HISTORY 112H: WESTERN CIVILIZATION SINCE THE 17TH CENTURY
Winter 2008

Professor Theodora Dragostinova

Monday and Wednesday, 9:30-11:18 am
Department of History


0166 Ramseyer Hall




348 Dulles Hall







Phone: (614) 292-1602

Email: dragostinova.1@osu.edu
Office Hours: 
Mondays & Wednesdays, 12:30 am-1:15 pm and 3:30-4:30 pm

& by appointment
Course description:
This class introduces students to the political, social, and cultural developments that made the fabric of modern Europe, East and West. Throughout the course, we will adopt a broader understanding of “western civilization,” paying special attention to developments on the peripheries of Europe as well as the European colonies overseas. 

We will focus on the main characteristics of modernity, including the birth of representative politics and democratic institutions; industrialization and the new technologies; the various -isms, such as conservatism, liberalism, socialism, and nationalism; the effects of European colonialism and imperialism; the new social classes and changing gender roles; the emergence of state bureaucracy and modern warfare; the challenges to the democratic order and experiments in socialism and fascism; the Holocaust and ethnic cleansing; the divided world during the Cold War and the overthrow of the communist regimes; and decolonization and globalization. Combining a survey textbook with primary sources and fiction, students will learn and debate about the historical trends that created the modern European state, society, and culture.

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the Department after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

Required readings: 

All required readings are available for purchase at SBX. 
Brian P. Levack et al, The West: Encounters & Transformations, Concise Edition, Volume II, Longman, 2007. (ISBN-13: 978-0321276315)
The OSU Department of History, Exploring the European Past (Hereafter ETEP) (available at SBX only—make sure that you purchase the one with my name!!!)

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart (Anchor, 1994) (ISBN-13: 978-0385474542)
Primo Levy, Survival in Auschwitz (Touchstone, 1996) (ISBN-13: 978-0684826806)
Heda Margolius Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star. A Life in Prague, 1941-1968 (Holmes & Meier, 1997) (ISBN-13: 978-0841913776)
Course Requirements:

Eight 400-word reaction papers on the assigned readings: 40% (5% each)
Midterm examination: 20% (6 February 2008)
Final examination: 30% (12 March 2008)
Participation and Discussion: 10%
Assignments:

The midterm and final exams will consist of terms to identify and an essay question. A list of terms and sample study questions will be provided before each exam. 
The eight 400-word reaction papers will be on topics that I will distribute in class beforehand and will include critical analysis of the assigned readings. Please make sure that you do not go over the word limit in your papers because this will count against your grade. Please be advised that you have the option to turn in an extra optional reaction paper on the readings for our second class meeting on Monday, January 7, and in this case I will drop your lowest reaction paper grade. 
Participation and discussion will be evaluated on a weekly basis, and I will allow plenty of time in each class for student comments based on the assigned readings and in particular the primacy source excerpts. If students do not participate regularly, I reserve the right to give pop quizzes that will be included in your participation/discussion grade.

Grade distribution: 

A: 92.6 and above 


C+: 77.6-79.5


A-: 89.6-92.5 



C: 72.6-77.5

B+: 87.6-89.5
 


C-: 69.6-72.5


B: 82.6-87.5



D+: 67.6-69.5

B-: 79.6-82.5



D: 62-67.5 

E: below 62

Since the University does not record D- grades, a student earning a course average below 62 will receive an E in this course. 
Attendance:

Attendance is crucial for students’ good performance, and I will take class roll at the beginning of each meeting. Please note that you are allowed 1 (one) unexcused absence in this course. In the case of a legitimate, University-excused absence, please provide me with proper documentation. After your one-absence limit, I will reduce your final grade by 3 (three) points for each absence incurred without a legitimate reason. 

Make-Ups and Late Assignments: 

You need to have a legitimate reason to take a make-up exam and you should provide me with the necessary documentation that verifies the University-excused reason for your absence as soon as possible. In case that you do not provide documentation, I will allow you to take the make-up but I will reduce your exam grade by 10 points. Make-ups should be taken within two weeks, except in very grave circumstances.

All assignments are due during the designated class period, and each student should bring a paper copy to hand in during class; I will not accept emailed assignments for any reason. You can submit a late paper only if you provide me with proper documentation that confirms the University-excused reason for the late submission. 

Academic Misconduct and Plagiarism:

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate all reported cases of student academic misconduct. Academic Misconduct includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating on exams, unauthorized collaboration with other students, alteration of grades, and fraudulent medical excuses. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp). 

For the purposes of this class, it is extremely important that you know what plagiarism involves. Plagiarism is the representation of another’s work or ideas as one’s own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person’s work, and/or the unacknowledged use of another person’s ideas. For additional information, please visit the following website http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm
Disability Services:

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/. 

Class Schedule:
F, 01/04

Introduction and the History of Western Civilization
M, 01/07
Constitutionalism and Absolutism in Early Modern Europe
Readings: Levack, ch. 15 (entire)

Timothy Gregory, “Exploring the European Past” (Introduction to ETEP)

ETEP, Monarchy
***Optional Reaction Paper Due***
W, 01/09

European Colonization and the Scientific Revolution
Readings: Levack, ch. 16 (entire) and ch. 17 (357-374)

M, 01/14

The Enlightenment

Readings: Levack, ch. 18 (entire)

ETEP, Enlightenment
***Reaction Paper #1 Due***

W, 01/16

The French Revolution 

Readings: Levack, ch. 17 (374-377) and ch. 19 (entire)

ETEP, French Revolution
***Reaction Paper #2 Due***

M, NO CLASS. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. HOLIDAY
W, 01/23

Industrialization, Social Crises, and Radicalism
Readings: Levack, ch. 20 (entire) and ch. 22 (468-470)

ETEP, Labor
***Reaction Paper #3 Due***

M, 01/28

Napoleon, Nationalism, and Nation-building in Europe
Readings: Levack., ch. 21 (entire)
W, 01/30

The New Imperialism 

Readings: Levack, ch. 23 (496-504)

Achebe, Things Fall Apart
***Reaction Paper #4 Due***

M, 02/04

Politics, Society, and Culture in the Late Nineteenth Century
Readings: Levack, ch. 22 (470-483) and ch. 23 (488-496)

***Review for midterm exam. Come prepared to ask questions!***
***W, 02/06. Midterm***
M, 02/11
World War One as a Global War
Readings: Levack, ch. 24 (509-520)

W, 02/13

The Bolshevik Revolution and the Socialist Alternative
Readings: Levack, ch. 24 (520-525) and ch. 25 (530-536 [skip pp. 534-535] and 540-543)
ETEP, Stalinism
***Reaction Paper #5 Due***

M, 02/18

Authoritarian Regimes in Interwar Europe
Readings: Levack, ch. 25 (536-540, including the insert on pp. 534-535)
W, 02/20

World War Two and the Holocaust

Readings: Levack, ch. 26 (entire)

Levy, Survival in Auschwitz
***Reaction Paper #6 Due***

M, 02/25

The Beginnings of the Cold War
Readings: Levack, ch. 27 (573-576 and 579-580)

ETEP, Cold War
***Reaction Paper #7 Due***

W, 02/27

Decolonization

Readings: Levack, ch. 25 (543-546) and ch. 27 (576-579)
M, 03/03

The Iron Curtain 

Readings: Levack, ch. 27 (580-593)

Kovaly, Under a Cruel Star
***Reaction Paper #8 Due***

W, 03/05

The End of the Cold War and Globalization
Readings: Levack, ch. 28 (entire) 

***Review for final exam. Come prepared to ask questions!***
***FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, 12 March 2008, 9:30 AM - 11:18 AM***
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