History 869.01
 
Seminar in Modern American History
Autumn/Winter 2004-05
 
 

Instructor: Kevin Boyle

Office: 144 Dulles Hall

Office hours: Tues 1:00-3:00 and by appointment

Phone: 292-7101 (office); 238-0537 (home; please don’t call between 6:00 and 8:00 p.m.)

Email: boyle.145@osu.edu
 

 

Course Description
This two-quarter seminar is designed to provide participants with experience researching and writing scholarly papers based on primary sources. During the first quarter, participants will define their topics, identify relevant sources, shape a preliminary argument, and place that argument within an historiographical framework. The first quarter will also feature a series of workshops on the process of writing and publishing scholarly work. In the second quarter, participants will complete the research and writing of their papers. Final papers should be roughly 25-30 page articles (or dissertation chapters) of publishable quality. 

 

Assignments
In the first quarter, participants are responsible for three assignments: a 1-2 page summary of their proposed projects; a 5-6 page précis and bibliography; and a 6-8 page first installment on their paper, which will serve as the introductory section of the final draft.

In the second quarter, participants will complete a first draft and final draft of their research papers. During both quarters, participants will also be required to present their work – both in written form and in oral presentation -- to the seminar.

 

 

Evaluation
To complete the course, participants must enroll for both the autumn and winter quarters. At the end of the first quarter participants who have made appropriate progress will receive a grade of P; a final grade will not be assigned until the end of the winter quarter. All participants must be officially enrolled by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. 

 

First and final drafts of the research paper will together account for 60 percent of participants grades. Other assignments will account for 20 percent. The final 20 percent is reserved for class participation. This is a small group working in a seminar format, so attendance and participation is required. 

 

Participants’ papers will be evaluated according to depth of research, strength of argument, contribution to the field, and quality of prose. Writing counts; style matters; and proper grammar is expected. 

 

No late work will be accepted, except under extraordinary circumstances. A participant who feels s/he is facing such a circumstance must contact me before the assignment’s due date. 

 

Participants who require accommodation because of disabilities should contact me as soon as possible. 

 

Schedule – Autumn Quarter
 

September 22               Introduction

Reading: Laurel Thatcher Ulrich, “A Pail of Cream,” Journal of American History  89 (June 2002), pp. 43-47.

 

September 29               Writing history

Reading: Robert Danton, The Great Cat Massacre and Other Episodes in French Cultural History (New York: Vintage Books, 1985), pp. 75-104.

Maris Vinovskis, “Have Social Historians Lost the Civil War? Some Preliminary Demographic Speculations,” Journal of American History 76 (June 1989), pp. 34-58.

Robert Collins, “The Economic Crisis of 1968 and the Waning of the ‘American Century,’” American Historical Review 101 (April 1996), pp. 396-422.

Margaret Rose, “Gender and Civic Activism in Mexican American Barrios in California: The Community Service Organization, 1947-1962,” in Joanne Meyerowitz, ed., Not June Cleaver: Women and Gender in Postwar America, 1945-1960 (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1994), pp.177-200.

 

                                    Workshop: Defining a Topic (Judy Wu, Geoffrey Parker)

                        

October 6                    Writing modern American history

Reading: “An Americanist’s Reprise: The Pervasive Role of Histoire Probleme in Historical Scholarship Concerning the United States Since the 1960s,” Reviews in American History 26 (March 1998), pp. 1-25.

Dorothy Ross, “Grand Narrative in American Historical Writing: From Romance to Uncertainty,” American Historical Review 100 (June 1995), pp. 651-677.

Louis Galambos, “The Emerging Organizational Synthesis in Modern American History,” Business History Review 44 (Autumn 1970), pp. 279-290.

Mark Leff, “Revisioning U.S. Political History,” American Historical Review 100 (June 1995), pp. 829-853.

James T. Patterson, “Americans and the Writing of Twentieth-Century United States History,” in Anthony Molho and Gordon S. Wood, Imagined Histories: American Historians Interpret the Past (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1998), pp. 185-205.

 Charles Blight and Michael Geyer, “Where in the World Is America? The History of the United States in a Global Age,” in Thomas Bender, ed., Rethinking American History in a Global Age (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), pp. 63-99.

 

                                    Workshop: Defining Sources, Collecting Data (Randy Roth)

                                    Summary of proposed projects due
 

October 13                  Sources 

                                    Workshop: Presenting a Conference Paper 

 

October 20                  No class: prepare précis

 

October 27                  Precis presentations

                                    Precis Due
 

November 3                 Structuring essays

Reading: Thomas J. Sugrue, The Origins of the Urban Crisis: Race and Inequality in Postwar Detroit (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1996), introduction, chapter five, and accompanying footnotes.

Jacquelyn Dowd Hall, “Women Writers, the ‘Southern Front,’ and the Dialectical Imagination,” Journal of Southern History 69 (February 2003), pp. 3-38.

Workshop: Publishing an Article (Mansel Blackford, Peter Hahn)

 

November 10               Research Problems

Reading: “Forum: Historians and Guns,” William and Mary Quarterly 3rd Series, v. 59 (January 2002), pp. 203-268.

“History’s Ethical Crisis,” A Roundtable, Journal of American History 90 (March 2004), pp. 1325-1356.

                                    Workshop: Completing a Dissertation (Hasan Jeffries)

 

November 17               No class: research and consultations

 

November 23               First installment presentations

 

December 1                 First installments due
