History H598.02
Spring Quarter, 2004  -  Wednesdays, 3:30 p.m.
Professor Allan R. Millett
 
UNDERSTANDING THE KOREAN WAR
 
This course introduces students to the causes, conduct, and consequences of the Korean War, 1945-1954, and provides the student with practical experience in performing the sort of critical analysis common to professional historians.  This class will give the student the opportunity to write four different kinds of essays: a book review, a documentary movie review, the introduction to and annotating of a document, and an encyclopedia entry.
 
Required reading:  each student will be responsible for reading two books and one pamphlet for the course:
 
Bruce Cumings, Korea’s Place in the Sun: A Modern History (New York: W.W 

Norton, 1997)

 

Allan R. Millett, "Understanding is Better than Remembering:  The Korean War, 
1945-1954," the 7th Dwight D. Eisenhower Lecture in War and Peace," Kansas 
State University, 1997.
 
The books are available at local bookstores, and the pamphlets and articles will be distributed in class.
 
The class schedule and syllabus follows:
 
	Meeting 1
	Wednesday, March 31


Class organization and discussion of syllabus

 

Korean Broadcasting System/White Star documentary movie, "The Korean War," Part 1, Vol. I, "The Division
 
	Meeting 2
	Wednesday, April 7


 
Discussion of the emergence of modern Korea.
 
Assignment of subjects for book reviews, encyclopedia entries, document critiques.
 
"The Korean War," Part 2, Vol. I, "North and South"
 

	Meeting 3
	Wednesday, April 14


 

Discussion of the background of the Korean War based on Cumings, Korea, Chapter 5, and Millett, "Understanding."  Book review critique.
 
'The Korean War," Part I, Vol. II, "The Omens of War"
 
Book reviews due on Tuesday a.m., April 13, 244 Dulles.  Each student will provide one copy of the book review to all the other students as well as the instructor.  The class will discuss the challenges of book reviewing.  Class comments will be returned to others.
 
	Meeting 4
	Wednesday, April 21


 
"The Korean War," Part 2, Vol. II, "Tempest"
 
Submission of revised book review.  This version will be graded and returned to the student at the next class meeting.
 
	Meeting 5
	Wednesday, April 28


 
"The Korean War," Part 1, Vol. III, "To the North"
 
Submission of drafts of encyclopedia entries on Tuesday, April 27.  Each student will provide a copy of the draft to the other students and the instructor.  These copies will be returned to the student as part of the revision process on April 28.
 
	Meeting 6
	Wednesday, May 5


 
"The Korean War," Part 2, Vol. III, "A Different War."
 
Discussion of conduct of war, 1950-1951.
 
	Meeting 7
	Wednesday, May 12


 
Discussion of document introduction and annotation.  Turn in final draft of encyclopedia entry.
 
"The Korean War," Part 1, Vol. IV, "Stalemate of Truce"
 
	Meeting 8
	Wednesday, May 19


 
"The Korean War," Part 2, Vol. IV, "War on the Homefront"
Submit final version, edited document.
 
	Meeting 9
	Wednesday, May 26


 
            “The Korean War,” Part 1, Vol. V, “Truce,” and discussion.
            
            Discussion of film review.
 
Meeting 10                Wednesday, June 2

 
"The Korean War," Part 2, Vol. V, "Epilogue."
 
Final Paper: Film review: for graduating seniors the paper must be submitted by Friday June 4.  For all other members, the submission date will be no later than 5 pm, Monday, June 7.  The submission will be final.  Graded papers may be picked up at 244 Dulles the first week of Summer Quarter.

 
Final Examination
 
Submit review of "The Korean War" with analysis of the utility of the film as a guide to understanding the impact of the Korean War upon international politics, 1990s.  The paper is due Monday, June 7.
 
 
Recommendations
 
1.      Consult Allan R. Millett, "The Korean War: A 50-Year Critical Bibliography, Journal of Strategic Studies 24 (March 2001) pp. 188-224.  The instructor will provide a copy.
 
2       Exploit all the resources of the Ohio State University Library, especially its electronic cataloging and reference system.
 
3.      Make friends with a Korean student who can translate for you.
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