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History 112H

 The West and the World since 1550

Description.  In the 16th century, Europe was still peripheral to much of the world.  By the beginning of the 20th century, however, Euro-American flags and interests dominated the globe.  The world today is the product of this transformation.  In this course we will study the creation of the modern world through the many European revolutions and counter-revolutions—intellectual, commercial, industrial, nationalist, imperialist, and feminist –  that helped to bring it into being.  In particular, we will examine internal European developments over the past four centuries in tandem with European expansion first in America, then in Asia, Oceania, and Africa.  Our goal is to think critically about the world in which we live and to write imaginatively about its past. 


Our work begins with close reading of the assigned texts, which include a general textbook and several primary sources.  Classes themselves will consist of lecture and discussion. 

Lectures are designed to supplement, not replace, the required reading.  Exams will draw on class lectures, required reading, and discussion.  Additional assignments will allow you to work on more narrowly focused topics. 

Reading. The following books are required.  All books are available from SBX bookstore, and a copy of each is on Reserve in Thompson Library. The Levack and Conrad are sold as a bundle at a discounted price. It is very important that you acquire this particular edition of the main textbook.  It is expensive, but it is the best one on the market, and thus particularly appropriate for honors students.  
Brian Levack et al, The West:  Encounters and Transformations. Vol. II Since 1550, Concise Edition
Françoise de Graffigny, Letters from a Peruvian Woman
Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness (Penguin Classics)
Primo Levi, Survival at Auschwitz

Other readings can be found on line via Carmen, as indicated in the syllabus.

Requirements.  You must attend all class meetings, come to class prepared, and hand in written work on time.  If you have to be absent from class for any reason, please inform me in advance.  I’m very happy to discuss any aspect of the course with you, and my office hours are listed above.  I can also be reached by e-mail, and feel free to schedule an appointment outside of my office hours.

Class participation, including short writing assignments, will count for 40% of the final grade.  There will be an in-class mid-term exam at the end of week 5 (20%), 1 short paper (20%), and a final exam (20%). All Assignments and grading policies are described in more detail below.  

Assignments.  The assignments are various and are designed to improve your ability to write and speak clearly and effectively.  Historical analysis in general requires the ability to demonstrate an understanding of why something happened and to explain its significance, to make comparisons and connections between different peoples, regions, periods, and events, and to use analytical categories to show change over time.  The following assignments are required to complete the course:


1)  Class participation and short writing assignments (40%): 


Discussion of the assigned readings form the core of this course, and half of every class will be devoted to discussion. You are expected therefore expected to come to class having already read the assigned chapter in our main textbook, Levack et al., The West:  Encounters and Transformations and accompanying documents.  Each chapter contains several short documents, maps and images and a section entitled “Justice in History” to which you should pay particular attention.  Some documents for discussion are not in your textbook but are on Carmen, which need to be printed out and brought to class on the appropriate day.  Everyone should participate in class discussions, and I will not hesitate to call upon students.  Active participation in class discussion is essential to getting a good grade in the course.

There will also be several short written and oral assignments (responses, quizzes, oral summaries, etc.) over the course of the term as part of your participation grade.  These assignments may be on a lecture or textbook chapter, or on a particular reading due that day. You will turn in a 2-page summary of the five major primary sources assigned in the course on the days we discuss those readings:  Descartes, de Graffigny, Marx, Conrad and Levi.  In these summaries you should pick out and discuss key short passages (no more than one or two sentences) in the sources that seem most revealing to you of the author’s point of view/arguments.  Questions to think about while you are doing these readings will be passed out ahead of time.
 

2) Mid-term and Final:


20%:  The mid-term will be on Thursday, Feb. 5 and will cover all the material from the first half of the course.  It will consist of a map exercise, I.D.s, a short answer essay and a longer essay, both on the documents we read in the previous weeks. There will be some choice for all the questions on the mid-term.


20%:  The final will take place on (to be confirmed) Tuesday, March 16, 9:30 am to 11:18 am.  It will be the same format as the mid-term.  The map exercise, I.D.s and short answer essay will cover the second half of the course, but the longer essay will be acccumulative.

3)  Paper

20%: There is one short paper (5 pages) required for the course.  You need to come up with an original argument, and illustrate it with quotations from the reading you are analyzing.  Keep your citations short, and if they are more than three sentences, they should be indented and single spaced.  If you are using an edition of the reading different from the ones ordered for the class, you must cite the edition you are using in a bibliography.   All quotations must be cited in the body of your paper by giving the title and page number (p. ) from the cited texts.  I will read drafts of these papers if you turn them in at least three days before the assignment is due.
Paper topic no. 1:  Françoise de Graffigny’s Letters from a Peruvian Woman
Due in class on Tuesday, Feb. 2. 
    The assignment is to write a five-page double-spaced essay on one of the two following questions. I am looking for a clear thesis and a well-developed argument, supported by direct quotations from the primary sources you have read.  You should find your evidence in several different parts of the readings.  You may draw upon the material presented in the introduction of Letters from a Peruvian Woman, but make sure you cite any ideas drawn from these introductions. 
A. Analyze de Graffigny’s views on the position of women in her society and compare them the positions staked out by Olympe de Gouge in her Declaration of the Rights of Woman. Do both women qualify as feminists? Make sure you define what counts as feminism in the 18th century.
B. De Graffigny’s epistolary novel reveals a great deal about Enlightenment views of non-Western cultures. How does de Graffigny use Inca culture to criticize her own society? Is this novel condescending – even racist -- towards Peruvians, or on the contrary does it show respect, tolerance, and curiosity for indigenous peoples of the “new world”?    


Paper Topic no. 2:  Karl Marx’s Communist Manifesto and Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness

Due in class on Thursday, March 4.


The assignment is to write a five- page double-spaced essay on one of the following questions. I am looking for a clear thesis and a well-developed argument, supported by direct quotations from the primary sources you have read.  You should find your evidence in several different parts of the readings.  You may draw upon the material presented in the introductions of your editions of Marx and Conrad, but make sure you cite any ideas drawn from these introductions. 
A. Is the exploitation of Africans described by Conrad more similar to, or different from, that which oppressed workers in Europe under capitalism according to Marx?  How do you account for these differences or similarities?
B. Compare and contrast Conrad’s and Marx’s approaches to their respective subjects: capitalism and imperialism. Each is angry at what he perceives to be deep injustices in European society, but how do the two authors choose to analyze these problems and what solutions does each offer? 
Extra Credit Students have the option of receiving extra credit for up to two of the following assignments (you must choose among a, b, and c; you can not write 2 film reviews).  They must be completed by the dates set out below. Extra Credit will only count towards students whose final average is a D or higher.  (2 points each toward your participation grade) 
(a) Attend my office hours by Jan. 20.

(b) Evaluate one of the following films and write a 1-3 page response paper considering whether or not it is an appropriate representation of the historical event that is at its focus.  Make sure you clearly set out what you mean by appropriate or inappropriate representation. Please also make sure that you give yourself enough time to obtain and view the film before the assignment is due.  

Restoration due 1/19
Black Robe due 1/19
Dangerous Liaisons due 1/26
Danton due 1/28
Amazing Grace 2/11
Hard Times due 2/11
Germinal due 2/16
Rosa Luxemburg due 2/18
Zulu due 2/23
Apocalypse Now due 2/23
Gallipoli due 2/25
A Very Long Engagement due 2/25

Reds due 3/2
Dr. Zhivago due 3/2
Blue Angel due 3/4
Saving Private Ryan due 3/9
Days of Glory due 3/9
Woman in Berlin due 3/11
Grading Policies. 

Grades will be computed on the following standard scale:

A+  97.5% and above   B+  87.5% and above   C+  77.5% and above   D+  67.5% and above

A    92.5% and above   B     82.5% and above   C    72.5% and above   D   60% and above

A-   90%  and above     B-   80% and above      C-    70% and above     E    below 60%

A signifies exceptional work, B superior, C satisfactory, and D passing but unsatisfactory.  All grading is progressive, meaning that the goal is improvement over the semester, culminating in an outstanding final exam. Extensions will only be granted if they are requested 24 hours in advance.  Late papers turned in without an extension will be marked down 2 points for every day after the due date.


Good writing relies on argument, evidence, and what William Strunk Jr. called the “elements of style.”  An A paper is distinguished by an original, compelling argument; a judicious use of well-digested evidence; and an effortless command of grammar, spelling, and punctuation.  A B paper is marked by an argument that is well-crafted, but predictable; evidence that is appropriately placed but inadequately exploited; and serviceable but not seductive prose.  A C paper is characterized by a loose or regurgitated argument; mechanical citation and support; and awkward paragraph structure, repetitive constructions, lapses into colloquialism, and overuse of the passive, adverbs, and the exclamatory voice.  A D paper is marred by assertions rather than argument; the misreading or misuse of evidence; and simple grammatical and spelling mistakes.  An E paper lacks an argument; shows no familiarity with relevant evidence; and has consistent problems with basic sentence construction.


Late papers and Make-up exams:   Students must take the mid-term and final exams at the scheduled times.  Students will be allowed to take a make-up exam only for urgent reasons.  The students should, if possible, contact me at least one day in advance, and present written proof of the reason for their absence (for example, an official statement from the Medical Center).  Without an official excuse, students will be permitted to take a make-up exam at my discretion.

Extensions for the paper are granted to those students presenting valid and verifiable excuses, preferably at least one day before the due date of the assignment.  Papers that are received late without just cause or without a previously approved extension will be graded down by a full letter per day late.

     Plagiarism, cheating, and or other academic misconduct will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. The Ohio State University and the Committee on Academic Misconduct (COAM) expect that all students have read and understand the University’s Code of Student Conduct, and that all students will complete all academic and scholarly assignments with fairness and honesty.  Students must recognize that failure to follow the rules and guidelines established in the University’s Code of Student Conduct and this syllabus may constitute “Academic Misconduct.”
     The Ohio State University’s Code of Student Conduct (Section 3335-23-04) defines academic misconduct as: “Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the University, or subvert the educational process.”  Examples of academic misconduct include (but are not limited to) plagiarism, collusion (unauthorized collaboration), copying the work of another student, and possession of unauthorized materials during an examination.  Ignorance of the University’s Code of Student Conduct is never considered an “excuse” for academic misconduct, so I recommend that you review the Code of Student Conduct and, specifically, the sections dealing with academic misconduct.

If I suspect that a student has committed academic misconduct in this course, I am obligated by University Rules to report my suspicions to the Committee on Academic Misconduct.  If COAM determines that you have violated the University’s Code of Student Conduct (i.e., committed academic misconduct), the sanctions for the misconduct could include a failing grade in this course and suspension or dismissal from the University.

If you have any questions about the above policy or what constitutes academic misconduct in this course, please contact me.

Disability Services:  Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760  Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/.

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
Schedule
CELL PHONES MUST BE TURNED OFF IN CLASS!!!!!

ALWAYS BRING YOUR TEXTBOOK AND ASSIGNED READING
Week 1.  Early Modern Europe, 1500-1715
1/05 Course Themes and Requirements; Europe in the 16th century

  Read:  Levack et al., “What is the West?,” pp. 3-8; and chap. 14, 291-301
1/07  The Age of Absolutism


   Read:  Levack et al., chap. 14, pp. 301-306; chap. 15, pp. 313-321 and 326-332

 
         The Revocation of the Edict of Nantes (CARMEN) Print and Bring


         Justice in History: The Trial of Charles I, in Levack et al., pp. 328-329 
Week 2.  The New Science and Colonial Wealth
1/12 Cogito Ergo Sum

 
 Read:  Levack et al., chap. 16


      Réné Descartes, The Discourse on Method, Books 1-4 (CARMEN) Print and Bring 

 Descartes Written Response due in class
1/14 Mercantilism

  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 17, pp. 357-371

 
       Justice in History: The Trial of Gallileo, Levack et al., pp. 348-349


       Adam Smith, “On Colonies” (CARMEN) Print and Bring
Week 3.  Enlightenment and Slavery
1/19 The Enlightenment and Women 


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 18


        A Former Slave… Levack et al., p. 370 



       Excerpt from Equiano, The Life of Gustavus Vassa (CARMEN) Print and Bring

             Justice in History: The Trial of the Mutineers on the Bounty, Levack et al., pp. 362-363
    

 1/21  Views of the Other

 Read:  Françoise de Graffigny, Letters from a Peruvian Woman, Entire book, including Introduction

             Rousseau, Emile (CARMEN) Print and Bring

    De Graffigny Written Response due in class
Week 4.  Worlds Transformed 1
1/26 The French Revolution, 1789-1794


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 19, pp. 401-413


       The Declaration of the Rights of Woman (CARMEN) Print and Bring


       The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen, Levack et al, p. 404
     
             “An Answer to the Impertinent Question: But What is a Sans-Culotte?” (CARMEN) Print and Bring
1/28  Imperialism Rekindled:  Napoleon, Europe and the World

    Read:  Levack et al., chap. 19, pp. 413-421, chap. 17 pp. 372-377

    Justice in History: The Trial of Louis XVI, Levack et al., pp. 408-409
Week 5.   Worlds Transformed II
2/02  The Industrial Revolution and the World


   Read:  Levack et al., chap. 20 


   
        Thomas Malthus Writes…, Levack et al., p. 434
Paper Option # 1 Due in Class

2/04  Midterm
Week 6.  An Unsettled World

2/09 Hard Times and Radical Visions


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 21

             Justice in History: The Sadler Committee on Child Labor, Levack et al., pp. 436-437
     

             Justice in History:  Prostitution, Corporal Punishment and Liberalism in Germany, Levack et al., pp. 456-457
2/11 The Springtime of the People


  Read:   Karl Marx, The Communist Manifesto (CARMEN) Print and Bring

  Marx Written Response due in class
Week 7.  New Nations and New Empires

2/16 The Crisis of Liberalism


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 22

             Justice in History: The Dreyfus Affair, Levack et al., pp. 734-735
2/18  New Imperialisms


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 23


        Begin Joseph Conrad, Heart of Darkness
Week 8.  Cataclysm 

2/23 World War I


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 24 and finish Heart of Darkness


       Expectations vs. Reality, Levack et al., p. 514

  Conrad Written Response due in class
2/25  The Bolshevik Revolution


  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 25, pp. 529-538

              Justice in History: The Nontrial of Nicholas and Alexandra, Levack et al., pp. 522-523
Week 9.  New Visions of the Modern 

3/02 Mass Politics and the Cult of the Leader

  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 25, pp. 538-546 and chap. 26, pp. 549-552

  
       The Cult of the Leader, Levack et al., p. 537 


       Justice in History, The Trial of Adolf Hitler, Levack et al., pp. 534-535
3/04 The Ordeal of Total War 

  Read:  Levack et al., chap. 26, pp. 552-569

              Living under the Bombs, Levack et al., p. 558


        Justice in History: The Trial of Adolf Eichmann, Levack et al., pp. 564-565
Paper Option # 2 Due in Class
Week 10.  Europe’s Death and Rebirth
3/09  Genocide


   Read:  Primo Levi, Survival at Auschwitz 
         Levi Written Response due in class      




3/11  Europe after the Holocaust



   Read:  Levack et al., chap. 27

   Justice in History:  Show Time: The Trial of Rudolf Slansky, Levack et al., p. 582-583

         Rock and Revolution, Levack et al., p. 592
