History H151: American Civilization to 1877 -- Honors
Autumn Quarter 2004
Instructor:  Richard M. Ugland
Office:  132 Dulles Hall (enter via 106); 247-6037; ugland.1@osu.edu
Office Hours: Monday, 9:30-11:00 a.m.; Wednesday, 2:00-3:30 p.m., and by appointment.
Course Website:  http://people.cohums.ohio-state.edu/ugland1/
 
“We live in reference to past experience, and not future events, however, inevitable.”
  ---H. G. Wells
“The past is the present, isn’t it?  It’s the future too.”
  ---Eugene O’Neill
“He to whom the present is the only thing that is present knows nothing of the age in which he lives.”
  ---Oscar Wilde
“Take no one’s word for anything, including mine--but trust your experience.  Know whence you came.  If you know whence you came, there is really no limit to where you can go.”
  ---James Baldwin
“To remember the past is to commit oneself to the future.”
   ---Pope John Paul II
“Of our conceptions of the past, we make a future.”
   ---Thomas Hobbes
 
Objectives:  To make our futures we will seek:
 
  1.  to master a broad range of information concerning the people, forces, and events that shaped              the  development of the United States to 1877.
  2.  to think critically about historical issues, a habit of mind that will shape our conceptions of the           past and thus inform our futures.
  3.  to analyze historical data and reach informed conclusions about them.
  4.  to improve written and oral communication skills.
 
Themes:  We will focus, though not exclusively, on:
 
  1.  Slavery and race.
  2.  [R]Evolution from a monarchical to a democratic society.
  3.  The American empire--territorial expansion and encounters with Native Americans.
  4.  The “Great Transformation”--the shift from a traditional, subsistence economy to a market, 
       industrial economy.
  5.  Divergent paths in American development converging at the Civil War. 
  6.  Making (“doing”) history -- sources and methods.
 
Required Books:  
Roark, et al., The American Promise, Second Compact Edition, Vol. I
Salevouris and Furay, Learning American History
Ugland, Retrieving the American Past (available only at SBX; buy only the "Ugland" edition). 
Wheeler and Becker, Discovering the American Past, 5th ed., Vol. I
 
Class Structure:
Class sessions will be a mix of lecture, visual material, and discussion.  Emphasis will be on student participation.   All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student.
 
Grading:
Your grade in the course will be determined as follows: Quizzes--25%; Research Project--20%; Class Participation (including brief written assignments)--25%; Final Exam--30%
 
Quizzes: [see schedule for dates]
 
There will be six (6) quizzes focusing on the readings, especially The American Promise, scheduled about every third class.  The lowest of the six grades on these quizzes will not count in the determination of your course grade.  There will be no make-up quizzes.
 
Class Participation:
 
The participation grade will be based on what are expected to be informed contributions to every class, and on a variety of brief writing assignments, some of which will be completed in class.   No late writing assignments will be accepted.  Pay close attention to the website for daily assignments.
 
Research Project:   [Due no later than: Thursday, November 18, in class]
 
You will write a paper of from five (5) to no more than seven (7) double-spaced, typed pages based on original research in newspapers.  You will use your newspaper research to reconstruct an aspect of life at the time and the place that your newspaper was published, or to analyze a particular theme.  Detailed information on the paper project will be given in class.
 
Final Examination:   [Wednesday, December 8, 9:30 a.m. to 11:18 a.m., same room]
 
You will write two essays, in class, in response to two questions of the instructor’s choice.   Study questions will be distributed in the last week of class.  The study questions will refer to the themes on the first page of this syllabus.  There may also be some short-answer questions.
 
Assignment and Examination Policy:
 
No make-up quizzes shall be given.   No late writing assignments shall be accepted.  No “extra credit” assignments shall be given or accepted.
 
No research project will be accepted after the due date unless Prof. Ugland has granted prior approval.  Such approval will be granted only if circumstances beyond your control prevent you from handing in the project by the due date, and such approval may still carry a grade penalty depending upon the circumstances.  It is assumed that students will begin the research project early, and that they will set for themselves a completion date prior to the date the paper is due.
The final exam must be taken in class at the time assigned by the University.  No final exam shall be given prior to the scheduled time for the final, except in the case of a graduating senior.  Consideration for a make-up final will be granted only in the case of documented illness or documented family emergency. 
 
Regular attendance is simply expected.   Students who miss a class are responsible for all changes to the syllabus announced in the class, all handouts given in the class, and any other matters occurring in the class.  If an illness or a family emergency requires you to miss a class, contact Prof. Ugland for assistance upon your return.  All students with disabilities who need accommodations should contact Prof. Ugland immediately to make arrangements.
 
No kind of academic misconduct will be tolerated.  Evidence of any case of suspected misconduct will be forwarded to the University’s Committee on Academic Misconduct.
 
Class Discussion Schedule:
 
Students must complete the readings by the time of class on the date shown on the schedule.  Come to each class prepared to ask and answer questions and to discuss material from the readings.  Refer to the website for additional daily assignment instructions.  Note:  the exercises from Learning American History are always from Section I of each chapter.  
 
For readings:  A=American Promise                 D=Discovering the American Past 
                       L=Learning American History    R=Retrieving the American Past (# refers to page)
 
DATE            TOPICS                                                          READINGS/ASSIGNMENTS     
 
9/23    Introduction to Course;                                              A 1 [optional]; (L 8, 9, 10 should be 
           The Past Imperfect                                                    read early in the quarter; L 5 is optional                                                                                                  but refer to exercise C on notetaking)
 
9/28    The “New Mediterranean”:                                        A 2; L 1 (ex. A, B, C); D 1; R1
           The Peopling of Early America                                    
                                     
9/30    Freedom and Slavery: Colonial Virginia                   A 3; L 2 (ex. A, B); R3
 
10/5     “City on a Hill”: the Puritans’ Errand                       A 4; L 3 (read ex. A, B); D 2; R5
            into the Wilderness  
            QUIZ 1         
 
10/7     Becoming American                                                  A 5; L 4 (ex. A, B); D 3; R9,15 
 
10/12    Revolution: Home Rule                                            A 6; D 4; L 3 (ex. C)
 
10/14    Revolution: Who Shall Rule at Home?                       A 7; R13; L 6 [ex. A, B (2,4,6 or 3,5,7), 
            QUIZ 2                                                                      C (section on “For Discussion” on p. 87)]
10/19   Revolution: From Monarchical to                              A 8; R19,23,27,29,33 
            Republican Society
 
10/21   Defining the Experiment: Jeffersonian and                A 9; D 5; R35
            Hamiltonian Views of the New Nation
 
10/26   An Expanding Nation I:                                             A 10; R37
            Nationalism and the early Republic
            QUIZ 3
 
10/28   From Deference to Democracy:                                 A 11 (pp. 256-58, 264-271, 275-85);   
            The Transformation of Political Culture                    D 6; R43,47
     
11/2     The Ubiquitous Watch: The Great                             A 11 (pp. 258-264);  Transformation, 1790-1860    A 13 (pp. 316-328); D 7
            QUIZ 4
 
11/4      Adjusting to the New Order:                                    A 11 (pp. 271-275); A 13 (328-332);
             Values, Beliefs, and the Reform Impulse                 R41,51,57,61,67; L 7 (ex.A, B)
 
11/9      The Tyranny of American History:                          A 12; D 8; R73,77,79
             The Peculiar Institution    
           
11/11     HOLIDAY
 
11/16     An Expanding Nation II: Democratic                     A 13 (pp. 332-349); L 8 (ex. A)
              Imperialism
              QUIZ 5
              
11/18     “Free Soil, Free Labor, Free Men”:                         A 14; D 9; L 9 (ex. A, do three)
              Paths to Disunion                                                     R85,91
              RESEARCH PROJECT DUE
 
11/23     Total War: “War of the                                            A 15 (pp. 380-392); R97,117
              Rebellion”/“The War between the
              States”
 
11/30     Total War (cont.)                                                       A 15 (pp. 392-411); D 10; L 10 (ex. B)
            
12/2       The “Tragic Era”:  Reconstruction                          A 16; D 11
              QUIZ 6
 
 
                       FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, December 8, 9:30-11:18 a.m., same room 
