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Course Objectives
This course, designed for honors’ students planning to major in history, presents some of the main elements of historical methodology: how historians do their work. We shall study how historians gather information, organize and analyze their data, and write up their research and conclusions.

Students will gather experience in dealing with primary and secondary historical sources, interpreting events within their historical context, and developing a comparative understanding of historical phenomenon.  In addition, students will learn more about how the past influences today’s society and how our present affects our understanding of the past. 

Required Texts and Readings (Available in SBX)

Michel-Rolph Trouillot, Silencing the Past: Power and the Production of History (SP)

Mary Lynn Rampolla, A Pocket Guide to Writing in History, 5th ed.  (PG)

One book 

Two articles 

Two historical documents

Format.

The class will be organized as a workshop in which student participation is essential.  Thus members of the class are expected to attend every class, fulfill every assignment, and arrive in class fully prepared to take part fully in every discussion

Requirements.

1. Enrollment

All students must be officially enrolled in the course by the end of the first full week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the Chair of the History Department after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

2. Attendance

Attendance is required in every class. Only a doctor’s note will be accepted.

Promptness is expected.

Students will not eat or drink in class.

3. Academic Misconduct

It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct.  The term academic misconduct includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; this is illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examinations and papers.  According to Faculty Rule 3335-5-487 all instances of misconduct will be reported.  For further information, see the Code of Student Conduct: http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp.  

For a discussion of plagiarism, see: http://cstw.osu.edu/writingCenter/handouts/research_plagiarism.cfm.

For a direct link to the OSU Writing Center:  http://cstw.osu.edu
4. Disability Services

Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services should inform the instructor as soon as possible.  The Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, Telephone: 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu.

5. Grading

% of Grade (approx.)

Class participation




10

2 précise





20

1 review (book) oral and written


20

1 review (2 articles) oral and written


20





1 analysis (2 documents) oral and



written




15

1 bibliography





15

6. Graduating Seniors

Please identify yourself during the first class to make special arrangements for deadlines.

 SCHEDULE (Subject to modification)

Week
Date

Topic



Assignment
1
3/31

Introduction


4/2

The Historian’s Craft
(1)
SP, 1-69

2
4/7





PG, 25-42








Precis #1: SP, 1-69


4/9

The Historian’s Craft (2)
SP, 70-153

3
4/14





Précis #2: SP, 70-153

4/16

Student conferences

Book titles due
4
4/21

Contemporary historiography SP, epilogue


4/23

The Craft of Research

PG, 1-24



5
4/28

Presentation of Book Reviews




(1)


4/30

Presentation of Book Reviews Book Review Papers due  




(2)

6
5/5

Student Conferences

  2 Documents due


5/7

Documentary analysis
 


7
5/12

Documentary analysis

 Document Papers due 





5/14

Article selection due

 PG, 43-87
8
5/19

The historian and electronic media


5/21

Article presentations
 

9
5/26

Article presentations

Article Papers due


5/28

Research: 


PG, 88-151
10
6/2

Discussion of Bibliography
Bibliography due

6/4

Discussion of Bibliography








Information Sheet on Assignments

1.  WRITTEN WORK
A.   Précise Due 4/7, 4/14

Each précis is to be a three-page (typed, double-spaced, carefully written and proof-read) summary of the assigned chapters in Silencing the Past.  Use your own words.  Do not quote the author excessively, and do not paraphrase his words.  


1. Summarize the main ideas.


2. Provide key details.


3. Indicate problems of interpretation


4. Provide critical commentary

B.  Critical Book Review.  Title due 4/16; paper due 4/30

Select a work of history (not a novel; memoir; biography; or work of journalism) on a subject of your interest. It should be a recent work (no more than twenty years old and, if possible, less than ten years old), written by a reputable historian, published by a major (and, if possible, university) press, based on primary-source material as well as secondary sources and containing complete foot- or endnotes and a complete bibliography.


The essay should consist of a five-page critical analysis, which includes all of the following:


1.   Information about the author(s)

2. The book's methodology

3. Principal sources: comment specifically on at least five of these

4. The main themes (2-4)

5. Key details: indicate how each theme is supported by the research


6.   Overall evaluation of its value as a work of original historical



scholarship.


In preparing your essay you may consult book reviews; but you must cite them in your essay.  (For help locating book reviews, ask for assistance from a reference librarian).

C.  Document analysis (selection due 5/5; papers 5/12 ).


Find two different primary-source documents pertaining to the book you have read.  These may be selected from any of the following:  letters; diaries; memoirs; newspapers; photographs; maps; government reports; art (music; novel; poem; painting; sculpture; statue; building); oral history (interview).... or others.


For the written work you will write a four-page essay (with the documents appended) in which you analyze the two documents from the following perspective:

1.  Origin: how, why, when, where, by whom were they created?  (By knowing the context you are in the position to act in an efficient, scholarly manner, to understand and not judge.)


2.  Based on the book you have read, what research question are you posing to the

two documents?  What is your tentative hypothesis?

3.  What does each document "say"? (Be sure to read the entire document and make certain that

you understand their language, allusions, details.)

4.  Do the documents complement, contradict each other?

5.  Conclusion: Has your research question been answered, modified, changed as a result of reading and analyzing these two documents?    

D.  Two Articles (Selection 5/14 , paper due 5/26)

From the standard history journals, select two history articles on an entirely new subject.  Try to find articles that either present different approaches or different interpretations to the subject:



Some examples of different approaches:




"Wartime rationing in the U.S., 1941-45,"





American Historical Review (.....)




"Women in the workforce during World





War II," Journal of Women's History (...)




"Patriotic education during World War II,"





Journal of American History (....)




"How did professional sports fare during World





War II?" Journal of Sport History (...)



Examples of different interpretations:




"German Guilt for the Outbreak of World War I,"





Central European History (....)




"World War I as the Result of the Breakdown of





the Balance of Power," Journal of Modern




History (....)




"The Intellectual Origins of World War I,"





Journal of the History of Ideas (...)

For your paper, you will write a four-page essay in which you evaluate the two articles from the perspective of the following:



1.  Who are the authors? 



2.  What are their approaches?  



3.  How are they similar? different?



4.  How reliable is their research? (try to check




at least one footnote in each of the articles




for accuracy).



5.  On the basis of the two articles, what tentative




conclusions have you gained on this new subject?



6.  What questions remain?

 

E.  Research Bibliography (Due 6/2 )


Select a topic related to the book you have read and the documents you have analyzed.  Write a paragraph discussing your research aims. Compose a bibliography consisting of at least 5 additional primary sources and 10 secondary sources, and give one-sentence descriptions of the value of each of your 15 selections.

2.  ORAL PRESENTATIONS

For all five assignments you should be prepared to give a five-minute summary of your work and to answer questions.  The rest of the class should be prepared to listen attentively and pose helpful questions and suggestions.  Remember: presentations and class participation count towards your grade!
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