The Feminist History Reader (Routledge, 2006)



Premilla Nadasen, Welfare Warriors: The Welfare Rights Movement in the United States (Routledge, 2005)

Elizabeth Thompson, Colonial Citizens: Republican Rights, Paternal Privilege, and Gender in French Syria and Lebanon (Columbia, 2000)


Articles on eReserve via Carmen

Please note:

Department policy requires all students to be officially enrolled in the course by October 3.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made. 

Course Requirements:
1.  Participation in class discussion, including preparation of discussion questions and leading the discussion for three of the assignments (30 % of course grade). An "A" grade for the course requires informed and regular participation in class discussion. 

2. Students should log on to the Carmen course site at least twice a week for messages from the instructor and other students.  http://telr.osu.edu/carmen/index.htm Students are encouraged to use the discussion forum feature of Carmen to raise and address new questions or to comment on questions not fully addressed in class discussion.
3.  Short (2-3 page) papers on three of the books (30 % of course grade). The papers should summarize and critically evaluate the author's argument and evidence and compare/contrast it with how other readings deal with similar subjects.  E.g.:  What questions do the scholars bring to the subject?  What conceptual frameworks or theories do they draw upon?  What sources have they used?  How have they defined the women in their studies?  What interpretations or conclusions do they draw and how do these differ from other readings?  Papers are due at 11 a.m. on the day on which they are discussed.  
4.  A 10 page essay discussing a question that could be posed in general examinations in the field of women’s history (see last page).  Students may submit first drafts of their papers by December 1 for feedback.  Papers are due December 8 (40 % of course grade). 
Schedule:
9/24
Introduction

The History of Women’s History, Issues and Frameworks
10/1     Alice Kessler-Harris, “Do We Still Need Women’s History?” (Carmen reserve)
            Patrick Wilkinson, “The Selfless and the Helpless: Maternalist Origins of the U.S. Welfare State” (Carmen reserve)

Morgan, The Feminist History Reader, Introduction, chapters 4, 7, 6, 9, 10, 15, 22, 24, and Afterword

Gender, the State and Policy

10/8
Gardner, Qualities of a Citizen
10/15
Kessler-Harris, In Pursuit of Equity
Gender and Labor
10/22
Clark, Struggle for the Breeches

10/29
Hutchinson, Labors Appropriate to Their Sex

Women’s Movements

11/5
Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement

11/12    Nadasen, Welfare Warriors

Gender, Empire, and Nationalism
11/19
 Burton, Burdens of History
11/26    no class 

12/3
Thompson, Colonial Citizens
12/8     Final papers due

Final Essay:  If you would like to create your own paper topic, please clear it with me by November 12.  Or you may write on one of the following.  The 10-page paper should refer to at least five books, and students should use as many of the readings from this class as apply to the questions.  In addition, feel free to discuss other works that you are familiar with and that are relevant to the question.  While it is perhaps easiest to organize your paper by discussing each work in turn, the stronger papers will be those that are organized around themes or sub-questions.
1. What are the differences between women’s history and gender history?  What purposes does each approach serve?  What are the strengths and limitations of each in illuminating our understanding of the past?  To what extent do scholars combine these approaches?   
2.  How have historians used the concept of maternalism in writing about women’s relationships to the state in the U.S. and elsewhere?  What other concepts have historians used to characterize the ideas of women’s movements and the assumptions behind state policy?  Is one of these concepts more useful than the rest?  How and why did maternalism decline in the U.S. and elsewhere?  
3.  How have historians of women and gender approached distinctions between the private and the public?  To what extent and in what contexts do these function appropriately as separate concepts?  How have historians demonstrated the connections between the private and the public?

4.  To what extent have historians of women and gender overcome the problem of the “universal woman?”  What have been the most successful approaches to understanding how gender hierarchy combines with hierarchies based on class, race, ethnicity, or sexuality? 
5.  Write an essay about relationships between women’s productive and reproductive labor.  How have childbearing and women's roles within the family shaped the nature of women's work?  What effects has women's work had on family relationships?  Provide some exam​ples of how these dynamics vary among women of different na​tions, classes, racial and ethnic groups, and/or time periods.
6.  What new insights have historians of women and gender brought to our understanding of nationalism?   You may define nationalism broadly, to encompass movements against imperialism, women’s role in state-building and implementing national projects, and the relationships between feminism and nationalism both among women in colonizing nations and in subject populations.   
