History 798: Studies in Chinese History (Spring 2005)
 
Call #: 10838-1                                                                       Cynthia Brokaw
W 1:30-3:18                                                                            157 Dulles Hall
JR 295                                                                                                brokaw.22@osu.edu
                                                                                                292-7241
                                                                                                Office hours: TR 11:30-1:00 
or by appointment
 
            This seminar will focus on China in the High Qing, roughly the late-seventeenth through the early nineteenth century.  It is designed to present both an introduction to the study of China for graduate students with a field in world history (and/or those interested in laying the groundwork for comparative history) and a comprehensive study of a crucial period in late imperial history for students with some background in Chinese studies.   

 

            Many would identify the High Qing as a period of unparalleled prosperity in Chinese history: the country was at peace, the economy booming, and a series of dedicated rulers devoted themselves not only to the maintenance of order but also to the advancement of Chinese literature and scholarship.  Taking advantage of the rich secondary literature in English and a number of primary sources in translation available now on this period, we will examine the functions of the imperial government, its relations with its local officials and operation in local society; the nature of the political and social elite; the roles that women and the family played in society; and the challenge to the intellectual tradition offered by the classical learning of the day.  We will also read recent comparative work on the economic and social histories of late imperial China and contemporary Europe.  The course will conclude with a consideration of the relation between the glories of the high Qing and the severe problems—foreign intrusion, internal rebellion, rampant official corruption, and economic turndown—that plagued the Qing dynasty in the nineteenth century and shaped China’s entry into modernity.

 
Course Requirements
 
            Students are expected to complete the assigned reading on time, attend all class sessions, and participate energetically in the class discussions.  

 

            Each student will prepare a brief (2-3 page or 750-1000 word) critical essay on the readings for each week (except week 1).  

 

            Each student is also responsible for leading the class discussion once.  This will involve preparing introductory material about the author, the book, and the general subject; providing a list of further readings on the subject; and developing a set of questions or problems to guide the class discussion.

 

            Finally, each student will prepare an annotated bibliography of works on a topic related to the subject of the seminar.  It may be on a topic that we have treated, or it may explore a topic not covered in class, but relevant to Qing history and of special interest to the student.  The bibliography is due on Thursday, June 9.  

 
 
Course Outline and Readings
 
In addition to all the texts listed below, I have put the following textbooks on reserve at the Main Library for those of you who would like to consult a narrative of Chinese history in the Qing: Frederick Mote, Imperial China; and Jacques Gernet, A History of Chinese Civilization.  

 

I have also ordered copies of the affordable texts on this list through SBX for those of you interested in purchasing these books.  Asterisked readings are on reserve only.  

 

 

3/30     1. Overview of China in the Eighteenth Century.

 

Susan Naquin and Evelyn S. Rawski, Chinese Society in the Eighteenth Century (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1989), pp. 1-137, 217-236.

 

 

4/6       2.  The Qianlong Emperor.

 

Philip Kuhn, Soulstealers: The Chinese Sorcery Scare of 1768 (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992), entire; and 

*Frederic Wakeman, Jr., “High Ch’ing: 1683-1839” in James B. Crowley, ed., Modern East Asia: Essays in Interpretation (New York: Harcourt, Brace & World, 1970), pp. 1-28.

 

 

4/13     3.  Local Government and Local Society.

 

Jonathan Spence, The Death of Woman Wang (New York: Penguin USA, 1998), entire; and 

*Huang Liu-hung, A Complete Book Concerning Happiness and Benevolence: A Manual for Local Magistrates in Seventeenth-Century China, translated by Djang Chu (Tucson: The University of Arizona Press, 1984), pp. 251-351, 507-522.

 

 

4/20     4. The Examination System. 

 

Miyazaki Ichisada, China’s Examination Hell: The Civil Service Examinations of Imperial China (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1981), entire; and 

*Wu Ching-tzu, The Scholars, translated by (Peking: Foreign Languages Press, 1973), chapters 1-3, 15-19, 31-34, 37.

 

 

 

 

4/27     5. The Chinese Gentry: 

 

*Hilary J. Beattie, Land and Lineage in China: A Study of T’ung-ch’eng county, Anhwei, in the Ming and Ch’ing Dynasties (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1979), entire; and 

Cao Xueqin, The Story of the Stone, volume 2: The Crab-Flower Club (New York: Penguin Classics, 1977), pp. 68-101, 126-168, 194-200, 259-291, 344-383, 406-436, and 557-577. 
 

 

5/4       6. Popular Religion and Peasant Unrest. 

 

*Susan Naquin, Millenarian Rebellion in China (New Haven: Yale University 

Press, 1976), entire.

 

 

5/11     7. Women in Qing Society. 

 

Susan Mann, Precious Records: Women in China’s Long Eighteenth Century (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1997), entire; and 

Shen Fu, Six Records of a Floating Life (London: Penguin Books, 1983), pp. 25-97.

 

 

5/18     8.  Gender and Sexuality in Qing Law.

 

Matthew H. Sommer, Sex, Law, and Society in Late Imperial China (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2000), entire.

 

 

5/25     9.  Ethnicity and the Qing Imperium. 

 

*James Millward, Beyond the Pass: Economy, Ethnicity, and Empire in Qing Central Asia, 1759-1864 (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 1998), entire; and 

*Pamela Kyle Crossley, “Thinking about Ethnicity in Early Modern China,” Late Imperial China 11.1 (June 1990), pp. 1-35.

 

 

6/1       10. China and the World Economy.  

 

Kenneth Pomeranz, The Great Divergence: China, Europe, and the Making of the Modern World Economy (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2000), entire.

