History 398H:  Introduction to Historical Thought       Professor Susan Hartmann

Autumn 2005                                                                        373 Dulles Hall  292-1871

Dulles 168 MW 9:30-11:18                                                           hartmann.1@osu.edu

                                                                                                

 

            This course will introduce honors students to concepts and skills essential to the study of history.  We will examine what constitutes historical knowledge and how historians do their work:  what sources and methods they use; what kinds of questions they ask; why historians can disagree about events and developments in the past and their meaning; and how history is constructed in popular culture, such as museums and films.  Students will develop their own skills in reading and writing about history, analyzing historical documents and writings, and thinking critically about the history that we see around us.

 

Please note that department policy requires all students to be officially enrolled in the course by October 12.  No requests to add the course will be approved after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of the student.

 

Students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me at the start of the quarter so that specific arrangements can be made.

 

All students are encouraged to meet with me in my office whenever I can be of help.  

 

Office hours:  Tuesday 1:30-3:00; Wednesday 11:30-1:00; and by appointment

  

Assigned readings:  

 

James West Davidson and Mark Hamilton Lytle, After the Fact: the Art of Historical Detection, Volume II, fifth edition

Josephine Tey, Daughter of Time  

John Tosh, The Pursuit of History, revised third edition

Timothy B. Tyson, Radio Free Dixie: Robert F. Williams and the Roots of Black Power
On reserve at Main Library

Charles Payne, “The Rough Draft of History,” and “The Social

                 Construction of History” from I’ve Got the Light of Freedom
            Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton documents on temperance

      and women’s rights  

 
Course requirements:
 
1.  Regular attendance and participation in class discussion.  The success of this course—and your own success--depends on your having read the assignments thoughtfully and completed all the assigned exercises and papers before class and taking an active part in class discussion.  Illness, family emergency, religious observance, or an absence recognized by university rules are the only conditions for which absence may be excused; you must contact me before the class meets to obtain an excused absence.  More than one unexcused absence will result in the loss of 5 points per absence.  Students who miss class (whether excused or unexcused) are responsible for everything that was covered that day, including any changes to the syllabus or assignments announced in class.  

 

2.  Discussion questions:  each student will select three days on which s/he will lead the discussion.  On those days you should write a question designed to stimulate discussion and a paragraph or two indicating where the discussion might go. 

 

3.  Four short writing assignments:  Richard III; two préces; one document analysis.

 

4.  A research proposal on a topic of your choice.

 

5.  A final paper using Tyson to examine key issues studied in the course.

 

Assignments are due in class on the dates on the schedule.  If you turn in an assignment late, your grade will be reduced by the equivalent of one letter grade per day, including weekends.  Exceptions will be made only for illness and family emergencies and only if you obtain permission ahead of the due date.  

 

Schedule:
 

9/21     Introduction

 

9/26     Purposes and Uses of History

                        Read Tosh, prefaces, chapters 1 and 2

                        Due:  Assignment 1, précis on Tosh, chapter 1

 

Historians and the Problem of Richard III
 

9/28     Read:  Tey, chapters 1-7 

            Film:  “Looking for Richard”

 

10/3     Read:  Tey, chapters 8-17

                        Ross, “The Fate of Edward IV’s sons

            Due:  Assignment 2, on Richard III

 

Historians’ Tools and Methods
 

10/5     The Internet as a Research Tool (and liability):  Dr. David Staley

            Getting Started on Research Projects

 

10/10   Primary Sources and their Analysis

                        Read:  Tosh, chapters 3 and 4

                        Due:  Assignment 3, document analysis

 

10/12   Finding Historical Sources: Dr. David Lincove

            Meet in Main Library, room 122

 

10/17   Primary Sources: Photographs and Tapes

                        Read:  Davidson and Lytle, chapters 9, 15

                        Due:  Optional rewrite of précis

 

10/19   Oral History and Propaganda

                        Video:  Faces of the Past, Voices of the Present

                        Read:  Tosh, chapter 11

                                   Davidson and Lytle, chapter 8

            

10/24   Narrative, Interpretation, and Problems of Objectivity

                        Read:  Tosh, chapters 6 and 7

                        Due:  Précis on Tosh, chapter 7

            

10/26   Theory and Models

                        Read:  Tosh, chapter 8

                                    Davidson and Lytle, chapter 13

            

Varieties of History
 

10/31   Political and Economic History

                        Read:  Tosh, chapter 5

                                    Davidson and Lytle, chapter 10

                        

11/2    Social and Cultural History

Review:  Tosh, 125-31)

                        Read:  Davidson and Lytle, chapter 14

                        Due:  first draft of research proposal      

 

11/7    Women’s and Gender History

                        Review:  Tosh, 5-6, 235-39, 286-90

                        Read:  Davidson and Lytle, chapter 17

                                    

11/9    Quantitive History

                        Read:  Tosh, chapter 9 

                        Davidson and Lytle, chapter 12

 

11/14   Oral reports on research proposals

 

11/16   Oral reports on research proposals

 

11/21   Film and Public History 

                        Read:  Davidson and Lytle, chapter 16

Historians and the Black Freedom Struggle
 

11/23   Newspapers as sources and the historiography of civil rights

                        Read:  Payne chapters in packet

                        Due:  research proposals

 

11/28   Uses and Methods of Biography 

                        Read:  Tyson, introduction and chapters 1-6

                        Review:  Tosh, pp. 98-99, 113-17

                        

11/30   Read:  Tyson, chapters 7-Conclusion

 

12/5     Final papers due

 

 
Assignments:
 
1.  Two 2-page préces.  The American Heritage Dictioinary defines a précis as “a concise summary of the essential facts or statements of a . . . text.”  Your job is to summarize Tosh’s main points, arguments, and conclusions in the assigned chapter and to do so in your own words.  You should not include your own views on or evaluation of the chapter.  Be sure to show how Tosh’s ideas are connected to one another.

 

2.  The Richard III assignment has two parts:  First, as you read Daughter of Time, keep lists of (1) the sources or evidence that Inspector Grant uses; (2) the criticisms he makes of historians; and (3) the rules or guidelines he suggests for historians.  Each list should contain at least three items.  Second, find in the library a secondary source that addresses the question of whether Richard III killed the princes in the tower.  Provide a full citation for the source and briefly state the author’s answer to the question and the evidence that s/he uses to support the answer.

 

3.  A 3-4 page paper analyzing the documents by Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony.  Drawing upon what Tosh says about primary sources, your paper should evaluate these documents.  How could you determine their authenticity and reliability?  Which of these sources is most helpful for the historian? What conclusions can you draw from these sources about these women, the temperance movement, and the women’s rights movement?  What other sources might be used to verify those conclusions or provide answers to important questions about these topics that cannot be gleaned from these sources?  Be sure to comment on the different kinds of primary sources that these documents represent.    

 

4.  A 5-page research proposal that addresses a significant historical question and examines the sources you would use to research that question or topic.  You will present the question(s) your project addresses and explain why it is important to explore these questions.  You will discuss what other historians have said about the issue (in both books and scholarly journals) and assess the primary sources that you would use.  Be sure to think creatively about the kinds of evidence that would shed light on your topic.  The following website provides the correct form for footnotes and for the bibliography that should accompany your paper.  http://www.lib.ohio-state.edu/guides/chicagogd.html   Be sure to use the Humanities version of citation.  For further details on documentation, see a full version of The Chicago Manual of Style (University of Chicago Press).  You can also use the bibliography in Tyson for examples of citation forms for various kinds of sources.

 

5.  A 5-7 page paper evaluating Tyson’s study of Robert F. Williams and the black freedom struggle in light of what you have learned in this course.  You should use this study to discuss key issues and problems that we have examined throughout the course, e.g., the purposes and uses of history, various kinds of history, the questions that historians address, finding, verifying, and analyzing sources, problems of objectivity, etc.   Be sure to draw your own conclusions about how Tyson measures up to the standards of good historical writing.  

 

General guidelines for written work:
 

  For any assignment, always write at least two drafts.  After you have written the first draft, read it carefully both to ensure that it makes sense and coheres logically and to eliminate any grammatical or spelling errors.  Make sure that each paragraph is organized around one main idea and has a topic sentence and that each sentences says what you mean it to say.  Eliminate any words that are not necessary and replace vague statements with precisely what you want to convey.  Papers must be typed and double-spaced and pages numbered.  Provide your name, the date, and a title for the assignment on a cover page (so that I can read the papers without knowing the author’s identity)..
 
All papers should begin with an introduction of a paragraph or two that set out your purpose and suggest how you are going to go about fulfilling it.  Think of the introduction as a guide to the reader so that s/he can anticipate what is to come.  At the end of the paper one or two paragraphs should summarize your conclusions. 

 

Remember that the paper must be in your own words; using another writer’s words without acknowledgment is plagiarism and will not be tolerated.  If there are (rare) times when you need to use the author’s words, you must put them in quotation marks and provide a citation.  If the work cited is one of the course readings, you may follow the quote with the author’s name and the page number in parentheses (e.g., Tosh, 15).  If the work cited is not one of our common readings, a full footnote is necessary.

 

In assigning grades to your papers, I will look for the following:

--a clear statement of the key themes to be addressed

--a persuasive argument or statements supported by evidence and logic

--writing style that is clear, graceful, and engaging

--organization that helps the reader to follow the sequences of events and the argument

--correct grammar, usage, format, and citations

 

 

Evaluation:
 
            Class participation and discussion leadership                                         20 points

            Lists from Tey                                                                                      10 points

Two préces, 10 points each                                                                  20 points

Document analysis                                                                                10 points

            Research proposal, including oral report                                                20 points

            Final paper on Tyson                                                                            20 points

 

Course grade:

  A  93+ points

  A-  90-92

  B+  88-89

  B  83-87

  B-  80-82

  C+  78-79

  C  73-77

  C-  70-72

  D+  68-69

  D  60-67 

