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Course Description
The Greeks have good claim to be considered inventors of the whole notion of collective self-rule by citizens.  So how exactly did this startlingly novel form of government first develop?  And how did it manage to establish itself as the norm in poleis all over the Greek world by the early classical era?  As yet, specialists have not arrived at definitive, consensus answers to these questions.  This two-quarter seminar will give students the opportunity to explore the whole issue of Greek state formation in considerable depth and pursue their own independent lines of enquiry.
 
The opening three weeks of the course are concerned primarily with conceptual and methodological issues.  We will look first at a number of influential studies on "the state" and state formation by theorists who work in a range of different disciplinary traditions.  To form a clearer idea of the telos of our own investigations, we will then consider the character and properties of the "mature" Greek citizen-state in some detail.  Thereafter, in the last four weeks of the taught portion of the class, our attention will shift to more empirical issues, and examination of a wide variety of approaches to "the rise of the polis."  During the remainder of the course, students will formulate and pursue their own independent research projects.
 
Students will be expected to do all assigned readings, attend every class, give in-class presentations when required, prepare a formal research project proposal (by end of AU06), and complete a substantial research paper (by end of WI06).
 
 
Requirements/Grades
Research paper = 70%
Preparation, participation, presentations, professionalism = 30%
 
 
Required Texts
Given the Library's current vicissitudes, hard copies of all required readings will be available in a folder outside my office (Dulles 271).  For essential background about early Greece and a handy reference tool, all students should possess (on order at bookstore):
 
Robin Osborne, Greece in the Making, 1200-479 BC (London: Routledge, 1996).
 
 
Disability Statement
The Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact ODS at 2-3307.
 
 
Syllabus
 
 
Sept. 20: Preliminaries: Aims, approach, historical orientation
 
 
Sept. 28: The concept of "the state"
 
1. Abrams, P.  1988.  "Notes on the difficulty of studying the state (1977)."  Journal of Historical Sociology 1, 58-89
[Search: Journal of Historical Sociology (Online: Serials Solutions)]
 
2. Mann, M.  1984.  "The autonomous power of the state: its origins, mechanisms, and results." European Journal of Sociology 25, 185-213.
[Search: Michael Mann's faculty homepage:
http://www.sscnet.ucla.edu/soc/faculty/mann/Doc1.pdf]
 
3. Poggi, G.  1990.  The State: Its Nature, Development, and Prospects.  1-33.  Stanford.
 
4. Sewell, W. H.  1992.  "A theory of structure: duality, agency, and transformation." American Journal of Sociology 98, 1-29.
[Search: JSTOR]
 
5. Skinner, Q.  1989.  "The state."  In Political Innovation and Conceptual Change, edited by T. Ball, J. Farr, and R. L. Hanson, 90-131.  Cambridge.
 
6. Wendt, A.  "The state as a person in international theory."  Review of International Studies 30, 289-316.
[Search: OhioLink e-journals: Review of International Studies]
 
[Recommended reading order: 4, 5, 3, 2, 1, 6]
 
 
Oct. 4: Approaches to state formation
 
1. Gorski, P.  1999.  "Calvinism and state-formation in early modern Europe."  In State/Culture: State Formation after the Cultural Turn, edited by G. Steinmetz, 147-81.  Ithaca, NY.
 
2. Mann, M.  1986.  The Sources of Social Power.  Volume I: A History of Power from the Beginning to A.D. 1760, 1-33, 73-104.  Cambridge.
 
3. Mitchell. T.  1999.  "State, economy, and the state effect."  In State/Culture: State Formation after the Cultural Turn, edited by G. Steinmetz, 76-97.  Ithaca, NY.
 
4. Poggi, G.  1990.  "Formation and form: theories of state formation."  In The Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology, edited by K. Nash and A. Scott, 95-106.  Malden, Mass.
 
5. Tilly, C.  1990.  Coercion, Capital, and European States, 1-37.  Cambridge, Mass.
 
[Recommended reading order: 4, 5, 2, 1, 3]
 
 
Oct. 11: The nature, properties, and functions of the Greek citizen-state
 
1. Hansen, M. H.  1993.  "Introduction: the polis as a citizen-state."  In The Ancient Greek City-State, edited by M. H. Hansen, 7-29.  Copenhagen.
 
2.         .  2000.  "A survey of the uses of the word polis in archaic and classical sources."  In Further Studies in the Ancient Greek Polis, edited by P. Flensted-Jensen, 173-215.  Stuttgart.
 
3.         .  2002.  "Was the polis a state or a stateless society?"  In Even More Studies in the Ancient Greek Polis, edited by T. H. Nielsen, 17-47.  Stuttgart.
 
4. Murray, O.  1990.  "Cities of reason."  In The Greek City from Homer to Alexander, edited by O. Murray and S. Price, 1-25.  Oxford.
 
5. Ober, J.  1993.  "The polis as a society: Aristotle, John Rawls, and the Athenian social contract."  In The Ancient Greek City-State, edited by M. H. Hansen, 129-60.  Copenhagen.
 
6. Ostwald, M.  1996.  "Shares and rights: 'citizenship' Greek style and American style."  In Demokratia: A Conversation on Democracies, Ancient and Modern, edited by J. Ober and C. Hedrick, 49-61.  Princeton, NJ.
 
7. Runciman, W. G.  1990.  "Doomed to extinction: the polis as an evolutionary dead-end."  In The Greek City from Homer to Alexander, edited by O. Murray and S. Price, 347-67.  Oxford
 
[Recommended reading order: 1, 2, 3, 6, 5, 4, 7]
 
 
Oct. 18: Greek state formation I: the "eighth-century revolution"
 
1. Davies, J. K.  1997.  "The 'origins of the Greek polis': where should we be looking?"  In The Development of the Polis in Archaic Greece, edited by L. G. Mitchell and P. J. Rhodes, 24-38.  London.
 
2. Morris, I.  1987.  Burial and Ancient Society, 1-25, 72-96, 171-210.  Cambridge.
 
3.         .  1996.  "The strong principle of equality and the archaic origins of Greek democracy."  In Demokratia: A Conversation on Democracies, Ancient and Modern, edited by J. Ober and C. Hedrick, 19-48.  Princeton, NJ.
 
4.         .  2005.  "The eighth-century revolution." Princeton/Stanford Working Papers in Classics.  Version 1.0.
[Search: Princeton/Stanford Working Papers in Classics]
 
5. Snodgrass, A.  1993.  "The rise of the polis: the archaeological evidence." In The Ancient Greek City-State, edited by M. H. Hansen, 30-40.  Copenhagen.
 
6. Whitley, J.  1991.  Style and Society in Dark Age Greece, 181-94.  Cambridge.
 
[Recommended reading order: 1, 5, 4, 2, 3, 6]
 
 
 
Oct. 25: Greek state formation II: early society
 
1. de Polignac, F.  1995.  Cults, Territory, and the Origins of the Greek City-State, 1-88.  Chicago.
 
2. Donlan, W.  1997.  "The Relations of power in the pre-state and early state polities." In The Development of the Polis in Archaic Greece, edited by L. G. Mitchell and P. J. Rhodes, 39-48.  London.
 
3. Hölkeskamp, K.-J.  1992.  "Written law in archaic Greece."  PCPS 38, 87-117.
 
4. Runciman, W. G.  1982.  "Origins of states: the case of archaic Greece."  Comparative Studies in Society and History 24, 351-77.
[Search: JSTOR]
 
[Recommended reading order: 2, 1, 4, 3]
 
 
Nov. 1: Greek state formation III: early politics
 
1. Cartledge, P.  1998.  "Writing the history of archaic Greek political thought."  In Archaic Greece: New Approaches and New Evidence, edited by N. Fisher and H. van Wees, 379-99.  London.
 
2. Raaflaub, K. A.  1993.  "Homer to Solon: the rise of the polis.  the written sources."  In The Ancient Greek City-State, edited by M. H. Hansen, 41-105.  Copenhagen.
 
3.         .  1997a.  "Politics and interstate relations in the world of early Greek poleis."  Antichthon 31, 1-27.
 
4.         .  1997b.  " Soldiers, citizens, and the evolution of the early Greek polis."  In The Development of the Polis in Archaic Greece, edited by L. G. Mitchell and P. J. Rhodes, 49-59.  London.
 
5.         .  2004.  "Homer and the beginning of political thought in Greece."  In Ancient Greek Democracy: Readings and Sources, edited by E. W. Robinson, 28-40 (with Edmunds' reply, pp. 41-45).
 
6. Robinson, E. W.  1997.  The First Democracies: Early Popular Government Outside Athens, 65-122.  Stuttgart.
 
[Recommended reading order: 1, 5, 2, 3, 6, 4]
 
 
Nov. 8: Greek state formation IV: alternative perspectives
 
1. Anderson, G.  2005.  "Before turannoi were tyrants: rethinking a chapter of early Greek history."  CA 24, 173-222.
 
2. Forsdyke, S.  2005.  "Revelry and riot in archaic Megara: democratic disorder or ritual reversal?"  JHS 125, 73-92.
 
3. Foxhall, L.  1997.  "A view from the top: evaluating the Solonian property classes."  In The Development of the Polis in Archaic Greece, edited by L. G. Mitchell and P. J. Rhodes, 113-36.  London.
 
4. Krenz, P.  2002.  "Fighting by the rules: the invention of the hoplite agôn."  Hesperia 71, 23-39.
 
5. Osborne, R.  1998.  "Early Greek colonization?  The nature of Greek settlement in the West."  In Archaic Greece: New Approaches and New Evidence, edited by N. Fisher and H. van Wees, 251-269.  London.
 
6. van Wees, H.  2000.  "Megara's Mafiosi: timocracy and violence in Theognis."  In Alternatives to Athens: Varieties of Political Organization and Community in Ancient Greece, edited by R. Brock and S. Hodkinson, 52-67.  Oxford.
 
7.         .  2004. Greek Warfare: Myths and Realities, 166-83.  London.
 
[Recommended reading order: 5, 3, 6, 2, 7, 4, 1]
 
 
Remainder of AU06
Nov. 15: Independent research
 
Nov. 22: Preliminary reports
 
Nov. 29: Preliminary reports
 
 
WI07
Jan. 3: Independent research and writing
 
Jan. 10: Independent research and writing
 
Jan. 17: Independent research and writing
 
Jan. 24: Independent research and writing
 
Jan. 31: Midterm reports
 
Feb. 7: Midterm reports
 
Feb. 14: Independent research and writing
 
Feb. 21: Independent research and writing
 
Feb. 28: Final reports
 
Mar. 7: Final reports
 
Mar. 12: FINAL PAPERS DUE
 
Plagiarism
It is plagiarism anytime you use the words or ideas of another (book author, website author, teacher, fellow-student) without acknowledging the fact.  If you are working closely from a text, make sure you cite the work and put its ideas into your own words.  Otherwise, use speech marks to show that it is a quotation.  In accordance with university rules, all cases of suspected plagiarism will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.
