History 881.01  Seminar in Women's History I                                                 Winter 2005
 
Professor Susan Hartmann, 253 Dulles Hall                                                                   292-1871
Office hours:  M 1:30-3, Th 10-11:30, and by appointment                                461-0910 
hartmann.1@osu.edu
 
This is the first quarter of a two-quarter research seminar, both quarters of which must be completed.  By the end of the second quarter, students will write an original historical study (around 25-35 pages) based on research in primary sources.  The paper may stand on its own or it may take the form of a dissertation chapter (or two chapters) or the foundation of a master’s thesis.  Students will read and critique each other’s work.
 
During the first quarter, beginning students will survey the secondary literature, identify primary sources, begin the research, and prepare a comprehensive research proposal (5-8 pages).  Students who have already written research proposals and/or have master’s theses or dissertations already underway should reach an agreement with me by 12 January about their own specific requirements for the quarter and course.  
 
Please note that all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made. 
 
 
Required readings:
 
            Dorothy Sue Cobble, The Other Women’s Movement: Workplace Justice and Social Rights in Modern America, Chapter 4: Wage Justice,” pp. 94-120 and notes. 
 
            Rebecca J. Mead, How the Vote Was Won:  Woman Suffrage in the Western United States, 1868-1914, Introduction, pp. 1-16 and notes.
 
Premilla Nadasen, “Expanding the Boundaries of the Women’s Movement: Black Feminism and the Struggle for Welfare Rights,” Feminist Studies 28 (Summer 2002): 271-301.
  
            Students should have access to (1) a recent edition of a handbook on style, such as Edward Corbett and Sheryl Finkle, The Little English Handbook, or William Strunk, Jr. and E.B. White, The Elements of Style; and (2) The Chicago Manual of Style, available in paperback as Kate Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and Dissertations .
 
Course requirements:
 
1.      By January 12, consultation with me about the specific product to be completed during this quarter.
 
2.      A 3-5 page paper that summarizes and analyzes the secondary literature related to your topic (append a bibliography); explains how your project will expand and/or revise the existing work on the subject; and indicates the primary sources that you will use.
 
3.      A 5-8 page research proposal that includes:  a definition of the topic and justification of its significance to historical knowledge; a survey of the existing literature; the questions that will be addressed; the primary sources and approaches that will be used; a timetable for completion of the project; and a bibliography.
 
4.      Two oral presentations, one based on the literature review and one based on the research proposal.  On the Mondays before your presentations, e-mail the written versions to me and to the other students in the class.
 
5.      Active participation in class discussion; reading and critiquing the work of all the other students.  In addition, each student will assume primary responsibility for one other student’s work, including your own evaluation of the paper and leading the discussion of that paper.  Submit your critique of the paper to your colleague and to me at the end of the class.  
 
Evaluation:  the grade for the quarter will be based on the review of the secondary literature (20%); the research proposal or other product (50%); and class participation (30%).   This grade will be calculated as part of the final grade for the course at the end of spring quarter. For winter quarter students will receive the official grade P.
 
Evaluation of literature reviews and research proposals will be based on the following elements:
 
            A persuasive argument about the importance of the topic, its need to be examined, and its relationships to important historical questions.
            An articulate delineation of where your work fits into existing historiography, how you will revise, expand upon, and/or challenge existing scholarship on the topic.
            A clear statement of the questions to be addressed.
            Evidence that primary sources are available and can be examined in a reasonable amount of time.
            Correct grammar, usage, format, and citations; clear and graceful style; logical organization.
 
            
Schedule:
 
1/5     Introduction
 
1/12   Key elements of a research proposal, an article, an introduction, and a chapter
 
                        Read Cobble, Mead, and Nadasen, all on reserve in Main Library.
Read Hartmann, to be handed out in class.  
 
1/19  Selecting topics, narrowing foci, locating sources
 
            By 1/17, each student should submit an article or book chapter dealing with your topic that provides a context for your research and addresses some of the questions that you intend to explore.  These articles/chapters should be turned into me, and I will place them in an envelope outside 253 Dulles for all students to read before class.  Students may take an article/paper for a brief time (no more than an hour) to read or copy.
 
1/26   Presentation of literature reviews
presenters should e-mail written versions to all members of the class by 8 a.m. Monday
 
2/2     Presentation of literature reviews
presenters should e-mail written versions to all members of the class by 8 a.m. Monday
 
2/9     Research and writing 
 
2/16   Conferences
 
2/23   Presentation of proposals/chapters
                        written versions to all members of the class by 8 a.m. Monday
 
3/2     Presentation of proposals/chapters
                        written versions to all members of the class by 8 a.m. Monday
 
3/9     Presentation of  proposals/chapters
                        written versions to all members of the class by 8 a.m. Monday
 
3/16   Final proposals/chapters due
