Spring 2004                                                                                        Prof. Birgitte Søland  

Office hours:                                                                                      Dept. of History         

Thursdays, 10:30- 11:30                                                                    234 Dulles Hall          

and by appt.                                                                                        292-7426

                                                                                                            Soland.1@osu.edu
 

 

History 112:

 

Western Civilization,
the Seventeenth Century to the Present
 

 

            This course will examine the history of the Western world, and in particular that of Europe, from the seventeenth century to the present.  Because there is much material to cover in one quarter, my approach will necessarily be selective – emphasizing some events and developments while leaving out other things of importance.  Several themes will be central to the course.  We will study the processes of social, cultural, economic and political change from the seventeenth century through the twentieth century.  We will explore how daily life in rural and urban environments were altered by these changes and how Europeans strove to shape and improve their lives under changing circumstances.  We will also concentrate on how relationships between political elites and the broader populations, between richer and poorer people, between men and women, and between Europeans and non-Europeans developed over these centuries, and how these dynamics have shaped the Western world as we know it today.       

 

 

Class requirements:
 

            You are required to attend lecture on Mondays, Tuesdays and Wednesdays from 2:30 – 3:18 in 224 Ohio Union.  Come to class on time so that you do not cause unnecessary disruption for your fellow classmates and do not leave class before time.  During lecture I expect you to take notes.  Please feel free to ask questions.  Occasionally you will be asked to complete a short in-class writing assignment.  Since these assignments constitute a portion of your grade, you should make sure to complete them as thoughtfully as possible.

 

            In addition you must enroll in one of the six discussion sections.  Each section will meet twice a week, and your attendance is mandatory.  You will not be able to pass this course without receiving a passing grade for your section participation.  Also, please note that all students must be officially enrolled by the end of the second week of the quarter.  No requests to add the course will be approved by the department chair after that time.  Enrolling officially and on time is solely the responsibility of each student. 

 

 

            For the discussion sections you will be asked to read a number of required readings.  (The reading schedule is listed below.  It will not be announced in class.)  You are expected to come to section with all the readings completed, prepared to ask questions and participate in a discussion.  Section leaders may also give quizzes or assign writing exercises.  These will count towards your class participation grade.

 

            There will be two exams in connection with this course -- a midterm exam in class on Monday, April 26, and a final exam on Monday, June 7, at 1:30 - 3:18.  These exams will require you to synthesize material from lectures, readings, and class discussions; they will not simply be memorization exercises.

 

            Though not a requirement, I want to encourage you to stop by my office at some point in the course of the quarter.  I’ll be happy to answer questions, explain or clarify lectures, or discuss other matters of relevance to the class. If you cannot make it to my office hours, please fell free to set up an appointment with me.  

 

Also, please note that all students with disabilities who need accommodations should see me during my office hours to make arrangements.

 

 

            

Required reading:
 

            For this course you will be asked to purchase a course reader in which most of the required readings are included.  The course reader is available from Cop-Ez in the Tuttle Park Place shopping complex.  Ask for the course packet for Hist. 112 (Søland).

 

            In addition you are asked to purchase the following books, available through the SBX Bookstore on High Street:

 

            Exploring the European Past: Text & Images
            Erich Maria Remarque: All Quiet on the Western Front
            Art Spiegelman: Maus. I.  A Survivor’s Tale
 

            

 

 

Grading:
 

            Your grade will be based on your attendance, your section participation, and on your written work.

 

            The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course.  All grading will be done by section leaders.  Please fell free to discuss your general standing with your section leader at any time during the quarter.

 

            Section participation                                      35%

            In-class writing assignments             10%

            Midterm exam                                               25%

            Final exam                                                      30%

 

 

 

Extra-credit work:
 

            In connection with this course, I recommend a series of relevant films.  The titles of the films are listed on the syllabus, but they will not be shown in class.  Instead you may check out copies of the films from the public library or from a commercial video rental store, and view them outside of class.

 

            To obtain extra credit you must turn in a one-page paper to your section leader, in which you discuss the relevance of the film to the material covered in class.  Papers will be due in section the week following the one during which the film is listed on your syllabus (i.e. papers for film options listed for week 2 due in section week 3).  Please note that if more than one film is listed for a particular week, you may submit extra-credit papers for only one of these films.  

 

Each extra-credit assignment you complete will be counted as two points towards your class participation grade.  Over the course of the quarter you may submit up to five extra-credit assignments for a maximum total of 10 extra-credit points.

 

 

Lecture and Reading Schedule
 

Week 1:                                              Europe in the Seventeenth Century
 

March 29:                                           Introduction

            

March 30:                                           The Lives of the Many: Peasants in Pre-Industrial Europe

 

March 31:                                           Power and Politics in the 17th and 18th Centuries

 

                                                Required reading:

                                                            “Little Thumb”

                                                            “The Little Girl’s Sieve”

                                                            “The Serpent and the Grape-Grower’s Daughter”

                                                            “Why the Sea is Salt”

                                                            “The Marriage of Mother Crumb”

                                                            “Lazy Jack”

 

                                                            Extra-credit film option: 

                                                            The Return of Martin Guerre 

 

 

Week 2:                                              The End of the Old Regimes

 

April 5:                                                Undermining the Status Quo: The Scientific

Revolution 

 

April 6:                                                The Enlightenment 

 

April 7:                                                Enlightenment Thought and Its Ramifications

 

Required reading:      

Excerpt from Jacques-Benigne Bossuet: “Politics

Derived from the Words of Holy Scripture” (1709)

Retrieving the European Past, pp. 1-29

                                                            

                                                            Extra-credit film options:

Restoration    OR     Jefferson in Paris
 

 

Week 3:                                              Political Revolution in the 18th Century

 

April 12:                                              The Origins and Outbreak of Revolutions in

                                                            America and France

 

April 13:                                              The French Revolution

 

April 14:                                              The French Revolution and Its Aftermath

 

Required reading:

“Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen”(1789)

“Debates over Citizenship and Rights during the

Revolution” 

 

Extra-credit film options: 

Danton    OR    The Lady and the Duke
 

 

Week 4:                                              Agrarian and Industrial Development                      

 

April 19:                                              The Transformation of Agricultural Production

 

April 20:                                              Manufacturing and the Origins of Industrial Production

 

April 21:                                              Industrial Development and the Emergence of the Factory

 

                                                            Required reading:

Excerpt from Adam Smith: The Wealth of Nations (1776)

Excerpt from “Testimony Before the Sadler Committee” (1832)

Excerpt from Sir Edwin Chadwick: “Inquiry into the Condition of the Poor” (1842)

Excerpt from Andrew Ure: “The Philosophy

Of Manufactures” (1835)

Excerpts from factory legislation debates in

the British House of Commons (1846-47)

 

Extra-credit film option: 

Oliver Twist 

 

 

Week 5:                                              Culture and Politics in the Nineteenth Century       

 

April 26:                                              Midterm Exam

 

April 27:                                              Imagining a New Political Order: Conservatism,

                                                            Liberalism, and Socialism

 

April 28:                                              The Growth of the Middle Class and Bourgeois Culture

 

                                                            Required reading:

                                                            Excerpts from Samuel Smiles: Self-Help (1859)

                                                            and Thrift (1875)

                                                            Jonas Frykman and Orvar Lofgren: “The Home

Builders”                                                        

 

                                                            Extra-credit film option:

                                                            Sense and Sensibility 

 

 

Week 6:                                              The Expansion of European Power in the Late
19th  Century               

 

May 3:                                                Nations, Nationalism and National Unity 

 

May 4:                                                Technology, Industrialism and Imperialism

 

May 5:                                                Critiques of Imperialism and the Social Order

 

Required reading:   

Excerpt from Cecil Rhodes: “Confession of Faith”

(1877)

Rudyard Kipling: “The White Man’s Burden” (1899)

“Cecil Rhodes and Lo Bengula: Imperialism in

Practice” (1880s)

“Richard Meinertzhagen: An Embattled Colonial

Officer in East Africa” (1902-1906)

Excerpt from Edmund Morel: The Black Man’s Burden (1920)

Ndabanangi Sithole: “Imperialism’s Benefits by an

Anti-Imperialist African”

 

Extra-credit film options:

Black and White in Color    OR    Mister Johnson 
 

 

Week 7                                               Toward the Twentieth Century
 

May 10:                                              Class and Gender Conflicts in European Societies

 

May 11:                                              Tensions in the International Arena             

 

May 12:                                              The Origins of World War I

 

Required reading:

“Moritz Bromme, Woodworker and Metalworker” (1903)

“Otto Krille, Factory Worker” (1914)

“Nikolaus Osterroth, Clay Miner” (1920)

Mrs. Layton: “Memories of Seventy Years” (1931)

Mrs. Wrigley: “A Plate-Layer’s Wife” (1931)

 

Recommended reading:

The Western Perspective, pp. 879-893; pp. 966-989

 

Extra-credit film options:

Germinal      OR       A Doll’s House 

 

 

Week 8:                                              World War I and Beyond
 

May 17:                                              World War I

 

May 18:                                              The Russian Revolution and the End of World

War I

 

May 19:                                              Cultural Upheaval and Modernity in the 1920s       

 

Required reading:

Erich Maria Remarque: All Quiet on the Western Front (1928)

 

Extra-credit film option: 

Gallipoli 

 

 

Week 9:                                              Fascism and World War
 

May 24:                                              Economic Crisis and the Origins of Fascism

 

May 25:                                              Toward World War II

 

May 26:                                              World War II

 

                                                            Required reading:

                                                            Retrieving the European Past, pp. 31-57 

 

Extra-credit film options:

The Triumph of the Will     OR     Blue Angel 

 

 

Week 10:                                            The Holocaust and Beyond

 
May 31:                                              Memorial Day.  No class.

 

June 1:                                                The Holocaust

                                                            

June 2:                                                Reestablishment of Peace and the Legacies of World War II

 

                                                            Required reading:

                                                            Art Spiegelman: Maus.  I.  A Survivor’s Tale
 

                                                            Extra-credit film options:

                                                            Saving Private Ryan    OR    Anne  Frank Remembered    OR     Schindler’s List
                                                            (extra-credit papers to be turned in at final exam)

 

 

