

History H112
Spring 2008PRIVATE 

TR 9:30-11:18 
Western Civilization
Prof. Beyerchen

The purpose of this course is to introduce lower divi​sion students to the major events, developments and issues of Western Civilization from approximately 1500 to the present.  Written assignments consist of two reaction papers (each 20 percent of the course grade), a midterm exam (20 percent) and a final exam (30 percent).  Class participation (which includes all quizzes) counts for 10 percent of the course grade.  

The following required books are available at the Student Book Exchange (SBX) on North High Street:


Robert Edgar, et al., Civilization:  Past and Present.  Loose leaf version, Vol. II, from 1300 (abbreviated as "E" below) 


Exploring the European Past:  Texts and Images

J. H. Elliott, The Old World and the New, 1492-1650


Mary Shelley, Frankenstein 


Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness

Loren Graham, The Ghost of the Executed Engineer 


Lucille Eichengreen, From Ashes to Life 


Wole Soyinka, Climate of Fear.

Recommended, but optional:  Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History and Anthony Weston, A Rulebook for Arguments.

My office hours are Wed 2:30-3:30, Thurs 2-3:00 and by appointment in Dulles 369; the telephone is 292-5478.  Email:  beyerchen.1@osu.edu.

The objectives of this course are for you to be able to:

1.  master both the basic factual knowledge of the past and major narratives presented in this course

2.  think critically about historical issues and their interpretations
3.  analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about those data
4.  express yourself with both oral and written clarity and precision.
	WEEK
	TOPIC
	ASSIGNMENT


	March 24 and 29
	Onset of the early modern world
	E skim ch. 13 and 14, read pp. xxvi and ch. 15; Gregory introduction to ETEP


	April 1 & 3
	Expansion and the modern state
	E ch. 16 & 17; Becker, et al. in ETEP; Elliott


	April 8 & 10
	A new order for heavens and humans
	E ch. 18 & 19, skim 20 & 21; finish ETEP modules




	April 15 & 17
	FIRST PAPER DUE April 15; rev​olutions
	E ch. 22; Shelley


	April 22 & 24
	The nation-state and imperialism
	E ch. 23 and skim 24 & 25; Conrad


	April 29 & May 1
	MIDTERM EXAM April 29; the zenith of the modern world
	E ch. 26 and 27


	May 6 & 8
	The Great War and its aftermath
	E ch. 28 & 29; Graham to p. 65


	May 13 & 15
	A Second World War 
	E ch. 30 & 31; Eichengreen to p. 129


	May 20 & 22
	SECOND PAPER DUE May 20; Cold War—yet another World War?  
	E ch. 32; finish Eichengreen & Graham


	May 27 & 29
	The end of the modern world?
	E ch. 33 & 35; skim 34 & 36; Soyinka


	June 5
	FINAL EXAMINATION on Thursday June 5, 9:30-11:18 am, in our classroom
	All previous material


University Policies:

University enrollment policy states:  “All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.” 

Academic Honesty: Students will observe all university policies on academic honesty.  All cases of suspected academic misconduct will be presented to the appropriate University committee.  See this web site for information on plagiarism and writing handouts: http://cstw.osu.edu/ especially at http://cstw.osu.edu/writing_center/handouts/index.htm
 

Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.



