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GREETINGS

As we begin a new academicyear, I wanted
to introduce ourstudentstv severalnew
faculty members,who havejoined OUF

departmentOur colleaguesin the English
Departmenthired an eminenthistorianof
literacy, Harvey Craff, as anOhio Eminent
Scholar,and wewerepleased tooffer him a
placein our departmentWe are alsohappy
to welcometwo distinguishedsenior
scholars,Alan Gallay, the Warner
Woodring Chair in Early Americanand
Atlantic history,andRobertMeMahon, the
RalphD. MershonDistinguished Professor
of U.S. Diplomatic History. We also made
four key appointmentsof youngerscholars.
The departmentreplacedour long-time
colleaguein Ancient Greekhistory, JackM.
Balcer,with GregAnderson,who will
becomeour new Honor’sDirector this year.
We also filled two importantappointments,
one in EarlyAmericanhistory with Kate
1-laulman,and a secondwith Mytheli
Sreenivas,a specialist in South Asian
history andWomen’shistory. Next year,
Lilia Fernández, who is completingher
doctorateat the University of California at
SanDiego,will join us to teachLatino/a
history. Next yearwe will continueour
hiring efforts by searchingfor a senior
scholarin Women’shistory andthreejunior
appointments--inAfrican history, Modem
British history, andWesternEuropean
Medieval history. It will be yet another

busyyearat Ohio State!

As always, membersof the departmentwon
a wide rangeof awards thisyear, including
honorarydegrees,fellowshipsandgrants,
andpublicationprizes. Of particularnote
to our undergraduateswasAlan
Beyerchen’sselectionas thewinner of the
CLIO Award for DistinguishedTeaching
from the Phi Alpha Thetahistory honorary.

Our Coordinatorof the Undergraduate
History Office, Maria Mazon, also won a
highly competitiveUniversity Distinguished
StaffAward; she will be honoredalongwith
the other winners in a half-time ceremonyat

Taking
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the Michigan Statehomefootball gamethis
autumn,so pleasegive her awarm roundof
applauseat Ohio Stadium!

The departmentalso madeprogressin
advancingour teachingandoutreach
programs. Our HarveyGoldbergProgram
for TeachingExcellencenow overseasthree
grants from the U.S. Departmentof
Educationto provide continuingeducation
for public schoolteachersin Columbus and
in the sixty schooldistrictssurroundingour
four regionalcampuses.We received
funding from the University to establisha
Museum of Classical Archaeologyin
collaborationwith the Departmentsof Greek
and Latin and ArtHistory in Dulles Hall,
which will servenot only as a museumof
artifacts, butalso asteachinglaboratory for
coursesin all threedepartmentsdealingwith
archaeology. Finally, weare openingan
UndergraduateLoungeon the third floor
of Dulles Hall this autumn,sopleasestopby
to chat with facultyandfriends in your own
room in our building.

Despitethesemany accomplishments,we
will miss threeexcellentteachersthrough
retirement thisyear: MichaelLes Benedict,
JohnA. M. Rothney,andAllan R. Millett.
Eachof these colleaguesrenderedmany
yearsof distinguishedserviceto the
department,andwe will miss their many
contributionsto the scholarly,teaching,and
servicemissionsof the university.

KennethJ. Andrien
ProfessorandChair

MARIA MAZON WINS
DISTINGUISHED STAFF AWARD

Maria Mazon,director of the Department’s
UndergraduateHistory Office UHO, is the
recipient ofthe University’s most
prestigiousaward forstaff the
Distinguished StaffAward. Ofthe many
thousandsof staffservingat Ohio State,
only twelve peoplewin this awardeach

year. It is truly a greathonor,and oneMaria
well deserved.As oneof hernominator’s
said: Maria is "bright, hardworking,
supremelydedicatedandunfailingly
helpful!"

Many of you alreadyhavebeento the UHO
in 110 Dulles Hall to take advantageof
Maria’s expertise. Her many dutiesinclude
advisingstudents-aboutthe majorand
minor, assigningstudentsto faculty
advisers,enteringmajorprogramsinto the
degreeaudit system,evaluating transfer
credit. and compilingquarterlycourse
descriptionbooklets. She also is responsible
for History Career Night, oneof the most

successfulof suchprogramson campus.

Maria’s takesparticular satisfactionin the
pieceof mind studentshavewhenthey leave

heroffice, knowing they are doing what is
necessaryto completethe major in history.

The UHO is openby appointmentMonday
through Friday, 7:30a.m. to 12:30p.m.
Maria recommendsthatstudentsmakean
appointmentmazon.l@osu.edu;292-6793,
especiallyif the conferenceis for transfer
credit, help in scheduling classes,or filing
for graduation. If you are thinking abouta

history major andhavenot yet talked with
Maria, do so. Shewill be happyto seeyou.

Maria Mazon
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II HISTORY CAREER
NIGHT I!

The Departmentheld anothei SUC essful
CareerNight last spring on May 5. Several

discussedwith students
opportunitiesin a variety of occupational
fields andg is e guidanceon pxepanngfor
graduateschooland law schooL .-Students

evaluatedthe programhighly. Onefound it
usefulbecause"this is a great reminderof all
that we can do." Anotherstudentno doubt

spoke for many in saying"I feel thatmy
degreeis more useful andI havea bit more

confidencein the future."

Be sureto join usnext springin May for the
EighteenthannualHistory ‘areer Night

Representativesfrom the private sectorand
various campusoffices will discussa range

of topics andopportunitiesfor you. You
don’t haveto be a history major to attend,so

feel free to invite friends.

THREE DISTINGUISHED
PROFESSORS RETIRE

Morethanonehundredyearsof combined
serviceleavethe Departmentthis yearwith
the retirementof threedistinguished
professors.

Michael Les Benedict ended his thirty-four
yearcareerat Ohio Statewith his retirement
on December31, 2004. Prof. Benedicthas
an international reputationas a legal and
constitutional historianandas a historian of
the Civil War andReconstructionera. His
Impeachmentand Trial ofAndrewJohnson
1973 reverseddecadesof historical
interpretationby arguingthatPresident
Johnson’s abusesof powerafter the Civil
War forced the impeachmentupon a
reluctantCongress.His A Compromiseof
Principle 1974 hada profoundinfluence
upon Reconstruction historiography.Prof
Benedict’steachingspecialtywasAmerican
legal andconstitutionalhistory. His
knowledgeof the history of impeachment

led to many radio andtelevisionappearances
during the Watergate Scandalandthe
impeachmentof PresidentBill Clinton. He
wasalso known as anexperton late19th

centuryconstitutionallaw and is the author
of, The BlessingsofLiberty 1996, oneof
the standardAmericanconstitutionalhistory
textbooks.

Allan Millett has taughtat Ohio State
sincel969. He will retire on December31"
as the Major GeneralRaymondE. Mason Jr.
Professorin Military History, andwill then
assumeleadershipof the EisenhowerCenter
for American Studiesin New Orleansin
January.At Ohio Statehe helpedproduce
the numberonemilitary history programin
the country, advisingsixty studentsto
completionof their Ph.D. degrees.Prof.
Millett taught coursesin American military
history, including the popular courseon
World War II. He is the authoror co-author
of fourteen books,notably A War to Be
Won: Fighting World War II, which The
WashingtonPostdeclaredone of twenty-
five notablenon-fiction booksof 2000,the
awardwinning SemperFidelis: TheHistory
ofthe U.S. Marine Corps,andFor the
CommonDefense,a military history of the
United States.He currently is writing a two-
volume history of the KoreanWar.

JohnRothney,a specialistin French
history, retired at theendof winter quarter
2005. He wasoneof the originatorsof
History 597,andhis text for the course,The
Twentieth-CenturyWorld, written with the
Department’sCarterFindley, first appeared
in 1986 andnow is in its 5th edition
Houghton Mifflin. This benchmark
textbook is the secondoldestandthe leading
selleramongtwentieth-centuryworld
historytexts. His major work is
Bonapartism AfterSedan1969 an
innovative studyof political history in the
earlyThird FrenchRepublic,which an
authority in the field hascalled"the best
accountof the transitionto the practiceof
Bonapartismafter the endof the Second
Empire."
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Congratulations...
to history major ChristopherGriffith

who wonan awardin the Spring2005
Undergraduate ResearchScholarship
competition. The funds will be usedto
supportresearch forhis SeniorHonors
Thesis. Chris is writing on "Japanese
Americansin the Midwest: Resettlement
andCommunityBuilding in Chicagoand
Cleveland, 1946-1952" withProf. Wu as
adviser.

The History DepartmentapplaudsChris for
the hardwork that brought himto this point.
The SeniorHonorsThesisis an educational
opportunitythat many outstanding history
majors shouldconsider.

Last yeara numberof studentsin history
took advantageof opportunitiesto engagein
original researchprojects. After studying
history for years,they becamehistorians
themselves.Three history studentsmade
public presentationsof their researchat the
College of HumanitiesTenthAnnual
UndergraduateResearchColloquiumon
May 4. They wereAlanaShockey,who
gavean oral presentationon her research,
"A Studyof ThreeOhio Religious
Communities:The Shakers,Zoaritesand

Mormons,"andLauraMurphy andTiffany
Preston, whobothgaveposterpresentations,
Lauraon herarchaeologicalstudy, "Data
CollectionandMethodological Consistency
in IntensiveSurvey: A CaseStudyfrom the
Eastern Korinthia,"andTiffany on her
investigation of "Silencingthe Soldiers:The
Roleof Womenin the Black PantherParty."

On May 18, six historymajors displayed
their researchfindingsat the Denman
UndergraduateResearchForuthin the
FrenchField House. Sponsoredby Richard
J. andMartha D.Denman,this wasthe tenth
annualforum anda recordnumberof more
than 300 studentsparticipatedthis year. Mr.
Denmanis a 1996 recipientof the OSU
DistinguishedService Award.

At the DenmanForum,Alana andLaura
werejoined in posterdisplaysby Michael
Hissam,who wrote on "C. William O’Neill
andthe ‘Right-to-Work’ Amendment,"
ChristopherGriffith, who presented"Mr.
Ezaki’sStory’: An Oral History
Documentary,"JohnKentHansan, who
studied "Gentrificationin the ShortNorth:
From Run Down to Downtown," and
AdrienneJohnson,who investigated
"Taiping PipeDreams:The Roleof Women
in the Taiping Rebellionvs. That of the
Qing Dynasty." MichaelHissam’s
presentationwon a secondplaceaward in
theHumanities. Congratulationsare in
orderto all of the participantswho nowhave
the satisfactionof havingcreatedsome
original history.

to research award
winner - Chris Griffith

BECOMING A ifiSTORIAN:
UNDERGRADUATE RESEARCH

FORUMS

Alana Shockev
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FACING THE FUTURE WITH
HISTORY

--by Laura Herbert
ed. note: Laura Herbert is ajunior in histoty
and Spanish.She can be reachedfor commentat
herbert.l851@osu.edu.

In today’s increasingly competitive,
globalizedmarket,the choiceof a college
degreeis often a financial decision. All too
often studentsare encouragedto studynot
what they are passionateabout, but rather
what might leadto a lucrative career. While
this is goodnews for engineeringand
businesscolleges, it is unfortunatenot only
for the studentsbut also for societyas a
whole. As currentevents illustrate,a history
degreeis highly relevantandmuch more
thana oneway ticket to law school or a
teachingcareer. The presentand future are
rooted in the pastand inorder to move
forward as a society,we must first look back
to our pastfor a senseof understanding,
identity and direction.

This summerthe world observedthe sixtieth
anniversaryof the droppingof the atomic
bombon Hiroshima and Nagasaki.The
legacy of thesebombsis not limited to the
end of WWll. Long afterthe bombswere
dropped, theirradiationcontinuedto make
the survivors sick. Memory of their use
playeda role in foreignpolicy becausetheir
potencyandpotential to be usedagain
fueled internationalfearduring the Cold
War. No eventis isolated;historical
ramifications reachfar into the future.
Consequently,in order to progress, we
cannotforget the past,but haveto exploreit
andunderstandit.

During a speechgiven in Latvia this spring,
PresidentBush said,in regardsto the allied
victory overGermanyin WWII, "For much
of Germany,defeatled to freedom.For
much of EasternandCentralEurope,victory
broughtthe iron rule of anotherempire. V-E
markedthe endof fascism,but notthe end
of oppression."Offendedby the suggestion
that it wasa burdensome occupier,the

Russiangovernmentissuedstatements
insistingthat it wasnot an occupying
country, but ratherwasinvited into the
region.Although the President’swords
reachedbackto thel94os,they still clearly
sparkedinternationalcontroversyand
conflict. Our identitiesare indisputably
intertwinedwith our history. We cannot
possibly understandour presentglobal,
nationalor evenindividual identitieswithout
first knowing andunderstandingwhere we
come from. -

On the otherside of the globe,the Central
American FreeTrade Agreementwassigned
into effect this August. Thisagreement,
which will increaseU.S. traderelationships
with five Central Americancountriesand
the Dominican Republic,is controversial,
largely becauseof the mixed feelings
surroundingits predecessor,NAFTA.
NAFTA, the 1994 freetradeagreement
betweenthe United States,Canadaand
Mexico, hasreceivedevaluationsranging
from wild successto dismal failure.While
both sidesof the CAFTA debatesee
NAFTA as beinga predictor forthe destiny
of CAFTA, theincompletehistorical
analysisof NAFTA is fueling further
conflict. Indeedwe canonly anticipatethe

Laura Herbert
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future basedon pastpatterns. Historical
analysisis our tool to try andplan for what
might happen.

In this ageof economicglobalizationanda
worldwide crusadeagainst terrorism,
historical contextis vital. While we find
ourselvesconstantlytrying to mergeon the
internationallevel, our past andits role in
shapingour identitiesandpresentrealities
cannotbe ignored. As the Americanpoet
Robert PennWarrensaid, "History cannot
give usa programfor the future, but it can
give usa fuller understandingof ourselves,
andof our common humanity,so thatwe
canbetterfacethe future."

Awcurd4’ cucid’
Pri%e4’

EVANS SCHOLARSHIP and
FISHER PRIZE -

This year’s recipient ofthe Lloyd Roberts
Evans Scholarshipin History is senior
ChristopherGriffith. The Evans Scholarship
wasestablishedin 1999 with gifts from the
sisterof Lloyd Evans,who receiveda BA.
in history from Ohio State andwho led a
distinguishedcareeras a physician
specializingin intemal medicine.The award
goesto a studentofjunior or seniorrank
who is majonngin historyandwho hasboth
excelledacademicallyand exhibiteda wide
rangeof interests.

The Sidney FisherPrize for the bestpaper
written by a historymajor wasawardedthis
yearto Abby Davids, whowrote "Epidemic
Diseasein 181h CenturyAmerica," for Prof.
MargaretNewell’s History 557.01class.
The Prize,co-sponsoredby Phi Alpha Theta,
honorsProf. Fisher, a former faculty
memberof the Departmentwho specialized

in Islamic civilization andthe Ottoman
Empire.

-

GUTHRIE SCHOLARSHIP

Thanksto the generosityof Mrs. Cecile
Guthrie, the Departmentof History this year
wasable to award scholarshipsto Nicholas
Linkenhoker,from Bellevue SeniorHigh
School,andto Adele Vergis, from Hoover
High School in North Canton,-both of whom
enteredOhio State this autumnquarter. The
scholarshipis a memorial to Mrs. Guthrie’s
son, Gerry D. Guthrie, whoworked for
University Libraries at Ohio State,andwho
hada specialinterestin American Civil War
history. Thescholarshipis awardedeach
year to high schoolstudents committedto
majoring in history at Ohio State,or to a
first- or second-yearstudentwho is
committedto majoring in history.
Unfortunately,Mrs. Guthriedied this yearat
age ninety-seven.

- HAFFNER SCHOLARSHIP

Phillip Bullimore is the recipientthis yearof
the Maijorie Haffner Memorial Scholarship.
Marge Haffnerwas for many years a
dedicatedandbeloved memberof the
Departmentof History’s staff The
scholarshipwasestablishedin honorof
Marge by herhusband,Tom Haffner, who
knew how much sheappreciatedthe hard
work andfinancial obligationsstudentstake
on while completing their degrees.It is a
fitting memorial to Marge’s life.

- K. AUSTIN KERR PRIZE

Thsh Pike, a senior,is the recipient ofthe
first K. Austin Ken Award, given to an
undergraduate historymajor for the best
internet-relatedprojectduring an academic
year. Josh’sprojectwas"Letters from Josiah
Williard," which hewrote for Prof. Margaret
Newell in History 557.01.
The $500prize in honorof Prof Austin
Kerr, who retired lastyear, comesfrom the
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generosityof Mr. ScottLaidig, a department
benefactorwho also donatedehistory.comto
the Department.

THOMPSON PUBLISHING AWARD

Leanna Packard,who enteredOhio State
this autunm,receivedthe Thompson
Publishing Award@ublisherof the
Department’sExploring theEuropean
Past for herpotential to excel atOhio
State as ahistory major.

ZAHNISER SCHOLARSHIP

David Messerschmittis this year’srecipient
of the AdrienneA. and Marvin R. Zahniser
Scholarship,an award thathelps to support
history majorsenteringor soonto enterthe
senioryearat Ohio State. Faculty members
of the Departmentof History in consultation
with the Director of the ASC HonorsOffice
select thecandidateon the basisof superior
academicachievement. Marvin Zahniseris
a formerChairof the Departmentof History.

The Excellencein
ScholarshipAward.

is giveneachspring theCollegesof the

Arts andSciencesto seniors-who are

recognizedfor superiorperformancein

scholarship.Recipientsnot onllj havehigh
gradepoint averages butalsohave

completed curriculaof exceptionalstrength.
Atan awardceremoni,jin theBlackwell
Hotel lastApril 19, fourteenstudents
majoring in historij wereamongtho5 given

theExcellencein ScholarshipAward. Theij

are: Can1Ecleberij,JohnKent Hansan,

Michael Hissam,CeliaJames,Daniel Jones,

Ijuma Khan,JoshuaMichael,SarahParrott,

Andrew Plister,Ljler Seiple,Michael

Soroka,Matthew St1f, JoelThomas,and

Peter Watson.We congratulate them all.

Winter2005
ChristopherAlwine, Michael Antonas,Myles
Beeman,LouiseBond-Williams,
Allen Carter,JessicaCurtis, Matthew Douds,
Morgan Fox, Brett Friedman,CharlesGrafton,
LauraOrlowski, Arnie Parker,JosephPugliese,
PatnckQuinn, TanyaRambo,Seth Ramsey,
MadisonRatliff, HeatherRennie,Sean
Ryckman,KennethSmith, Phillip Spangler,Joel
Spitzer,William Sturkey, ChristopherTolar
Adam Webb,JasonWeese,MichelleWilken,
CordeliaWreathall

Spring 2005
ChristopherAdams,JohnAllen, Rachel
Ashbrook,DerekAult, BrentBauman,Matthew
Bell, Jillian Blunt,Andrew Bolton,Andrew
Bremer, SaraCaley,Desiree Clernons,Ryan
Collins, Ashley Conide,ElizabethConn, Gordon
Cromley, ChristopherDarzins,Dustin Davis,
MatthewDeal, Nicolas Derrien, Anthony
DiAngelis, Leslie Eisenstodt,Nicole Ferguson,
DarrenGeen, MarkGribbell, Benjamin
Grindstaff, FrankGuadagnino,Matthew Hahn.
Benjamin Hammond,John Kent Hansan,Dennis
Hill, Michael Hissajn,Amy Hix, Azadeh
Honarmand,MeganHoover, Evan Hughes,
Daniel Huls, Celia James,ChristopherJensen,
Michael Johnson,Brian Jones,Daniel Jones,
BenjaminKatz, Ellen Keim, Huma Khan,
William Kristoff, Emily Kuhfeld, Jonathan
Layman,ChristopherLee, Evan LuBline, Caitlin
Matter, Timothy Mercer,Griffin Merrill, Aaron
Middleton, GabrielMitchell, Thomas
Mullenniex, Laura Murphy, Paul Myers,Justin
Neuman,JeremyNeville, HankOsborne,Alan
Overholser,CrystalOverturf, NickolasOwen,
MatthewOwens,SarahParrott, AndrewPaxton,
Brian Peters,JoshuaPetru,AndrewPfister,
JoshuaPike, Appollo Poth, TiffanyPreston,
Kristi Pyke, MargaretRedmond,JeremyRine,
JamesRinto, Kristy Rodriguez,Byron Roush,
Carl Schaffer,Anne Schamaun,Nathan
Schroeder,John Skulski, RachelStafford,John
Stanley,Matthew Stiff, Erin Stone,Scott
Thacker,Joel Thomas,TrevorThompson,
AmandaTilson, Kelli Triplett, An Truong,
KarenWaeltz,JefferyWallace, Lindsey
Wallace,Eliot Walters,DouglasWarfield,
ClarenceWarner,PeterWatson,Rachael
Williams, Brice Wolverton
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AN INVIFFAIION . . . *-VVED ]LAKE TO JNOVV

--TO BECOME A "FRIEND OF THE HISTORY DEPARTMENT." -IF YOUR ADDRESS HAS CHANGED:
YOUR CONTRIBUTION HELPS THE TEACHING MISSION OF
THE DEPARTMENT. BECAUSE YOU ARE NOT RECEIVING --IF A COLLEAGUE OR FRIEND WOULD LIKE TAKING lIME:
ANY GOODS OR SERVICES IN EXCHANGE FOR YOUR
GIFT. IT IS ENTIRELY TAX DUDUCTIBLE. YOUR CHECK NAME

_________________________________________

SHOULD BE PAYABLE TO ‘THE OHIO STATE UNIVERSITY’
AND MAY BE SENT TO MS. GAIL SUMMERHILL 130 DULLES ADDRESS

_____________________________________

HALL, 230W. 17TH AVE. 43210. PLEASE NOTE FUND
#532765 ON YOUR CHECK. THANK YOUI

___________________________________________

_$250 - $100_ $50_ $25_ $10_ OTHER --RECENT CAREER ACCOMPLISHMENTS:______________

FULL NAME

___________________________ ____________________________________

ADDRESS

___________________________

AN H’-ThT[TATi{ON

-TO LET US KNOW YOUR REACTION TO TAKING TIME,

FHONE NUMBER

_________________________

AND WHAT YOU WOULD LIKE TO SEE IN FUTURE ISSUES.
WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU WHATEVER YOUR PLANS
MAY BE FOR BECOMING A FRIEND OF THE DEPARTMENT.

DEGREE/DATE GRANTED

________________

SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO TAKING TIMEEDITOR, DR.
RICHARD UGLAND, 132 DULLES HALL 230W. 17TH AVE.
43210.

YOUR COMMENTS:

THE OfflO STATE UMVERSITY
DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY
106 Dulles Hall
230 West17th Avenue
Columbus, OH 43210-1367
Address corrections requested
200557-361


