History H152                                    CC 0209
Winter 2005                                     MW 9:30-11:18
 
American Civilization since 1877 (Honors)

 
 
Lecturer:  Professor Peter L. Hahn
 
Course Description:
History H152 is an honors-level introduction to American civilization from the end of the Reconstruction period to the recent past.  The course is designed to provide students a perspective on the position of the United States among the nations of the world and on the controversies and agreements among Americans concerning the desired attributes of their culture and government.  The course examines how Americans have experienced economic growth, institutional change, cultural development, and political democracy since 1877.  Themes treated in the course include: industrialization and its effects on American society, economics, and politics; immigration and urbanization; governmental reform; women's suffrage and feminism; foreign policy; minorities and civil rights; and political, cultural, and social developments.
     This course fulfills the Arts & Humanities Historical Survey requirement of the GEC.
 
Academic Objectives:
In this course you should advance toward the following objectives:
1. To develop the ability to assess and critically think about historical issues and how people interpret those issues;
2. To gain a basic factual knowledge of this historical period;
3. To develop some skills in analyzing historical evidence and reaching informed conclusions about it.
 
Required Books:
The following required books should be available SBX.
     Paul Boyer et al., The Enduring Vision: A History of the American People, Vol. 2: From 1865.  

     Retrieving the American Past. (This volume was compiled specifically for this course and has “Hahn, 152, Winter 2005” on the cover.)
     Anzia Yezierska, Bread Givers. 
     David Kyvig, Daily Life in the United States, 1920-1940: How Americans Lived through the 'Roaring Twenties' and the Great Depression. 
     Terry H. Anderson, The Sixties, 2nd ed.
     William E. Pemberton, Exit with Honor: The Life and Presidency of Ronald Reagan.

 
Reading Assignments:
The reading assignments are listed on the schedule of assignments below. Be sure to finish each reading assignment before class on the date listed.  
 
Meetings:
Class will meet Mondays and Wednesdays from 9:30 to 11:18 am.  You are expected to attend all class meetings.  
     I will periodically take attendance and award points to students recorded present. In addition, I will occasionally ask you to write an in-class "minute paper" and award points to students who satisfactorily complete the assignment. Up to ten points may be earned through attendance and minute papers.  
     Most class meetings will consist primarily of lecture, but ample time will be reserved for discussion of assigned readings and material presented in lecture. You are expected to contribute intelligently to class discussions. Your participation will account for 10 percent of your quarter grade.
 
Office Hours:
My office is in Dulles Hall 271 (telephone 292-7200; e-mail hahn.29@osu.edu).  My office hours are Mondays and Wednesdays 12:00-1:00 and 3:30-4:00 and by appointment.  Modifications of these hours will be announced in class as far in advance as possible.
 
Enrollment:
All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the second full week of the quarter. No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time. Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.
 
Examinations:
There will be a midterm exam and a final exam. The midterm will be administered on Wednesday, February 9, and the final will be administered on Wednesday, March 16. The exams will cover material from lectures and assigned readings and will consist primarily of essay questions. The final exam will be comprehensive.  
 
Make-up exam policy:
If for any family or medical reason you find it absolutely necessary to miss an exam, you must contact me before the exam and have my consent to your absence if you wish to take a make-up exam. The date and time of any make-up exam will be announced in class.
 
Essays:
You must complete two out-of-class writing assignments. Due dates are Wednesday, January 19 and Monday, March 7. Early submissions are welcome. Essays turned in late will be penalized half a letter grade per day late. To be fair to all students, no exceptions to these deadlines will be given.
     Your essays will be graded on the basis of both content and style. They must be typed, double-spaced, proofread, and corrected prior to submission. More details on these assignments will be provided in class.
 
 
Method of determining final grade:
Your final grade will be determined as follows:
     Attendance and minute papers 10%
     Discussion 10%
     Midterm exam 20%
     First essay 20%    
     Second essay 20%
     Final exam 20%
Students who fail to complete any portion of assigned work will not receive a passing grade. 
 
Other expectations:
Your colleagues depend on your cooperation in maintaining a classroom environment conducive to learning. Late arrivals, early departures, and other disruptive behaviors are strongly discouraged. Substantive questions and comments, by contrast, are welcome at all times. 
     You are expected to maintain the highest standards of academic honesty and integrity.  Cheating, plagiarizing, or practicing other forms of academic misconduct will not be tolerated and, consonant with university regulations, may result in failure of the course and other penalties. For university regulations governing academic misconduct, see http://oaa.osu.edu/coam/home.html.
     Any student who thinks that she or he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss specific needs. The student should also contact the Office for Disability Services at 292-3307 or in 150 Pomerene Hall to document the disability and to coordinate appropriate accommodations.

 
 
Suggestions:
If you do not understand a course requirement or some aspect of the course material, please ask about it.  I am here to help you and welcome opportunities to answer your questions.
     If you do not understand the grading of your examination, please seek clarification at the earliest opportunity.
     Consider the following suggestions to assist you in writing essay exams:
1. Always relate exam points to time.  If the exam has three sections of equal value, apportion your time equally.  Do not spend longer on one of the sections than the percent of the grade justifies.
2. Before beginning to write, outline your essay to ensure orderliness as you write.  Then compose an essay including an introduction, a body of several paragraphs, and a brief concluding paragraph.  Following this advice rather than writing down thoughts as they come to mind will help you produce an organized, coherent essay.
3. Remember that the prime concern of history is to analyze change over time. When, why, and how the changes occurred and the significance of the changes to American history are central questions in this course.  Bear this in mind as you take notes, read, and review.
4. I want you to succeed on the exams in general proportion to the time and effort you invest in studying.  If this does not happen on the midterm, please see me at once.
 
Schedule of assignments:
Lectures, required readings, and assignments are tentatively scheduled as follows:     
 
Jan.  3   Introduction to the course; U.S. history to 1877
          READINGS: Boyer, 571-648 (skim)
      5   Race and politics, 1877-1910
          READINGS: Boyer, 726-54; RTAP, ch. 1
 
     10   Industrialization and its impact
          READINGS: Boyer, 649-68, 686-725; Yezierska, xvi-297
     12   Industrialization and its impact
          READINGS: Boyer, 668-85, 
 
     17   HOLIDAY
     19   ESSAY DUE
          Building an Empire
          READINGS: Boyer, 754-62; RTAP, ch. 2
 
     24   Progressivism
          READINGS: Boyer, 764-89; RTAP, ch. 3
     26   Federal policy in the progressive era
          READINGS: Boyer, 789-804
 
     31   The First World War 
          READINGS: Boyer, 805-43
Feb. 2   Politics and culture in the 1920s
          READINGS: Boyer, 844-82; Kyvig, vii-299
 
      7   The New Deal 
          READINGS: Boyer, 883-926 
      9   MIDTERM 
 
     14   World War II overseas and at home, 1939-1945
          READINGS: Boyer, 927-71
     16   The Cold War to 1963
          READINGS: Boyer, 979-91, 1014-19; RTAP, ch. 4
 
     21   Politics, the economy, society, and culture, 1945-1963
          READINGS: Boyer, 972-79, 991-1014, 1019-42; RTAP, ch. 5
     23   Culture and society in the Sixties and Seventies
          READINGS: Boyer, 1069-74, 1080-90; Anderson, vii-221
 
 
 
     28   Civil Rights and the Great Society
          READINGS: Boyer, 1043-68  
Mar.  2   The Vietnam War
          READINGS: Boyer, 1074-79, 1090-1100; RTAP, ch. 6
 
7              ESSAY DUE
    The Nixon era
          READINGS: Boyer, 1100-33
      9   The Eighties & Nineties
          READINGS: 1133-1229, Pemberton, xi-214
 
Mar. 16 (Wednesday) 9:30-11:18   FINAL EXAM 
 
