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Graduate seminar in Modern Jewish history
Topic: Focus on the German Jewry 
This is the first quarter of a two-quarter seminar in Jewish history. In the fall quarter we will read and discuss a number of works together, meeting approximately every other week. In the winter quarter members of the seminar will meet once or twice in the beginning of the term, and weekly in the last month to read and comment on each others' research papers. 
This is not a comprehensive or a survey class. Students are assumed to have a firm foundation in modern European history and some familiarity with Jewish history. The main purpose of the first part of the course is to acquaint graduate students with some of the "classics" in Jewish historiography and a selection of recent scholarship in German-Jewish history. To a lesser extent, we will deal with the history of East European Jewry. Because one of the significant factors of Jewish existence in Germany from the late 19th century until the end of the Weimar Republic was the incoming stream of Jews from the East, we will deal with this in a number of contexts, and focus specifically on Russian and Polish Jewry for at least one section of the course. 
The main question with which we will be concerned is: how might one characterize the dominant methodologies of modern Jewish history? Is there a relationship between the methodology and the historical argument offered? What appear to be the limitations, as well as the potentialities of this body of historiography? Students are expected to take an active part in every discussion, which will be led by a member of the group. 
The written assignment for the course consists of two papers of 8-9 pages (typed, double-spaced, and proof-read). These will be critical reviews of two groups of books read by the seminar and possibly some additional works (to be assigned by the instructor.) Papers will be due before the start of exam week. Students also will be required to submit a prospectus of the research to be pursued in the next quarter. It is expected that students will meet regularly with the instructor to develop their research project. 
All of the books are available at the Main Library Closed Reserve Department. Titles published in paperback can be purchased at SBX. Since the books on reserve will be shared, it is advisable for the members of the class to confer about reading time. 
Tentative schedule: 
Monday, September 26, 3:30: historiographical essays: Michael Marrus, David Vital, Paula Hyman (to be distributed before the first class) 
Monday, October 3, 3:30: Different approaches to East European Jews in German: Steven Aschheim, Brothers and Strangers and Jack Wertheimer, Unwelcome Strangers 
Tuesday, October 18, time TBA: the construction of German-Jewish society: Michael Meyer, The Origins of the Modern Jew; David Sorkin, The Transformation of German Jewry; Marion Kaplan, The Jewish Feminist Movement in Germany 
Tuesday, November 1, time TBA: Jewish life and politics in Eastern Europe: Ezra Mendelsohn, Class Struggle in the Pale and On Modern Jewish Politics; Jonathan Frankel, Prophecy and Politics 
Tuesday, November 8, time TBA: guest lecture by Professor Ezra Mendelsohn, Hebrew University of Jerusalem (Visiting Professor 1994-95 at Duke University 
Friday, November 11, time TBA: Cities between East and West: Steve Zipperstein, The Jews of Odessa; Harriet Freidenreich, Jewish Politics in Vienna 
Tuesday, November 29, time TBA: foundations of nationalism and anti-Semitism: George Mosse, Crisis of German Ideology; Liah Greenfeld, Nationalism (section on Germany); George Steiner, Bluebeard's Castle; selection from Sander Gilman, Jewish Self-Hatred 


