Ohio State University

History 789 
Topics – Graduate Readings, American History to 1877 
Master Narratives in Early American History 
Autumn 2004 
Call #    20119-3   

Time     Wednesday  3:30-5:18 PM 

Place     Denny Hall  262

Professor John Brooke (2-8757, brooke.10@osu.edu, Dulles 257)

Office Hours:  Monday 1:-3:00, Wednesday, 1:30-1:00

 

A graduate readings course designed to develop an advanced coverage of American historiography to 1877, and to support the teaching of the American survey.   Readings have been chosen to illuminate major problems in American history, giving particular priority to political development and its social, economic and cultural context, and attuned to building approaches to teaching undergraduates. 

 

Writing requirements: 
 

1. For at least seven of the ten meetings, each student will email a page or so of comments and questions to the class at large.  These should be exploratory rough-reactions, posing questions, making queries, presenting general comments on the relationships among the readings, and discussing related literature.  

 

2. An historiographical exercise.  Eventually you will need to develop field lists for the fields that you declare.  I want you to start this process with a relatively simple exercise.  Please find the recommended book list for The “American History to 1877” field*  and extract the “Sixty-six fundamental interpretive studies, chosen … June, 2003.”  This list is in alphabetical order.  I want you to resort this list by key categories of chronology and theme, and then list the books in each new section by date of publication.  Then [!] add all the books of serious history that you have ever read in this general field [US to 1877] in their appropriate location.  You will then have a first approximation of a general exam list in this field.  Due dates: Oct. 6, Nov. 10 [Not required of anyone who has already constructed a field list, though they will discuss their lists]. 
 

3. An historiographical essay on a topic of interest, to be based on the assigned readings and appropriate further work in the literature.  These essays should address the thematic, “political,” and methodological developments in the literature on the topic in question. 

10-15 pp., bibliography, footnotes.  

Topic consultation with instructor by Oct. 20. 

Paper due on or before December 9. 

 

Auditors must do all readings, contribute emails, and participate in all meetings. 

 

 

Books.  All of the following and are on reserve, but I have placed orders at the bookstores.  I recommend that you get the copies that you need on the web, via Amazon or Barnes and Noble. 
 
Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004). 

John Higham, History (1989 edition). 

Alfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange (1972). 

Anthony S. Parent, Foul Means: The Formation of a Slave Society in Virginia, 1660-1740. (2003). 

Pauline Maier, From Resistance to Revolution (1972, 1991). 

Henry Wiencek, An Imperfect God: George Washington, His Slaves, and the Creation of America (2003). 

Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984) [out of print, but lots of copies cheap on Amazon]

Leonard Levy, ed., Essays on the Making of the Constitution (2nd ed., 1987). 

Daniel Feller, The Jacksonian Promise: America, 1815-1840 (1995). 

Julie Roy Jeffrey, The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism (1998).

William W. Freehling, The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854 (1990). 

Kenneth M. Stampp, ed., The Causes of the Civil War (3d rev ed., 1991). 

Eric Foner, Nothing But Liberty: Emancipation and its Legacy (1983). 

 

Journal of the Early Republic, Vol. 24, #2, Summer, 2004. [I will be getting these at a bulk rate from the journal.  The cost will be roughly $8.00]

 

Readings marked “JSTOR” and “History Coooperative” can be accessed through the OSU Library website [find the electronic version of the journal]. 

 

 

READING SCHEDULE: 
Sept. 22: Origins and Encounters   
Alfred Crosby, The Columbian Exchange (1972). 

-- and -- 
Jones, David S. “Virgin Soils Revisited,” William and Mary Quarterly [WMQ] 3d ser., 60 (2003), 703-42 [History Cooperative]   

 -- or -- 

Daniels, John D.: "The Indian Population of North America in 1492.”  WMQ  3d ser., 49 (1992), 298-320. [JSTOR]    
-- or  -- 
Crosby, Alfred W.: "The Past and Present of Environmental History.”  American Historical Review, 100 (1995), 1177-1189.  [JSTOR]
 
 
Sept. 29: Coastal Settlements, 1607-1692    
Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004). 5-121 

Anthony S. Parent, Foul Means: The Formation of a Slave Society in Virginia, 1660-1740. (2003). 

John Higham, History (1989 edition), 3-52

 

 

Oct. 6: Provincial Societies and the opening of the Imperial Crisis, 1689-1770  
John Higham, History (1989 edition), 147-232

Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 137-146, 156-84. 

Pauline Maier, From Resistance to Revolution (1972, 1991). v-197

Breen, T. H.  “’Baubles of Britain’: The American and Consumer Revolutions of the Eighteenth Century,” Past and Present, No. 119. (May, 1988), pp. 73-104. [JSTOR] 
 -- or -- 
Lambert, Frank.  "Pedlar in Divinity": George Whitefield and the Great Awakening, 1737-1745,” The Journal of American History, Vol. 77, No. 3. (Dec., 1990), pp. 812-837.  [JSTOR] 
 First rough version of Assignment #2 due.  The focus here will be to discuss how you have constructed your chronological and thematic breaks. 

 

 

Oct. 13: Crisis, War, and Revolution, 1770-1783 [day will need to be rescheduled] 
Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 147-55, 185-96, 236-47

Pauline Maier, From Resistance to Revolution (1972, 1991), 198-296 

John Higham, History (1989 edition), 235-71 

T. H. Breen, The Lockean Moment  [Xerox] 

 

The well-informed student of the revolutionary era will also read (eventually): 
Shalhope, Robert E.   “Republicanism and Early American Historiography,”  The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser., 39 (1982), 334-356. [JSTOR]

Shalhope, Robert E.   “Toward a Republican Synthesis: The Emergence of an Understanding of Republicanism in American Historiography,” The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Ser.,  29 (1972),  49-80 [JSTOR]. 

Joyce Appleby, “The Social Origins of American Revolutionary Ideology,” Journal of American History 64 (1978), 935-58 [JSTOR] 

Rodgers, Daniel T. “Republicanism: the Career of a Concept,” The Journal of American History,  79 (1992), 11-38.  [JSTOR] 
 
 
Oct. 20: The Struggle over the Constitution, 1780s 

Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 197-235

Leonard Levy, ed., Essays on the Making of the Constitution (2nd ed., 1987), ix-33, 61-113, 144-258. 

Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984), ix-34.  

 Brief comments on paper plans by all students. 

 

 

Oct. 27: The New Republic, 1789-1815
Henry Wiencek, An Imperfect God: George Washington, His Slaves, and the Creation of America (2003). 

Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 248-60. 

Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984), 35-125 

Journal of the Early Republic, 24 (2004), 157-58, 267-98 

 

 

Nov. 3: Economy and politics in an expanding nation, 1815-1840  

Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984), 127-264

Daniel Feller, The Jacksonian Promise: America, 1815-1840 (1995). 

Journal of the Early Republic, 24 (2004), 159-260

 

 
Nov. 10: The Ferment of Reform in a complex nation, 1820s-1850s  

Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984), 265-320 

Julie Roy Jeffrey, The Great Silent Army of Abolitionism (1998).

Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 122-131. 

Journal of the Early Republic, 24 (2004), 269-342

 Second version of Assignment # 2 due; discussion of sections, chronology. 

 

 

Nov. 17: Slavery and American Politics, 1821-1861 [day might be rescheduled to Mon-Tues 22-23]
Robert Wiebe, The Opening of American Society (1984), 321-384 

William W. Freehling, The Road to Disunion: Secessionists at Bay, 1776-1854 (1990). 

Kenneth M. Stampp, ed., The Causes of the Civil War (3d rev ed., 1991), 20-24, 35-40, 79-84, 93-98, 104-106, 115-134, 162-185, 226-29 240-44.   

 

Dec. 1: Civil War and Reconstruction, 1861-1877
Eric Foner, Nothing But Liberty: Emancipation and its Legacy (1983).  

-- or --
Quigley, David. Second Founding: New York City, Reconstruction, and the Making of American Democracy (2004). 
Edmund Morgan, The Genuine Article: A Historian Looks at Early America (2004), 263-93

 

Dec. 9: Historiographical essay due.    


* OSU History Home Page  Graduate Studies  Fields of Studies  U.S. History to 1877; see “General Examinations,” click on <series of lists>.    http://history.osu.edu/Grad/Fields/field_americato1877.htm
