

























































































32 Facuity Achievements and News

Daniel Hobbins published Authorship and Publicity
before Print: Jean Gerson and the Transformation of
Late Medieval Learning (Pennsylvania, 2009). Professor
Hobbins here examines Jean Gerson (1363-1429), who
was widely recognized by contemporaries as the most
powerful theologian of his generation. Professor Hobbins
argues for a new understanding of Gerson as a man of
letters actively managing the publication of his works in
a period of rapid expansion in written culture. Gerson

is presented as a mirror of the complex cultural and
intellectual shifts of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries.
The picture of late medieval culture that emerges from this
study is neither a specter of decaying scholasticism nor a
triumphalist narrative of budding humanism and reform.
Instead, Professor Hobbins describes a period of creative
and dynamic growth, when new attitudes toward writing
and debate demanded and eventually produced new
technologies of the written word.

Joseph H. Lynch’s Early Christianity; A Brief History
was published posthumously this year (Oxford, 2009).
This is a concise introduction to the history of early
Christianity which examines the development of the new
religious culture from its origins up through the year 620.
The book is organized chronologically into four parts: The
Contexts of Early Christianity, Christianity in the Second
and Third Centuries, The Creation of a Christian Empire,
and Life in the Christian Empire. It opens with a look at
the historical Jesus—which considers what we know and
how we know it—and continues on with coverage of the
Jewish and Roman worlds in which Christianity arose.

It then charts the extraordinary progress of Christianity,
ranging from its status as a fringe sect in Judaism to

that of a dominant religion, up through the reign of

Pope Gregory I. Chapters on society and culture and

an epilogue on Muhammad and the rise of Islam are

also included.

Peter Mansoor published his Iraq War memoir, Baghdad
at Sunrise: A Brigade Commander’s War in Iraq (Yale,
2008). Here Professor Mansoor presents a record of what
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happened after U.S. forces seized Baghdad in the spring
of 2003. Professor Mansoor, who held the rank of Colonel
in the American armed forces, was the on-the-ground
commander of the 1st Brigade, 1st Armored Division.

He describes his brigade’s first year in Iraq, from the
sweltering, chaotic summer after the Ba’athists’ defeat to
the transfer of sovereignty to an interim Iraqi government
a year later. Uniquely positioned to observe, record, and
assess the events of that fateful year, Professor Mansoor
now explains what went right and what went wrong as
the U.S. military confronted an insurgency of unexpected
strength and tenacity. The book has already garnered
much attention and praise.

Robert McMahon published Dean Acheson and the
Creation of an American World Order (Potomac Books,
2009). This biography critically assesses the life and
career of one of America’s foremost diplomats and
strategists. As a top State Department official from 1941
to 1947, and as Harry S. Truman’s secretary of state
from 1949 to 1953, Acheson shaped many of the key
U.S. foreign policy initiatives of those years, including
the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, the creation of
the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the rebuilding of
Germany and Japan, America’s intervention in Korea, and
its early involvement in the Middle East and Southeast
Asia. Right up until his death in 1971, Acheson continued
to participate in major policy decisions and debates,
including the Cuban missile crisis, the Berlin crises, and
the Vietnam War.

Christopher Otter published The Victorian Eye: A
Political History of Light and Vision in Britain, 1800-
1910 (Chicago, 2008). Britain became the first gas-lit
society, with electric lighting arriving in 1878. At the
same time, the British government significantly expanded
its power to observe and monitor its subjects. How were
these developments related? Professor Otter’s history

of illumination and vision in Britain draws on extensive
research into everything from the science of perception
and lighting technologies to urban design and government
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Graduate Student Achievements =

June 1, 2008 — June 1, 2009

Yigit Akin received a College of Humanities Presidential
Fellowship and a Department of History Faculty Summer
Research Award for work on his dissertation, “The
Ottoman Home Front during World War I: Everyday
Politics, Society, and Gender.” Yigit published “Hopes,
Fears, and Anxieties: Impacts of the Great Depression

on Turkish Political Thought,” (in Turkish) in Political
Thought in Modern Turkey. He also delivered a lecture at
the Great Lakes Ottoman Workshop at Ohio State.

Michael J. Alarid presented, “Guns in the Church:
Memories of Resistance to Regime Change and
Reformation in the New Santa Fe Diocese,” at the
American Folklore Society Annual Meeting in Louisville,
Kentucky. He received the Gerald L. Davis Award from
the American Folklore Society to support this presentation.
Michael was named to the History Scholars Program by
The New Mexico Office of the State Historian and was
awarded a two month residential fellowship in Santa Fe,
New Mexico. He also received the Bradley R. Kastan
Award for his project “Caudillo Justice: Intercultural
Conflict and Social Change in Santa Fe, New Mexico,
1847-1853.”

Rachael Ball participated in the 2008 Making Publics
Team Seminar, “Making Theatrical Publics in Early
Modern Europe,” at the University of Toronto. She
presented “‘Publike Stage-plays’ and ‘Seasons of
Humiliation’: Antitheatrical Sentiment and the Crisis
of the Renaissance Theatres of London and Madrid,” at
the 2008 Northern California Renaissance Conference.
Rachael also presented “jNotable es la confusion!’: The
Publicity of Entertainment and Health in Seventeenth-
Century Sevilla and Dublin, 1550-1660,” at the annual
meeting of the American Society for Theatre Research.

Henryatta Louise Ballah, was awarded a Humanities
Summer Research Award for her project “Youth and the
Liberian Civil War.”

Rebecca Barrett was awarded the Foster Rhea Dulles
Award for her project “Wisconsin Works and Welfare
to Work: The Politics, Policy and Products of Welfare
Reform in the 1990s.”

Katherine A. Becker successfully defended her
doctoral thesis “The Swiss Way of War: a Study on the
Transmission and Continuity of Classical and Military
Ideas and Practice in Medieval Europe,” under the
direction of Geoffrey Parker and John Guilmartin.

Graduate Student News

Achievements

James Bennett presented “The Once and Future Burghers:
Social Memory and Civic Identity in Late Medieval

St. Albans” at the Mid-America Medieval Association
meeting in Kansas City. He was awarded the Jim Falls
Prize for best graduate student paper delivered at that
conference, and he was also awarded a prestigious
Presidential Fellowship by the Graduate School at Ohio
State. To top off these achievements, James was awarded
first prize in the Humanities division at the Hayes
Graduate Research Forum for his presentation, “The
Measure of Literacy in Late Medieval England: The Case
of St Albans, 1237-1399.”

Robert Bennett, ITI co-authored an article “Commentary
on the Stereotyping of Black Male Student-Athletes:
Issues and Implications” in Journal for the Study of Sports
and Athletes in Education. He presented “Commerce

of Female Souls: An Assessment of Sexual and Racial
Attitudes in New Orleans Louisiana,” at the annual
conference of the Association for the Study of African
American Life and History (ASALH) in Birmingham,
Alabama, where his participation was supported by

a College of Humanities Graduate Research Small

Grant. Robert also co-presented “Trends in Physical
Activity and Teenage Girls: Historical Implication of
Activity Programs,” at the 2009 National Association for
Kinesiology and Physical Education in Higher Education
(NAKPEHE) conference in Sarasota, Florida.

Wenjuan Bi, was awarded the Tien-Yi Li prize for her
project “The Illusion of Orthodox Culture: Chaozhou
Song Books and the Construction of Local Identity.”

Paul Chamberlin’s article “A World Restored:
Counterrevolution and the Search for Order in the Middle
East,” which was published in Diplomatic History (June
2008), was recognized as runner-up for the Stuart L.
Bernath Article Prize from the Society for Historians

of American Foreign Relations. Paul has accepted the
two-year Stanley Kaplan Postdoctoral Fellowship in U.S.
Foreign Relations from Williams College.

ofi

Meredith Clark-Wiltz who won the Genevieve Brown Gist
graduate student award, talking to Gist Trustee,

Mr. Clarence Cunningham
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