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	HISTORY H598.02
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH SEMINAR 
PURPOSE OF THE COURSE: This course is a research seminar in American history. It provides an opportunity for undergraduate history students and others, with the permission of the instructor, to prepare a research paper on a topic in American history based on original, or primary, sources. we will discuss how to choose topics, how to find secondary and primary sources, how to frame and test hypothesis, and how to organize, write, and document papers.
History 598.02 is a capstone course for history majors, providing an insight into the world of the professional historian. Undertaking historical research in primary materials is a significant part of our responsibility. It provides the building blocks for the information that we have conveyed to you in classes, textbooks, and supplementary readings. It is the foundation of all the history we see and use in daily life, whether as entertainment or education or as an element in deciding about public policy.
REQUIRED BOOKS:
Stephen Weidenborner and Domenick Caruso, Writing Research Papers (4th ed. 1994) 
Norman P. Cantor and Richard I. Schneider, How to Study History (1967) 
Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses and Dissertations (5th ed., 1987) 
STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES: Participants in the seminar must attend every meetings. They must have completed the assigned readings and other tasks and be prepared to discuss them. Finally, they must complete a well-written, documented research paper based on original sources.
This is not a course for the faint-hearted. It is very difficult to complete a research paper based on primary sources in ten weeks (10 1/2, including finals week). You must be prepared to plunge in immediately and spend a lot of time. You have to be interested in the topic your choose, or you will not want to put in the effort.
GRADING: Seminar members will be graded on their contribution to the seminar and on the quality of the research papers they produce, as follows:
25%--Participation in the seminar (discussion, criticism of colleagues' work, etc.)
25%--Preliminary assignments (oral and written reports, first draft, etc.)
50%--Final research paper
CLASS SCHEDULE AND ASSIGNMENTS
Wednesday, June 21--Introduction; overview of the research process; examples of subjects and topics; initial investigation of the secondary sources.
Reading: Cantor and Schneider, 17-21; Weidenborner and Caruso, 1-15, 29-55; Cantor and Schneider, 181-96
Wednesday, June 28--Controlling the historical and historiographical context of your research topic; documenting an historiographical report
Assignment: Oral report on the secondary bibliography surrounding your topic
Reading: Weidenborner and Caruso, 60-74; Cantor and Schneider, 34-38 (if this seems too abrupt, skim 22-34)
Wednesday July 5--The context of your research topic (cont.)
Reading: Turabian, 11.3-11.6, 11.11, 11.39-11.43
Assignment: Paper on the secondary literature surrounding your topic (3-5 pages)
Wednesday, July 12--The primary sources and how to use them; the hypothesis and how to test it; oral presentation of research
Assignment: Preliminary oral report on the primary sources for your research
Reading: Weidenborner and Caruso, 15-21, 78-93; Cantor and Schneider, 22-34, 39-48, 58-91, 196-203
Wednesday, July 19--Preliminary research reports
Assignment: Preliminary oral reports on hypotheses, tests, and initial results
Wednesday, July 26--Preliminary research reports (cont.);
Assignment: Preliminary oral reports on hypotheses, tests, and initial results
Wednesday, August 2--Written presentation and documentation of research; formal rules
Reading: Cantor and Schneider, 169-80; Weidenborner and Caruso, 110-23, 126-41; Cantor and Schneider, 204-29; Turabian, skim chapters 1-5 for the sorts of information Turabian makes available to you -- look closely at 3.1, 3.66-3.87, 4.15, 5.11, 5.16-5.23, 5.26-27
Weidenborner and Caruso, 101-105, 143-46
Turabian, skim chapter 9 for the general information Turabian provides; look closely at 9.1-9.2, 9.6, 9.10, 9.11, 9.14 and at the forms for the most common types of documentation: 9.21, 9.25, 9.30-9.31, 9.37, 9.50, 9.69, 9.79, 9.83, 9.86. See chapter 11 for samples.
If you are using public documents, skim Turabian chapter 12.
Wednesday, August 9 (if possible, reschedule to Thursday Aug. 10)--Presentation and comments
Assignment (due to commentators and Professor Benedict Monday, August 7): First draft
Wednesday, August 16--Presentation and comments
Assignment (due to commentators and Professor Benedict Monday, August 14): First draft
Wednesday, August 23 (if possible reschedule to the week of August 16)--Presentations and comments
Assignment (due to commentators and Professor Benedict Monday August 21 or two days prior to rescheduled date): First draft
Wednesday, August 30--Reactions and Questions
Assignment: Final paper due


