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This is the first quarter of a two-quarter graduate seminar in Early American History (16th century through Reconstruction).  The seminar is designed to sharpen research, writing and analytical skills.  As part of the learning process, students will carry out a research project to completion in the second quarter—a 25-30 page paper of publishable quality.

Assignments for the first quarter will include developing the research project through identification and reading of both primary and secondary sources, the creation of an outline and bibliography, and completing an array of activities designed to improve your skills as an historian.  
Evaluation:  Graduate students must enroll in both winter and spring quarters to obtain credit for the course.  At the end of the winter quarter a grade of “P” will be given to all those making satisfactory progress; a regular letter grade for both quarters can only be assigned at the completion of the second quarter’s work.  70% of the grade assigned will be based on your first and final drafts of your research paper submitted the second quarter, the remaining 30% on the other course assignments, including critical and constructive commentary on each other’s work.  Post-generals dissertation candidates are expected to participate fully in the seminar, and to complete at least one chapter of their dissertation during the course.  

Attendance and participation are critical to the life of this seminar.  Please contact me in advance if you cannot attend a given weekly meeting.  

Papers for this course should be formatted in Chicago Style, most conveniently detailed in Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations (1996).   You may also consult any recent issue of the William and Mary Quarterly for models of style.  
Schedule of Meetings and Assignments
Jan. 3

Introduction to the Seminar




What is history?



The habit of writing




Historians and perspective—formulating questions




Discussion of proposed topics

Schedule first individual meeting with instructor

Jan 10

Sources

A.  Analyzing “voice” in a document.



Read and analyze the authors’ voice in excerpts (I will provide) from:  



George Fitzhugh, Cannibals All! Or Slaves Without Masters



Nehemiah Adams, South-side View of Slavery; or, Three Months 

at the South, in 1854


Fredrika Bremer, The Homes of the New World; Impressions of 

America
How did the author construct their argument?  What can an historian garner from these documents for historical research, and particularly to the study of slavery?



Discussion of research topics continued.  

Jan 17  
Sources

A   Meet with David Lincove in Library, 5:30-6:30



B   Bring in examples of 3 different sources that have relevance for your work—newspaper articles, private papers, government documents, etc.  These can be copies from microfilm, microcard, or any other source.  Be prepared to discuss the documents’ relevance or any seeming incongruities with your research—or secondary sources you’ve consulted.

 

C  Bring in or copy the front matter of a bibliographic guide for primary sources relevant to your research.  Examine a website for a document repository, such as for an archives or historical society—if possible, of the site for which you found a hard copy guide.  What are the limitations of online guides?  What are the advantages?  How does the online guide compare to the printed guide?
       
       

D. Schedule individual meeting with instructor
Jan. 24         
No Seminar—meet this week individually with instructor
Jan. 31  
Constructing an Article
   

 
Professor Kate Haulman will meet with the seminar to discuss her 

research and writing.

    A.  Analyze the construction of the following essays:

Kate Haulman, “Fashion and the Culture Wars of Revolutionary 

Philadelphia,” William and Mary Quarterly, Oct. 2005, 625-662.  (Available online)

Alan Gallay, “Jonathan Bryan’s Plantation Empire:  Land, Politics, 


and the Formation of a Ruling Class in Colonial Georgia.”  William and Mary 

Quarterly. 3rd Series, XLV, April 1988, 253-279.  (Available online—use 

JSTOR so notes are on the bottom of the page.)  


James Axtell, “The Unkindest Cut, or Who Invented Scalping,” in The European and the Indian:  Essays in the Ethnohistory of Colonial North America (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1981).

  How did each author construct their arguments?  How did they present evidence and thesis?  Draw up a paragraph by paragraph outline for either the Haulman or Gallay essays—this can be a phrase or sentence per paragraph.  Use titles to point out the article’s sections.


    B.  Progress reports on research

Feb. 7

Discussion of books as models

  A.  Bring in and briefly discuss a book or article in any field which best represents the research methods you expect to pursue in your current work.  Discuss the sources used, and how they were analyzed and interpreted.  What sorts of writing strategies did the author employ to present their argument and evidence?

B. Note-taking



   C.  Writing—paragraphs, nouns, verbs, passive voice; outlining


Feb. 14
Plagiarism and the “art” of the historian

  
A.  Each student will be assigned one historian accused of plagiarism and research the case against them—then present their findings to the seminar.  The historians will include Stephen Ambrose, Michael Bellesiles, Iris Chang,  Doris Kearns, James Lee McDonough and James Pickett Jones, and Stephen B. Oates.


B.  Progress reports on research

Feb. 21

Research design


Present an outline of your paper—paragraph by paragraph—this can be as short as one sentence for each paragraph.  Also include a bibliography of both secondary and primary sources.  Be prepared to make a 5 to 8 minute presentation on your research sources and goals.  

Feb. 28
Research problems and Historiography


Be prepared to present a historiographical discussion of a book critical to your project.  Also, find and present a document posing a particularly significant interpretive problem for your research from the book.  Schedule last individual meeting of the quarter with instructor.
Mar. 7

No seminar
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