Department of History
The Ohio State University

 

History 823 Seminar in European International History

 

Winter and Spring Quarters 2005

 

 

Prof. Carole Fink (fink.24@osu.edu)

Class Hours: Wednesday, 3:30-5:18  P.M., Dulles 344

Office: 214 Dulles Hall

Office Hour:  Wednesday 2-3:00 P.M. and by appointment

 

Course description and requirements.  

 

This research seminar is designed to train students in historical methodology, especially in the techniques of research and interpretation, writing and revising, presentation and criticism.  Students will be expected to do research and write a paper of publishable quality based on primary sources and framed in the context of the most important secondary literature.  M.A. candidates can prepare their theses. ABDs who have completed substantial research will be expected to complete at least two chapters of their dissertations, one in the fall and one in the spring.  All students are expected to give constructive criticism of the work of their colleagues.

 

Class meetings.  

 

The seminar will discuss research strategies, topics, progress, and problems; students will also meet individually with the professor to discuss their specific topics.

 

During the winter quarter, each student will be required to present a bibliography and prospectus and a five-page progress report.  By the respective due dates, copies of each assignment should be distributed to the professor and every other student by electronic mail. 

            

During the spring quarter, meetings will be devoted to presentations and discussions of papers. A critic will be assigned for each paper.  Attendance at all scheduled class meetings is required.

 

Papers.  

 

Each student will write a research paper and present it for class discussion and criticism.  The paper should run from 25 to 30 double-spaced pages and should be accompanied by a formal title page, footnotes or endnotes, and a critical (annotated) bibliography.  The paper must be revised and resubmitted to the professor after the class discussion. (This last requirement will be waived for ABDs writing two full chapters.)  The deadlines for final drafts are explained below.

 

 

Discussion of papers.  

 

Each student will be responsible for distributing his or her paper.  On the due date (one week before class discussion), a paper copy should be placed in the professor's box; electronic copies should also be sent to the chief critic and the rest of the seminar. A schedule of due dates will be established after topics are selected.  The deadlines are absolutely firm.  Failure to meet them will not be excused.  On the date designated for discussion, the author of each paper will present a summary or his or her findings and conclusions to the seminar.

 

Critiques.  

 

Every student will be designated the chief critic of a classmate's paper.  The chief critic will write and present a detailed critique of the paper based on an examination of its text and sources.  The critique should number five to seven double-spaced pages and should identify the strengths and weaknesses and make specific suggestions for improvement.  The critique should be given to the professor, the paper author and the other members of the seminar one day prior to the class.  

After the author of the paper introduces his or her work to the seminar, the chief critic will present the critique, invite the author to respond, and lead a discussion involving the entire class.  Chief critic assignments will be made after the topics are selected.

            

Each member of the seminar is required to write a one-page, single-spaced critique of all other papers and to participate actively in the class discussion.  Two copies of the one-page critiques should be prepared, one for the professor and one for the author.  These will be due at the beginning of the class session in which the paper will be discussed.

 

 

Recommended books.

            

The following reference works are recommended and should be available at local bookstores:

 

Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers,          

Theses, and Dissertations, 6th ed. (1996)

 

Margaret Sherzer, The Elements of Grammar
 

William I. Strunk, Jr. and E. B. White, The Elements of             

of Style, 3rd ed.

 

Jacques Barzun and Henry F. Graff, The Modern Researcher,

5th ed. 

 

 

 

 

Grades. 

            

            The final grade will be determined as follows:

                        Prospectus and bibliography     10%

                        Five-page progress report         10%

                        First draft of paper                    20%

                        Final draft of paper                   40%

                        Major critique                           10%

                        Other critiques                          10%

 

Students who fail to complete any portion of the assigned work should not expect to receive a passing grade.  Excessive tardiness or any absence from class meetings can lower a final grade by one letter.  No incompletes will be granted.

 

Course policies:  This seminar will be taught over two quarters.  Students must enroll in both quarters to earn credit for the course.  At the end of the fall quarter, a grade of P (progress) will be awarded to students who are making progress toward completion of their papers.  A regular letter grade will be assigned at the end of the winter quarter.

 

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the fall quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

 

In the event that a student cannot attend a meeting, he or she should notify the professor as far in advance as possible. (Messages can be left in the History Department office, 106 Dulles Hall, 292-2674.)  Written work that is turned in late will be penalized.  

 

 

Schedule of Assignments
 

First Quarter:  Winter 2005.

 

Program: Establish research topic, assemble bibliography, set up research design, begin work.

 

1. Jan. 5                       Introduction to the course. Discussion of

                                                problems of research.  Schedule appointments                                                                           to discuss topic

 

2. Jan. 12                     Class presentation of topics.  Begin 

                                                preparation of bibliography

 

3. Jan. 19                     Research strategies and sources.  Meeting with

                                                David Lincove, Room 124 Library                                                                                            

4. Jan. 26                     No class.  Schedule individual consultations

                                                with professor

 

5. Feb. 2                      Bibliography and Prospectus due Jan. 31
                                                Brief class presentations

 

5. Feb. 9                      No class.  Individual conferences

 

7.  Feb. 16                   Three-page progress report due on Monday, Feb. 14
                                                Individual consultations with professor

                                                (by appointment)  No class

 

8. Feb. 23                    No class

                                    

9.. Mar. 2                     Five-page progress report and expanded bibliography

                                                due on Monday, Feb. 28
                                                Class presentations and

                                                Critiques

 

10. Mar. 9                    Class page presentations and

                                                critiques                        

 

 

Second Quarter: Spring 2005:  Wednesday 3:30-5:18 P.M., Room TBA 

 

Program: Research, Writing, Revision

 

Tentative Schedule

 

1. Mar. 30                                Progress reports.  Class presentations.

 

2. Apr. 6                                  No class.  Individual consultations with

                                                professor (by appointment)

 

3. Apr. 13                                No class. 

 

4. Apr. 20                                No class.  Individual consultations with

                                                professor (by appointment)

 

5. Apr. 27                                Discussion of papers

 

6. May 4                                  Discussion of papers 

 

7. May 11                                Discussion of papers

8. May 18                                No class (revisions)      

 

9. May 25                                No class (revisions)      

 

10. June 1                                Final discussion 

 

Final drafts of papers are due on Friday, June 3
 

General University Policies:

 

 

Academic Misconduct:

 

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations and paper assignments.  Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-487).  For additional information, see Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/css.asp) as well as http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/research_plagiarism.htm.

 

 

Disability Services:

 

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriatedly accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue.  Telephone number is (614) 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; the web site is: http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

 

 

 

 

                                                                              

 

