	 History 827.01


	HISTORY 827.01
SEMINAR IN ISLAMIC HISTORY
Description: This is a two-quarter research seminar in Islamic history. We hope to bring together graduate students interested in a variety of topics in Islamic history from the beginnings of Islam until the present. You will have the opportunity to explore a particular subject in depth, share your findings with your classmates, and participate in an active process of peer evaluation. You will also have the chance to discuss historiographical and methodological issues, to expand your reading in the scholarly literature, and to explore original sources relevant to your topic of interest.
Course requirements:
You must take both quarters of the seminar and submit a finished research paper at the end of spring quarter. 
You must attend every class and participate in discussion. On days when book reviews are due or project proposals are presented, do your classmates the courtesy of reading their reviews and proposals. Peer interaction and peer criticism are vital elements in this seminar! 
Graded assignments for winter quarter: 
Each student will write a 3-4 page review of a book by one of the guest speakers who will visit our class during spring quarter. These reviews are to be distributed to the mailboxes of your instructors and your classmates by Tuesday, January 28. You will read your classmates' reviews before class; in class, you will make a brief oral presentation of your review and comment on your classmates' presentations. 
You will prepare a tentative bibliography for your research project and distribute it to your instructors and classmates by Tuesday, February 4. You will read your classmates' bibliographies before class; in class, you will make a brief oral presentation of your bibliography and comment on your classmates' bibliographies. 
You will prepare an outline of your research project, along with tentative conclusions. You will distribute your outline to your instructors and classmates by Monday, March 10. You will prepare written critiques of your classmates' outlines, to be distributed in class March 12. On March 12, you will give an oral presentation of your proposed project and comment on your classmates' presentations. 
Grading: Since this is a two-quarter seminar, you will receive a grade of P (= "Progress") at the end of winter quarter. At the end of spring quarter, a final grade will be calculated for both quarters. Winter quarter assignments will be weighted as follows:
participation in class discussions 25%
book review and presentation 20%
bibliography and presentation 25%
outline, presentation, critiques 30%

Be advised, however, that you may not drop out of the seminar at the end of winter quarter and receive a grade calculated on this basis.
WINTER QUARTER SCHEDULE
8 Jan. Introduction to the course
Introduction to sources for Islamic history: Main Library, Room 300
15 Jan. Methodological and bibliographical orientation
Readings:
R. Stephen Humphreys, Islamic History: A Framework for
Inquiry, revised ed. (Princeton, 1990) - available at SBX
Albert Hourani, "The Ottoman Background to the Modern
Middle East," in Hourani, The Emergence of the Modern
Middle East (London, 1981)
Ehud R. Toledano, "The Emergence of Ottoman-Local Elites
in the Middle East and North Africa (1700-1900): A
Framework for Research"
Mary Beth Norton, ed., The American Historical
Association's Guide to Historical Literature, 3rd ed.
(1995), sections 17, 18 (also skim sections 9, 15, 16, 19).
Turkologischer Anzeiger

22 Jan. Individual conferences with instructors on research
topics, Dulles 250

29 Jan. Reports on the guest speakers' books:
Cemal Kafadar, Between Two Worlds: The Construction of
the Ottoman State (Berkeley and Los Angeles, 1995)
Leslie P. Peirce, The Imperial Harem: Women and
Sovereignty in the Ottoman Empire (Oxford, 1993)
Kenneth M. Cuno, The Pasha's Peasants: Land, Society, and 
Economy in Lower Egypt, 1740-1858 (Cambridge, 1992)
Marilyn Booth (introduction, ed. and trans.), My
Grandmother's Cactus: Stories by Egyptian Women (London, 1991) 
Fatma Mhge G`Hek, Rise of the Bourgeoisie, Demise of
Empire: Ottoman Westernization and Social Change (Oxford, 1996)
5 Feb. Presentation of bibliographies
12 Feb. Original source readings

19 Feb. Original source readings
26 Feb. Original source readings
5 Mar. Original source readings
12 Mar. Presentations of outlines and tentative conclusions

TENTATIVE SPRING QUARTER SCHEDULE
31 Mar. Progress reports on research projects.
Negotiations on order of presentations of completed projects.
4 Apr. Prof. Cemal Kafadar
11 Apr. Prof. Leslie Peirce
18 Apr. Practical exercise: letter of application for an academic
job; candidate interviews 
25 Apr. Profs. Kenneth Cuno and Marilyn Booth
2 May Prof. Mhge G`Hek
9 May Prof. Margaret Meriwether
16 May Discussion: How scholarly articles and books get published
23 May Presentations of research papers
30 May Presentations of research papers
9 Jun Papers due


