 

History 805A                                                                                                   D. Van Kley

Syllabus (Autumn 2003)

 

Religion and Patriotism in the Public Sphere in Early Modern European History

 

This seminar examines the role of religion and religious controversy (as opposed to the Enlightenment or the bourgeoisie) in the gradual breakdown of “absolute” and confessional states and the coming of apparently secular political challenges such as the multinational “patriot” movements in the eighteenth-century Atlantic world. Although the case of France and the French Revolution must occupy center stage, the seminar’s orientation will be comparative and will not demand a reading knowledge of French. Students of colonial and revolutionary America are, among others, most welcome. 

 

Books

 

Bell, David A. The  Cult of the Nation in France; Inventing Nationalism. Harvard U. 

Press, 2001 

Bradley, James E. and Dale Van Kley, Religion and Politics in Enlightenment Europe. 

Notre Dame, 2001

Calhoun, Craig. Habermas and the Public Sphere. MIT, 199? 

Chartier, Roger. The Cultural Origins of the French Revolution. trans. Lydia Cochrane. 

Duke U. Press, 1991

Clark, J. C. D. English Society 1600-1832. 2nd ed. Cambridge, 2000

Colley, Linda. Britons: Forging the Nation 1707-1837. Yale U. Press, 1992.

Farge, Arlette. Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France. Trans. 

Rosemary Morris. Penn. State U. Press, 1992

Gauchet, Marcel. The Disenchantment of the World. trans. Oscar Burge. Princeton U. 

Press, 1997

Habermas, Jürgen. The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere. trans. Thomas 

Burger. MIT Press, 1991

Melton, James van Horn. The Rise of the Public in Enlightenment Europe. Cambidge, 

2002.

Porter, Roy. The Creation of the Modern World: The Untold Story of the English 
Enlightnment. Norton, 2002

Stout, Harry S. The New England Soul: Preaching and Religious Culture in Colonial 
New England. Oxford U. Press, 1986. 

Te Brake, Wayne. Shaping History: Ordinary People in European Politics, 1500-1700. 

Berkeley, 1998

 

Requirements

 

Priming the discussion, two turns each

A short 1-2 page critique of each book read and discussed

 

(Tentative) Schedule

 

Sept. 24: Organization and introduction

Oct.  01: Bradley & Van Kley,  Religion and Politics in Enlightenment Europe, entire 

Oct.  08: Clark, . English Society 1600-1832, pp.  124-422

Oct.  15: Habermas, . The Structural Transformation of the Public Sphere
Oct.  22: Calhoun, Habermas and the Public Sphere; plus Douglas Palmer on the 

Jansenist international

Oct.  29: Van Horn Melton, The Rise of the Public in Enlightenment Europe
Nov. 05: Gauchet,  The Disenchantment of the World
Nov. 12: Bell. The  Cult of the Nation in France plus Bell-Van Kley correspondence

Nov. 19: Colley, Britions: Forging the Nation 1707-1837 plus Clark’s critique

Nov. 26: Farge, Subversive Words: Public Opinion in Eighteenth-Century France
Dec.  03: Chartier, The Cultural Origins of the French Revolution, plus AHR forum, Oct.  

2003 

