                                             COURSE DESCRIPTION                SEM/YR: AU 2020

Title: History 3005 The United States Constitution and American Society to 1877

Instructor: Stebenne

Days: TR                                               Time: 11:10 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

Description:

Examination of the major developments in American constitutional history from the origins of European settlement of what became the USA through the era of Reconstruction.  Emphasis on the origins of the English Common Law, its transmission to the Thirteen Colonies, constitutionalism and the American Revolution, the rise and decline of the Articles of Confederation and the antebellum constitutional system, law and American economic development, the pressures placed on the legal system by the expansion of slavery, the constitutional crisis of the late 1850’s, the emergence of a new constitutional system in the wake of the American Civil War, and the changing legal status of African-Americans in the 1860’s and ‘70’s.

Assigned Readings:

Kermit L. Hall and Timothy S. Huebner, Major Problems in American Constitutional History, 2nd ed., (2009).

Assignments:

Active participation in class discussions, and take-home midterm and final examinations.

Prerequisites and Special Comments:

Group B, pre and post-1750. This course will satisfy a General Education (GE) Requirement in the category of Historical Study.
