History H111         Western Civilization          Autumn 2006

TR 9:30-11:18                                  Prof. Beyerchen

 

     The purpose of this course is to explore major events and issues of western culture and civilization, from antiquity to the beginnings of the modern era, with lower division honors stu​dents.  We will emphasize the changing senses of "self," "other" and the boundaries between them--for both indi​viduals and commu​nities.  

 

     The course requirements are:

 

     substantial weekly readings

     two short papers (3-4 pages, 20 percent each) 

     an in-class, midterm examination (1 hour, 20 per​cent) 

     an essay final examina​tion (2 hours, 40 percent)

     attendance and participation in class discussion, which will count heavily in the case of a borderline grade.

 

  

     The books for this course are available at the Student Book Exchange on North High Street.  In the order assigned, they are:

 

Palmira Brummet, et al., Civilization: Past and Present, Eleventh Edition, Volume I:  To 1650
Lucilla Burn, Greek Myths
Virgil, Aeneid (trans. by Robert Fitzgerald, Books 1,2,4,6,7,12)

Juliette Wood, The Celts
Bernard Lewis, Cultures in Conflict 

Machiavelli, The Prince (trans. by David Wootton) 

 

My office hours are T 1-2:00, R 2-3:00 and by appointment in Dulles Hall 369; phone 292-5478; Department front desk 292-2674; email beyerchen.1@osu.edu.

 

Note from the History Department:  All students must be official​ly enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Department Chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the respon​sibility of each student.
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	Week
 

 

Jan 3

 

 

Jan 10

 

 

Jan 17 

 

 

Jan 24

 

 

 

Jan 31

 

 

Feb 7

 

 

Feb 14

 

 

 

Feb 21

 

 

 

Feb 28

 

 

 

Mar 6
	Primary top​ics
 

 

Introduction and prehistory

 

Roots of western civiliza​tion

 

The Hellenic and classical Greeks

 

The Hellenistic world and the ear​ly Romans

 

The transformation of Rome

 

The early Chris​tian era

 

Another "dark" age?

 

 

European bound​aries and the mid​dle ages

 

The late medieval era

 

 

Rebirth and refor​mation: "classi​cal" again?
	Assignments
 

 

Spielvogel, pp. xi-6

 

S, Ch. 1-2

 

 

S, Ch. 3; Sophocles 

 

FIRST PAPER DUE JAN 25; S, Ch. 4

 

 

S Ch. 5; Virgil

 

 

S, Ch. 6-7; *Fall of Rome

 

MIDTERM EXAM FEB 15; S. Ch. 8; Cahill; *Celts 

 

S, Ch. 9-10; Duby

 

 

 

Gold; S, Ch. 11-12; *Black Death

 

 

SECOND PAPER DUE, MAR 7; S, Ch. 13-14; Machiavelli


 

 

 

MARCH 15           FINAL EXAM, 9:30-11:18   ALL PREVIOUS

(WEDNESDAY)  

