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Western Civilization:

Antiquity to the 17th Century

History H111
TR 1:30-3:18

Dr. Daniel Hobbins

Dulles Hall 361
292-7200
hobbins.7@osu.edu
Office hours: W 2:00-4:00 and by appointment

Call # 10940-1

Course Description

This course requires a curious nature, a willingness to think, a taste for work, and considerable powers of concentration. In the space of a single quarter, we shall trace the essential features of the human experience in the West from ancient Greece to the dawn of the modern world.  The course is composed of lectures, readings, and discussions. Students must be prepared to assume some responsibility for integrating these elements into a coherent whole. In other words, if you are looking for an easy course, you should probably look elsewhere. As an honors course, students should expect a challenging reading and writing schedule.

The course is offered in the hope that its basic material will be useful to students during their academic careers and in their personal lives. Much of what students will encounter in this course is foundational, underlying many other things they will learn. This is true of architectural forms, traditions in painting and sculpture, literary structures, aesthetic ideals, religious traditions, political ideas, governmental institutions, and economic theories. In one way or another, every person alive today has been influenced by the culture and civilization that developed in Western Europe. We may or may not be conscious of this influence, and we may not always regard it positively, but European culture has helped to make us what and who we are. Accordingly, a deeper understanding of its history will also enable us to better understand ourselves and the society in which we live.

Note: This course fulfills one of the GEC historical sequence requirements and the International issues western (non-United States) course requirement.

Course Objectives

By the conclusion of the course, students should:

· be able to identify and describe the significance of major figures, ideas, and events from the assigned readings and lectures;

· have demonstrated an ability to summarize and evaluate different kinds of texts within the context of a class discussion;

· be able to analyze and interpret primary sources, whether they seem more “historical,” “literary,” or “philosophical” (for example), and use them as evidence to support historical arguments;
· be able to write well-argued essays on “big” themes using detailed historical evidence.

Course Texts (available at bookstore)
· Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, Concise Edition, vol. 1 to 1715 (2007)

· Michael Burger, Sources for the History of Western Civilization, vol. 1 (2002)

· Other readings will be posted on Carmen and should be brought to class.
Course Expectations and Grading
Total of 400 points

Class participation and discussion: [12% or 48 points]

All students are expected to be present, to arrive on-time, to have completed the assigned reading, and to participate actively in class discussions. Students should also bring the Burger course reader to every class, as well as any readings posted on Carmen. Failure to meet any of these expectations will result in a grade reduction. Students will also be asked to respond on Carmen to the primary source readings. These will be counted toward the total number of points in this category. Carmen contributions will not be accepted late. To receive full credit on a given day, students should post two substantial contributions on Carmen, ideally in dialogue with others who have posted. Please note: the course schedule does not remind you to post every time there is a primary source reading. To receive full credit, students should post at least eight times throughout the quarter.
Map Quiz: [5% or 20 points]

This early quiz will test a basic command of European geography.

Critical Essays (2): [Essay 1: 15% or 60 points; Essay 2: 20% or 80 points]

Students will write two 1200- to 1500-word essays, each of which will address specific questions related to the readings. Questions and more detailed instructions will be provided closer to the due dates.


Exams (2): [Midterm, 20% or 80 points, and Final 28% or 112 points]

The tests and exams employ various types of questions to test your command of major figures, ideas, and events from the assigned readings (especially primary sources) and lectures, and your ability to write well-argued essay answers supported by historical evidence. Primary sources will be tested in part through quotations for which you will be asked to identify the author and work, and to discuss the significance of the passage quoted.
Please note: the Midterm Exam will cover the first half of the class. The Final Exam is comprehensive, though more heavily focused on the second half of the class. 
Computing your grade. At the end of the quarter, your numerical score will be converted to a letter grade. To determine your grade, I will divide the total number of points by 4 and then convert the percentage to a letter grade according to the following scale:

A: 92.6 and above


C+: 77.6-79.5

A-: 89.6-92.5



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5



C-: 69.6-72.5

B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5






E: below 62

Grading Standards for Written Assignments:

The following grading guidelines reflect the great value I place on the quality of student writing.

A:
Exceptionally well-written and well-organized, strong argument, excellent analysis,
insight into material, offering significant evidence and material as support, not repetitive or regurgitative.

B: 
By comparison this paper is not as well written, is lacking in one way or another (compared to an “A” paper), may exhibit some mastery of material but is often repetitive or regurgitative.

C: 
Deficient in writing or organization, marked by a paucity of sources, “satisfactory,” lacking analysis.

D: 
Serious flaws in any or many of the areas mentioned above.

E:
Didn’t answer the question, incoherent, entirely missed the nature/goal of the assignment.

Plagiarism and the Correct Citation of Sources
Plagiarism (using someone else’s work under your own name) 
will not be tolerated under any circumstances. 
Those guilty of plagiarism usually receive a failing grade in the course. 
Remember: if you can find it on the Internet, so can I.

For an explanation of what constitutes plagiarism, see the following link: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Still unsure about what constitutes plagiarism? These sites will help:
www.indiana.edu/~wts/wts/plagiarism.html
www.utoronto.ca/writing/plagsep.html
For information about how to cite and footnote your sources correctly, follow one of the following styles (the two most commonly used by historians): 
Chicago Manual of Style or Turabian.

www.lib.duke.edu/libguide/works_cited.htm
University Policies

Registration
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and one time is solely the responsibility of each student.
Students with disabilities
Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

Academic Dishonesty
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed, including plagiarism and dishonesty in connection with examinations. All instances of alleged academic misconduct will be reported to the committee.

Contacting the instructor

Email: hobbins.7@osu.edu  I usually reply immediately. I am happy to respond to you by email, or to use email to arrange a face-to-face meeting.

Office hours: I will hold office hours in Dulles Hall 361 on Wednesdays from 2-4 p.m., but you can also make an appointment for another time. (Wednesday morning from 10-12 is especially good.) Don’t hesitate to contact me—I’m here to help!

Phone: 292-7200 (office)

Please note:  The following schedule is approximate and may change as circumstances dictate.
Course Schedule

Week one
R Jan 3


Introduction: From Prehistory to the Early Greeks
Week two
T Jan 8


The Rise of the Polis

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 3-8, 40-45

Reading: from Homer, The Iliad (Burger, Sources, pp. 69-107)

Response: Respond to reading with two substantial contributions on Carmen. (Please remember to respond to primary source readings. The syllabus does not post further reminders.)
R Jan 10


Classical Greek Civilization

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 59-72

Reading: Aristophanes, Lysistrata, (Burger, Sources, pp. 124-45)
Week three
T Jan 15


MAP QUIZ

Greece and the Hellenistic World

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 75-84

Reading: Plato, The Symposium (Burger, Sources, pp. 146-73)

R Jan 17

Rome: Republic to Empire

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 84-95

Reading: Plutarch, Life of Alexander the Great (Burger, Sources, pp. 174-96)
Week four
T Jan 22


The Roman World: Politics, Religion, and Culture

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 97-115


Reading: Cicero, Letters; Augustus, Deeds of the Divine Augustus (Burger, Sources, pp. 217-21, 270-76)
R Jan 24


Early Christianity

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 117-136


Reading: excerpts from the Book of Matthew and Book of Revelation; The Martyrdom of Saint Perpetua (Burger, Sources, pp. 291-309)

CRITICAL ESSAY #1 DUE
Week five
T Jan 29


Transformation of the Roman World


Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 139-159

Reading: Augustine, Confessions (Burger, Sources, pp. 310-34)

Midterm Review
R Jan 31


MIDTERM EXAMINATION

Week six
T Feb 5


The Early Middle Ages

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 161-172


Reading: Benedict of Nursia, The Rule; and Life of Balthild (Burger, Sources, pp. 354-90)
R Feb 7


The Carolingian Renaissance

Reading: Einhard, Life of Charlemagne; Dooms of King Alfred (Burger, Sources, pp. 391-413)
Week seven
T Feb 12


The Crusades


Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 183-203

Reading: Crusade documents (Burger, Sources, pp. 421-29)
R Feb 14


Chivalry and Nobility


Reading: Marie de France, Eliduc (Burger, Sources, pp. 430-38)

Reading: from Andreas Capellanus, “The Rules of Courtly Love” (handout)

CRITICAL ESSAY #2 DUE
Week eight
T Feb 19


Popes, Kings, and Emperors


Reading: documents from the Investiture Controversy; Canons of the Fourth Lateran Council, 1215 (Burger, Sources, pp. 414-20, 447-74)

R Feb 21


A Medieval Renaissance?


Reading: From Thomas Aquinas, Summa contra Gentiles (Burger, Sources, pp. 482-502)

Week nine
T Feb 26


The Later Middle Ages

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 205-223


Reading: documents on the Black Death (Burger, Sources, pp. 503-12)

R Feb 28


Late Medieval Religion and Culture

Reading: Catherine of Siena, Dialogues; Barduccio di Piero Canigiani (Burger, Sources, pp. 513-34)
Week ten
T Mar 4


The Italian Renaissance

Reading: Levack et al., The West: Encounters and Transformations, pp. 225-244


Reading: Machiavelli, The Prince (Burger, Sources, pp. 546-74)
R Mar 6 Last class day

Dynasties and States

Reading: Montaigne, “On Cannibals” (Burger, Sources, pp. 638-46)

Exam review

__________________________________

FINAL EXAMS: March 10-13

FINAL EXAM: MONDAY, MARCH 10, 1:30 – 3:18 PM
