Professor Paula Baker                                                                            History 869.01

Office Hours: Tues. 12-1; Wed. 11-12 and by appt.                              Tuesday 1:30

Dulles 230                                                                                               

Baker.973@osu.edu                                                                               

 

 

 

            Research Seminar:  American Politics
 

This is a research seminar in American politics – broadly defined.  The broad definition owes to the direction of the field, which encompasses much more than elections, politics, and policymaking.  Scholars treating almost any aspect of public life might plausibly consider themselves political historians these days, even if they never had much use for the older literature in the field.

 

I do not intend to initiate you into the mysteries of political history – unless you want that.  Instead, I take the research part seriously.  The point here is to produce a potentially publishable piece of writing over this term and next.  I will help every way I can.

 

One way is to cut down on reading.  The plan is to read a few things together – some at my suggestion and others at yours.  Then we will turn to defining topics and relevant literatures, research, and drafts.

 

 

Schedule:
 

 

September 30:  Introduction.  

 

October 7: Formisano and Waldstreicher essays in Shafer and Badger, Contesting Democracy  (What sorts of questions are American political historians asking?  Two approaches covering the early 19th century.)

 

October 14: Articles dealing with approach that touch on my research.

 

October 21:  Articles dealing with approach that have shaped your thinking and interests.

            

 

October 28:  Articles dealing with approach that have shaped your thinking and interests.

 

November 4:  Paper proposals.

 

November 11:  No Class

 

November 18:  No formal class meeting.

 

November 25:  Revision on proposals with tentative bibliography.

 

December 2:  No class

 

December 8: Toward first drafts.

