HONORS HISTORY 151—AMERICAN CIVILIZATION TO 1877 
Autumn 2003
TR 11:30-1:18
 
 
Instructor:  Professor L. Alexander
Office:  371 Dulles Hall
Office Hours:  Thursdays 3:30-5 and by appointment
Phone:  688-4110
Email:  alexander.282@osu.edu
Course Website:  http://people.history.ohio-state.edu/alexander282
 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION
 
This special honors section of American Civilization chronicles the history of the United States from the Colonial Period through the Era of Reconstruction, and challenges students to reconsider traditional historical interpretations and develop alternative modes of analysis.  We will focus on the social, economic, cultural, and political history of all Americans, including Native Americans, African Americans and women.  We will explore the major themes and trends in the development of American society from the perspectives of the “rich and famous” as well as marginalized people.
 
 
OBJECTIVES
 
Students will be introduced to the field of American history and historical research.  They will examine traditional historical themes, while learning to assess and analyze these issues from various viewpoints.  They will benefit from the seminar format of this course, which allows for discussion and the development of their own critical interpretations.  In addition, students will gain the skills to evaluate the different, and sometimes contradictory, opinions of historians.
 
 
IMPORTANT INFORMATION

 
In accordance with departmental policy, all students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Students who feel they may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me to arrange an appointment as soon as possible.  At the appointment, you can discuss the course format, anticipate your needs and explore potential accommodations.  We rely on the Office for Disability Services for assistance in verifying the need for accommodations and developing accommodation strategies. If you have not previously contacted the Office for Disability Services, you may do so at: 292-3307 (V) or 292-0901 (TDD)
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND GRADING
 
Regular attendance is mandatory, it will not be possible to pass this course unless you come to class!  If any student has three consecutive unexcused absences, he or she will be dropped from the class with an "E."  The final course grade will be determined as follows:
 
1.      Class Participation (20% of final grade):
 
Students are expected to complete the assigned reading and should be prepared to analyze the material, as grades will be based upon the frequency and quality of participation.  In addition, students will select one week to lead the discussion portion of the class.  Discussion leaders will be responsible for preparing questions and comments for the group to consider.
 
2.  Writing Assignment (20% of final grade):
 
This project will introduce students to the experience of analyzing historical materials.  This assignment will require a brief discussion (approximately 2-3 pages) of a selection from Retrieving the American Past.  The article will be selected by the student, and should be submitted during the week that the article is being discussed.
 
The paper will be graded according to:  (1) the content and aptness of your ideas, and (2) the quality and accuracy of your prose.  Papers are to be typed, double-spaced, and written in clear, correct prose.  There should be no spelling errors.  When you use the ideas of others, you must indicate in a footnote or by some other method acceptable to the course instructor.
 
No assignments will be accepted after the stated due date without prior permission from the instructor.  Late papers will be penalized half a letter grade per day for each day they are late.  Students should contact the instructor before the due date of assignment if they are unable to complete the assignment.
 
**Remember, write your own papers!**  If someone else writes your paper (or exam), or if you use someone else’s ideas as your own without acknowledging their contributions, you will be committing plagiarism, which is a case of academic misconduct.  This includes all information obtained on the internet.  If you are unclear about what specifically constitutes plagiarism, please contact me or refer to the student handbook.
 
3.      Midterm Examination (25% of final grade):
 
The midterm will be an in-class examination, held on October 30, covering lectures and readings.  There will be a term identification section, and an essay section. 
 
4.      Final Examination (35% of final grade):
 
The final examination will be in the form of a final paper due on Thursday, December 11 by 5:00pm in my office (371 Dulles Hall).  It will be a cumulative examination; students will be asked to write an 8-10 page essay covering materials from the entire quarter.  Graduating seniors should contact me to arrange for an early examination.
 
Make-up Exam Policy:
 
If for any family or medical reason you find it absolutely necessary to miss an examination, you must contact the course instructor before the examination and have her consent if you wish to take a make-up exam.  The date and time for any make-up will be announced in class.
 
 
REQUIRED READING
 
The following books are required for the course:
 
Nash, Gary.  Red, White and Black: The Peoples of Early North America.
Retrieving the American Past, (RTAP) compiled by Professor Alexander, Autumn 2003.
Reading packet compiled by instructor, available at Cop-Ez.
 
IMPORTANT:   Retrieving the American Past is a customized reader.  Your instructor has chosen certain essays and documents from a wide array of possibilities.  The selections are published in a unique version of the Retrieving the American Past reader prepared especially for your class.  Make sure you purchase the correct version!  Each reader has a sticker on the front cover with the name of the instructor who compiled the version and the academic quarter in which it will be used.  (The same information is also printed on the first page.)  Don’t use a version prepared by another instructor and don’t use a version prepared for a quarter other than the one in which you are taking the course.  
**Retrieving the American Past is available at SBX only.
 
Since this is an honors course, we will not be using a textbook, but will be relying upon lectures to provide a general narrative.  If you feel that you may need additional narrative background, refer to: John Mack Faragher, et. al, Out of Many: A History of the American People.  This text will be available for purchase, and will also be on reserve at the Main Library.
 
 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS AND ASSIGNMENTS
 
 
PART ONE—CULTURAL CONTACT, CULTURAL CONFLICT
 
Thursday, September 25
Introduction to the course
Lecture: Indigenous “Americans” and Early European Contact
 
Tuesday, September 29
Lecture: European Culture and Expansion
Read and Discuss:  Nash, Chapters 1 and 2
 
 
Thursday, October 1
Lecture: Creation of Colonies in the Americas and Cultural Conflict
Read and Discuss: Nash, Chapters 3 and 5
 
 
Tuesday, October 7
Lecture: West African Culture, the Rise of the Transatlantic Trade, and the Racialization of Slavery
Read and Discuss: Nash, Chapters 6 and 7
 
 
Thursday, October 9
Lecture: Puritanism and the Politics of Gender 
Read and Discuss: Nash, Chapter 4 and RTAP The Salem Witchcraft Scare
 
 
Tuesday, October 14
Cultural and Political Change in the Early Colonies: The Prelude to Revolution
Read and Discuss:  Nash, Chapters 8, 9 and 10 (focus mainly on pages 218-269)
 
 
Thursday, October 16
The Revolutionary War
Read and Discuss:  Nash, Chapter 11 and RTAP “Radicalism of the American Revolution”
 
 
Tuesday, October 21
Creation of a New Nation and Northern Emancipation
Read and Discuss: Nash, Chapter 12
 
 
Thursday, October 23
The War of 1812, the Missouri Compromise and the limits of Democracy
Read and Discuss:  RTAP Lewis and Clark and Settlement of the Midwest
 
 
Tuesday, October 28
The Jackson Presidency and Native American Removal
Read and Discuss:  RTAP Cherokee Removal
 
 
Thursday, October 30
MIDTERM
 
 
PART TWO--SOCIAL CHANGE AND DISUNION
 
Tuesday, November 4
Southern Slavery
Read and Discuss:  Reading Packet—from Kelley and Lewis, pp. 169-198
 
 
Thursday, November 6
Immigration, Urbanization, the Market Revolution and the Rise of a “New Social Order”
Read and Discuss:  RTAP on From Artisans to Factory Hands and Transcendentalism 
 
 
Tuesday, November 11—No Class, Veterans Day Observed
 
 
Thursday, November 13
Religious and Social Reform
Read and Discuss: RTAP Women’s Rights, also reading packet on Spiritualism.
 
 
Tuesday, November 18
Abolition and Free Blacks
Read and Discuss:  Reading Packet—from Kelley and Lewis, pp. 199-226
 
 
Thursday, November 20
Manifest Destiny and Continued Westward Expansion
Read and Discuss: RTAP Manifest Destiny and the Mexican American War
 
 
Tuesday, November 25
“And Black People Were At the Heart of It:” The Splintering of the Union
Read and Discuss: RTAP The Political Crisis of the 1850s
 
 
Thursday, November 27--No Class, Thanksgiving
 
 
Tuesday, December 2
The Civil War and the Demise of Chattel Slavery
Read and Discuss: RTAP The Decision for Emancipation, also Union and Confederate Soldiers (secondary sources only)
 
 
Thursday, December 4
The Promise and Failure of Reconstruction
Read and Discuss: Reading Packet—from Kelley and Lewis, pp. 227-280
 
FINAL EXAMINATION—Due Thursday, December 11
