HISTORY H111
Western Civilization from Antiquity to the Seventeenth Century
The Ohio State University


Autumn Quarter 2003

_______________________________________________

Instructor:  Professor Timothy E. Gregory, 365 Dulles Hall, telephone 292-1949 (office), 292-2674 (to leave a message), 291-4015 (home).  E-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu.  
Office Hours: Monday 4:00-5:30, Wednesday 3:00-4:00, and by appointment at other times (best way to schedule an appointment is through e-mail: gregory.4@osu.edu)

Class Web Site: http://class.osu.edu (and follow the links); you will need to access the website regularly (see below).

Class Format:  The class will meet three times a week in formal session (Monday, Wednesday and Friday 1:30-2:48 PM).  We assume that you will get the basic chronological information (what happened, when) from your previous experience (high school?), from the textbook (Speilvogel), and from the Chronology of Western Civilization (available online).  This will allow us in class to focus on discussion, based mainly on the readings in the book, Exploring the European Past, and you should bring the appropriate book with you regularly to class.  These latter readings (ETEP) are probably the most important part of the course, and they will figure significantly in the exams  and other assignments. 

Required Texts:
Jackson J. Spielvogel, Western Civilization, Fifth Edition, Volume I (Belmont, CA, Wadsworth/Thomson Learning: 2002) [Spielvogel]  (Note that you can use any recent edition of Spielvogel and I’ve tried to provide page numbers for these.)

Exploring the European Past, Volume I (Thomson Learning: 2003) [ETEP]

Spielvogel and ETEP are available only at SBX.  Note that ETEP has an important web-based component, that you will need to use.   In addition, you will need to access material on the class website (links at http://class.osu.edu).  This includes Introduction to the Study of History and A Chronology of Western Civilization  [Introduction and Chronology] on the class website.  You can download and/or print these out, or you can use them online.  

Note that all the books are called by their short titles in the assignments below.

Website:

The class website is in WebCT, which is a little difficult to use; if you are not familiar with WebCT, you should make sure you practice with it a little as soon as possible.  We will also use the class website for communicating among ourselves and for posting of other class material.  Intelligent use of the website will be figured into your grade for the course.  

Course Description:
This course is an introduction to History, and, as such, its primary goal is to show how the historian works and how he or she derives conclusions about the past from available historical documents and other sources.  It is therefore most importantly an introduction to historical method and thinking.

In terms of subject matter, the course covers the history of the western world, from the beginnings of civilization around 3000 B.C. until the seventeenth century after Christ.  It will investigate the earliest civilizations of the Near East, Greece, Rome, the Middle Ages, the Reformation, and the Renaissance, and it will discuss such phenomena as the rise of the state, the emergence of Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, the fall of the Roman Empire, the revival of antiquity in the Renaissance, and the division of Christendom at the time of the Reformation. Throughout the course, we will focus our attention especially on the "common man/woman," in an attempt to understand how people really thought and lived in the past.  The course will also investigate many of the great achievements of western civilization and offer suggestions as to how the world came to be the way it is now, in the twentieth century, since many of our institutions and ideas were developed during the period covered by the course.

Course Objectives:  Students will be expected --


1. to gain basic factual knowledge of the political, social, economic, and cultural history of ancient, medieval, and early modern western civilization;


2. to develop or improve skills in analyzing historical data and in drawing informed conclusions about those data;


3. to develop the critical skills necessary to assess arguments based on historical fact or analogy;


4. to cultivate in essay examinations, papers, and discussions the clear, persuasive written and oral style that are the marks of an educated person.             

GEC Requirements:
The course can be used to fulfill the following GEC requirements: the Arts & Humanities Historical Survey requirement, as well as Arts & Humanities B. Global Issues.
Attendance:
Attendance will not be taken in class (since you are all adults), but you should understand the importance of coming to class every for every meeting.  You should make every attempt to complete all the necessary preparation and to be in class every day.

CLASS SCHEDULE AND READING ASSIGNMENTS
Note that the assignments in the Spielvogel book are given in the Fifth Edition, but you may use any edition you like and equivalent  pages are given for the 3rd and 4th editions. 
Note also that your assignment in ETEP involves reading the Primary Sources and Secondary Sources in the book, but also reading the Visual Sources on the Internet.  You do this at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com/  (login ID: etep, password: TOSU; these are case-sensitive; they could also change during the quarter, in which you will be notified).  It is your responsibility to go to this site and use the Visual Sources for your essays (see below) and class discussion.  Note that a few of the ETEP modules do not yet have Visual Sources on the website; simply ignore the Visual Sources in these cases.
Week of Sept. 24
RISE OF CIVILIZATION IN THE WEST

Spielvogel, pp. 1-29 (3rd ed. 3-35; 4th ed 1-3)






Introduction to the Study of History, Chapters I-III (class website)

September 29

EARLY EMPIRES

                        
Spielvogel, pp. 30-49 (3rd ed. 38-68, 4th ed. 32-58)

ETEP, Monotheism (remember to access the Visual Sources at http://etep.thomsonlearning.com/)

 

October 6

THE RISE OF GREECE


    

Spielvogel, pp. 50-63 (3rd ed. 68-84; 4th ed. 58-74)

 

October 13

THE GOLDEN AGE OF GREECE 




Introduction to the Study of History, IV-V




Spielvogel, pp. 64-102 (3rd ed. 84-129, 4th ed. 72-113)




 ETEP, Athenian Democracy
 

October 20

ALEXANDER THE GREAT AND THE RISE OF ROME




Spielvogel, pp. 103-132 (3rd ed. 1320168, 4th ed. 114-154)




 ETEP, Alexander
 

October 27

THE ROMAN EMPIRE




Spielvogel, pp. 132-161 (3rd ed. 170-241, 4th ed. 154-193)

ETEP, Ancient Women; Fall of the Roman Empire
 

November 3

THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES




Spielvogel, pp. 162-216 (3rd ed. 244-275, 4th ed. 193-236)

 

November 10

THE HIGH MIDDLE AGES 




Spielvogel, pp. 217-272 (3rd ed. 278-373, 4th ed. 237-295)




 ETEP, The Crusades
 

November 17

LATER MIDDLE AGES & RENAISSANCE




Spielvogel, pp. 273-335 (3rd ed. 376-453, 4th ed. 296-361)

 

November 24

THE REFORMATION




Spielvogel, pp. 336-399 (3rd ed. 454-597, 4th ed. 362-424)




 ETEP, Witch-Hunts
 

December 1

EARLY MODERN EUROPE AND EPILOGUE

 

N.B. Most readings should be completed by Monday of the week for which they are assigned.  The readings in ETEP will normally be discussed in class and you should bring your book with you each day.  You should keep up regularly with the outlines and information in the Introduction to the Study of History and the Chronology of Western Civilization (on the website); no specific assignment is made in this, but you should follow it through week by week.  The Chronology is actually an outline of the entire class and you will find it helpful to review and to cover points you may find unclear.  This is not an English course, but it is important that you learn how to express yourself clearly in your examinations and short papers.  The student who can write a good essay will always do well in this course.

 

Student Responsibilities:
All students are expected to attend class regularly and to participate in class discussions.  Students should be on time for class and should make use of all handouts and information in the Chronology.  It is especially important to read the assignments in ETEP on time and to be prepared to discuss them in class.  

 

Short Essays:
You should prepare short essays on the following six topics.

Analysis and problem-solving are the most important elements in the study of history.  We wish for you to develop your abilities in this regard by writing a series of essays that require you to examine a historical problem in the light of the available evidence and to present a well-argued and logical argument to provide an answer to this specific problem.  Before you begin to write your essay, make sure you have read the section on essays in the “Introduction to the Study of History.”   Remember that this is a history class and --your essays will be graded for their logic and persuasiveness and--most of all--their use of historical data.  You should write as clearly and as well as you can, but the goal here is logical thought rather than beautiful English style.

The essays are due at the beginning of class on each day they are assigned; your grade will be decreased ½ a letter for each day it is late. 

Your essays must be typed and they must be no more than 3 pages, double-spaced.  You do not need to supply footnotes and/or bibliography since it is assumed that you will get most or all of your information from the readings assigned in this course.  If, however, you do use outside material, you should indicate clearly where you got it.  In addition, whenever you quote a source, or simply refer to one, you should make a specific reference (e.g., use parentheses and say something like “Code of Hammurabi 128,” or “ETEP, p. 88”).  Your essay should always contain reference to the three kinds of sources in AETP: primary, secondary, and visual sources.

Five of the essays are to be based on the readings in ETEP.  As you know, each of the modules in this book is based on one or more historical “problems.”  Your essay should answer the following questions:

1.      What is the main historical question or problem for the module?

2.      Briefly, how do the primary written sources answer the problem (i.e., what evidence do they give to help answer the question)?

3.      Briefly, how do modern historians (the secondary sources) answer the question?

4.      What evidence do the Visual Sources bring to bear on the main question?

5.      In the end, what answer to you prefer, and why?  Make sure you use the material in the primary and visual sources in your answer.

The topics and due dates are as follows

 

	 
	Monotheism
	October 3

	 
	Athenian Democracy
	October 15

	 
	Alexander the Great
	October 22

	 
	Fall of the RE OR Ancient Women            
	November 3

	 
	Crusades          
	November 10

	 
	Witch-Hunts
	November 26*


 

 * This paper is due the day before Thanksgiving.  If you will not be in class that day, please submit the paper earlier (preferably in hard copy). 

 

I will grade the first essay by October 6 and return it to you.  You may, if you wish, re-write the  essay and submit it by October 8 and I will record the higher of the two grades.  This option to re-write your essay is possible only for the first paper.

I will disregard the lowest of the six grades you receive for on the short essays.  You can, therefore, elect not to turn one of the assignments in, or you can write all six and I will count only the five highest grades in calculating your grade for the course.

Teams and Class Discussion

Students in this course will be divided into four teams (of  approximately 6 persons each).  These teams will organize and lead class discussion for 20 minutes or so, according to the following schedule.  Team members should get together well before class and decide what questions to address, how to approach them, and who shall lead discussion on the various issues.  It is essential that team members understand what the readings are all about (what the problem or the issue is); normally this means that team members should read the assignment in the textbook (and any primary sources included there) before they get together to plan.  Then, on the assigned day, team members will actually lead class discussion, for a period of about 20 minutes.  The class can be organized as a debate, as a question-answer session, as a drama, etc.  But it must involve participation from the class in general (not just the team members) and it should recognize the fact that most of these issues are not “right or wrong” questions, but real problems that people will probably have different ideas about.  All students should look at these broad questions and come to class prepared for the discussion each day.

Discussion Topics 


	October 10
	Would you like to have lived in ancient Sparta?
	Team A

	October 20
	What went “wrong” in Classical Greece?  Why didn’t democracy ultimately work? 
	Team B

	October 22
	Were women “better off” in the Hellenistic period than they had been in the classical age?  Why or why not?
	Team C

	October 24
	How would you characterize the Roman Republic: was it a democracy or an oligarchy? 
	Team D

	October 29
	How would you evaluate the role of Augustus: was he a good ruler or a tyrant?
	Team A

	October 31
	Why did Christianity become the religion of the Roman Empire?
	Team B

	November 3
	What was life like at the court of the Byzantine emperor?
	Team C

	November 3
	What was the nature of religion and society in the Arab caliphate ca. AD 632-700
	Team D

	November 7
	How do you explain the rise of the papacy institution?  What was the basis of the pope’s power?
	Team A

	November 10
	What was life like at the court of a feudal lord (feudalism, not manorialism)?
	Team B

	November 14
	What medieval universities like and how were they similar to and different from modern universities?
	Team C

	November 17
	Who was Machiavelli and why is he important?
	Team D

	November 24
	Was Luther a supporter of “freedom” or not?
	Team A

	November 26
	How did Calvin come up with the idea of Predestination?
	Team B

	December 1
	Cuius Regio eius religio: what does this mean and how important was it?
	Team C

	December 1
	Was the European conquest of the New World a glorious and a shameful event?
	Team D


Final Examination:
Information on the Final Examination will be available no later than November 10.

Extra Credit:
There may be extra credit available for attending out-of-class lectures.  Information will be passed on as soon as it is available.

Grades:
The following break-down will provide a rough estimate of the importance of the various parts of the course:

	
	Short Essays

 
	50%   (10% each)

	
	Team Discussion
	20%

	
	Participation, Improvement


	10%

	
	Final Examination



	20%


Grades in this course are not mechanically curved.  Everyone can get an A and everyone can fail.

All students should be aware that plagiarism, or any other kind of academic dishonesty, is a serious offense and can result in penalties, including failure in the course and dismissal from the University.  All work in this course must be your own, and dishonesty of any kind will not be tolerated.  You must also understand that it is not honest to “cut and paste”sections from websites without indicating that you have done that and providing proper citation (URL and date of access).
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