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Sources for Late Medieval France, 1350-1450:

Politics, Culture, and National Sentiment

History 807.01
Thursday 1:00-3:18

Call #11321-2
Daniel Hobbins

Dulles Hall 361
292-7200
hobbins.7@osu.edu

Office hours: Wednesday 10:00-12:00, and by appointment


Course Description

This course introduces students to a wide range of primary sources in late medieval France. The course will meet regularly for two quarters. During the Winter Quarter, we will read assigned sources each week on a specific theme or in a specific genre; as soon as possible, students will choose a research topic. During the Spring Quarter (if not sooner), students will embark on the writing of a major research paper based on a primary source or set of primary sources. In choosing a topic, students should feel free to range beyond the assigned common readings.


One of the greatest challenges in historical research – particularly for the medieval period – is to identify a body of evidence that can form the basis for sustained research. The primary goal of this course is intentionally practical: to help students identify sources that might form the basis for a thesis or dissertation. Instead of focusing on one kind of source for a very long period, our approach in this class will be to sample a range of different sources for France for the period 1350-1450. The emphasis is on primary rather than secondary literature. Students who do not plan to work in this area should nonetheless benefit from the experience they gain of close reading of primary sources, often in the original languages of the sources themselves.


After identifying a topic and a set of sources, the next step in historical research is to formulate a question that can help to define and shape the topic. Finding this intersection between an interesting question and a body of sources is the crucial step in any historical investigation. Our question for this class is a very large one: Does this period in French history, 1350-1450, see the rise of French nationalism? If so, what then do we make of the common assumption that nationalism is really a much later development? If the answer is no, then what are we seeing in the sources? What is motivating Joan of Arc? What do we call it? I want to emphasize that we are not looking for one right answer here. Instead, the value of the question is that it provides a focus to our investigation of the primary evidence.

Course Texts
· Daniel Hobbins (trans.), The Trial of Joan of Arc (2005)

· Jacob de Cessolis, The Book of Chess (Italica Press, 2008) (ISBN: 978-1599100104)
· Patrick Geary, Myth of Nations: The Medieval Origins of Europe (2002) (ISBN: 978-0691114811)
· Colette Beaune, The Birth of an Ideology: Myths and Symbols of Nation in Late-Medieval France (1991) (useful but out of print)
Course Expectations

Attendance and Participation
Please come with the text(s) translated (when necessary) and ready for discussion. You should strive to translate from the original rather than reading a prepared translation. Once the text is translated, our next task – the task of the historian – is to interpret it as historical evidence. This can mean some discussion of the literal meaning of the text and its implications, as well as the questions it raises. Thus translation is a necessary but only first step for us.

Presentations
Each week, in addition to common readings, one individual will be asked to read an additional book or article(s) that incorporates the kind of source that we are reading (for example, a study of wills). The student who is reporting should describe the author’s basic approach to the evidence, the kinds of arguments he or she is making, the effectiveness of the approach, and the significance of the conclusions. In the case of books, students are strongly encouraged to consult a few book reviews. Is it possible to gauge the work’s impact on the field? What other questions does the work raise? What are its implications?

Final Paper
As early as possible, each student will choose a paper topic in consultation with the instructor. The topic need not be directly related to the theme of the class, though ideally the paper would focus on some text or collection of documents produced in late medieval France. Students are most welcome to use the seminar as a way to produce a chapter of a larger work. I’m more than happy to think through topics with you. During the Spring Quarter, we’ll continue meeting to discuss work in progress. Each week, students should be prepared to give a progress report. Students may ask others to read a key text or article together. We will also read together a few important secondary works. The final paper should be a polished piece of prose. Major problems with expression (spelling, mechanics, grammar) will result in a low grade. This is your chance to show that you can do research at a high level.

University Policies

Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.

Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Dishonesty
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.

N.B.:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate.
Course Schedule

Week 1: Introductions

Week 2: Legal texts
Week 3: Political debate and polemics

Week 4: Chronicles (1)

Week 5: Interlude: The origins of nationalism
Week 6: Chronicles (2)

Week 7: Official communication; Political economy
Week 8: Books and reading at court and beyond

Week 9: Letters of remission and Wills

Week 10: Material culture

Week one

W Mar 26


Introductions

Week two
W Apr 2


Legal texts

Common Reading: The Trial of Joan of Arc (from Hobbins [2005]); The Nullification Trial (from Taylor [2006])


Reports: Sullivan (1999)
Week three
W Apr 9


Political debate and polemics

Common reading: Gerson, Super facto puellae; Le débat des herauts

Reports: Pons (2000); Serchuk (2007)

Week four
W Apr 16


Chronicles (1)

Common reading: Religieux de Saint-Denis; Guenée, “Liturgie et politique”

Reports: 

Week five
W Apr 23


The Origins of Nationalism

Common reading: Geary, Myth of Nations; Smith (1994); Reynolds (2005)

Reports: Anderson (1991)

Week six
W Apr 30


Chronicles (2); Political saints

Common reading: Grandes Chroniques de France (in English); Parisian Journal (in English); documents from Denifle, Desolation (1897); revelations of Marie Robine

Reports: Beaune

Week seven
W May 7


Official communication; Political economy

Common reading: Royal ordinances; Nicole Oresme, De moneta; Jean Petit, Justification; Newsletters

Reports: Novák

Week eight
W May 14


Books and reading at court and beyond

Common reading: Christine de Pizan, from The Book of the Deeds and Good Character of King Charles V the Wise; Jacobus de Cessolis, The Book of Chess

Reports: Charbonnier; Mirot

Week nine
W May 21


Letters of remission; Wills during the reign of Charles VI

Common reading: selections from Guerin; from Geremek, Margins (1987); selections from Tuetey; Mundy (1966)


Reports: Farmer, Surviving Poverty (2002)

Week ten
W May 28


Material culture

Common reading: from Belozerskaya (2002); Serchuk (2006); documents from Denifle, Desolation (1897)


Exhibition catalogues: Art from the Court of Burgundy (2004); Avril (2003); Lorentz (2008); Paris 1400 (2004); Pleybert (2001); etc.

Reports: Hutchison (2007)
Reference works
For source collections, auxiliary aids, bibliography, see R. C. van Caenegem, Introduction aux sources de l'histoire médiévale (Turnhout, 1997) (in process).
General bibliographical guides include the International Medieval Bibliography/Bibliographie de civilisation médiévale, an electronic search engine available through the OSU catalogue (it searches both databases at once). See also the ongoing Bibliographie annuelle de l'histoire de France du cinquième siècle à 1958 (SUL Ref. Z2179 .B52  2006); and Bibliographie de l'histoire médiévale en France (1965-1990) (Paris, 1992), which I have checked out so that everyone can use it—ask me for it.

The Dictionnaire des lettres françaises (Le Moyen Age) (1992) is an excellent starting point for research into any author who wrote in French or for any major text written in French. For authors who wrote in Latin, the bio-bibliographical guides are numerous and not always easily accessible. (Many focus on a country or on a religious order, so if you’re looking for information on a Dominican, say, you should know that there is a special guide just for Dominicans.) The Compendium auctorum latinorum medii aevi (CALMA) is the new gold standard, but it’s only up to about C, and OSU doesn’t subscribe to it—yet. One of the most useful complete guides is Die deutsche Literatur des Mittelalters: Verfasserlexikon, usually called just Verfasserlexikon (SUL Ref. Z2230 .D48 1978). For British authors, see Richard Sharpe, A Handlist of the Latin Writers of Great Britain and Ireland before 1540 (2001).

Also worth consulting on various topics is Medieval France: An Encyclopedia (1995) (SUL Ref. DC33.2 .M44 1995)

Dictionaries

For Latin, beyond Lewis and Short, Niemeyer, and the other standard dictionaries, the best dictionary for medieval sources is C. Du Cange, Glossarium mediae et infimae latinitatis, 10 vols. (1883-87; rept. 1954) (SUL Ref. PA2931 .D84 1883). The Thesaurus Linguae Latinae,  (1900-) is exhaustive but not as easy to use (SUL Ref. PA2361 .T4). There are also various national dictionaries of Latin for our period. Worth owning is R. E. Lathan, Revised Medieval Latin Word-list from British and Irish Sources (1980), which is the first place I look after Lewis and Short (EPG Stacks PA2891 .L352 1980).
For French, the best one-volume dictionary is A. J. Greimas, Dictionnaire de l’ancien français: Le Moyen Age (1974). But for our period, see also A. J. Greimas and T. M. Keane, Dictionnaire du moyen français: La Renaissance (1992) (SUL Ref. PC2889 .G76 1992). The big dictionaries are F. Godefroy, Dictionnaire de l'ancienne langue française, et de tous ses dialectes du IXe au XVe siècle, 10 vols. (1880-1902; rpt. 1969) (SUL Ref. PC2889 .G58 1969); and A. Tobler et E. Lommatzsch, Altfranzösisches Wörterbuch (1925-) (SUL Ref. PC2893 .T62).







